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DATE, LIFE AMD WORKS OF VADIRAJA

A

Madhva, the historical reviver and propagator of the
VDvaita system of Vedanta, flourished during 13th century A,D.^

He vindicated the Dvaita system on firm grounds and also wrote
*

authentic works in its defence* He erected a temple in Udupi
and installed a Saliqrama statue of lord Krsna. Madhva
worshipped Lord Krsna for many years. Then he ordained eight
celibate monks and entrusted to them the worship of lord Krsna
and also the propagation of his system. He made them incharge
of separate mutts. Among the heads of these mutts, Visnutlrtha,
who was a direct disciple and brother of Madhva in his
PurvaSrama, was foremost. His greatness is being described

2in the S.M. at length. It is known that then a mutt was 
named after him. in that hierarchy started by Visnutlrtha, 
there had been great personalities and the nineteenth was

N

Vagl&atlrtha, He -was a great scholar, saint and devotee.
He lived in Kumbhasi, 18 miles away from Udupi observing the 
austerities and also teaching the noted works of the Dvaita 
system. It is this, Vaglfeatlrtha, with whose blessing,
Vadiraja was born and then being ordained by him, graced 
the pontificial seat of the mutt Initiated fcy Visnutlrtha.

• ; i

DATE
Vadiraja, a mystic, a profound scholar, a well-known
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debater and a gifted poet# was born in 1480 A.D. He lived 
for 120 years.. He entered the Vrndavana at Sonda# near sirs! 
in the present Uttara Kannada District of Karnataka# in 
1600 A.D. The Cararoa isloka and also some inscriptions 
belonging to years 1582 and 1593^ prove that he was born in 

1480 A.D. and disappeared in 1600 A.D. As it is, there is
' * t

no difference of opinion so far as the date of Vadiraja is 
concerned. The V.G.C. states that his date of birth was the 
12th day of Magha Sukla of &arvari Samvat.5

'LIFE
To know the life history of Vadiraja# fortunately we 

have authentic and authoritative works such as Vrttaratna- 
samqraha (Vr.R.S.)# Vadiraiaauruvaracaritamrta (V.G.C.)#
Vadira 1 aqunaratnamala (V.G.M.). The Vr. R.S* was written by 
Raghunathacarya# a disciple of Vadiraja. It is not merely 
a historical work# but is also a good piece of poetry. It 
appears that the author might have had passed away early# 
i.e.# when Vadiraja was still alive and hence he does not 
narrate the latter part of Vadiraja*s life. The V.G.C. has 

been written by Ram aa and rac ary a, a disciple of Vedanidhi- 
tlrtha# a pontiff second from Vadiraja. It deals with almost 

all the incidents of Vadiraja*s life. It runs into nine 
ahapters. The eighth one is devoted for the discussion 
connected with the Rjutva of Vadiraja. The authenticity of
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this work is unquestionable since it has been written just 
after the demise of Vadiraja and also as per the instructions 
of Vedanidhitirtha. There is every possibility to state 
that, the author, at his^ early age of life, must have had !) 
seen Vadiraja. The V. G.M. has been written by Vasudevacarya 
Nippapi during the latter part of the.19th century. It 
closely follows the Vr. R.S. and V.G.C, and also narrates some 
other incidents following the conventional information of 
tradition and also then available Puranic evidences,

i

Apart from these three major works, we do get a good 
number of stotras and songs of Haridasas, that glorify the

C —greatness of Vadiraja, his mystic life, achievements and 
adventures.

Vadiraja was born of humble parents, Gourl and Ram ac ary a, 
in Huvinakere near Kumbhlsi in Taulava region i.e. the modern 

Dakshina Kannada District, He is stated to have been a Tulu 
Brahmin by birth. His father, Ramacarya, was a follower of 
Sama Veda,

Vadiraja was born by the grace of VagiSatirtha, the 19th 
in the succession from Visnutirtha. . His birth name was 
spelled as Varaha as he was graced with the. blessings of Lord 
Varaha (favourite and presiding deity given by Madhva to his
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brother Visnutirtha). Varaha*s Upanayanam was celebrated 

at the age of five, and he was ordained the SaihnylsaSrama 

at the age of eight. He studied primary works under Vidyanidhi 
(a senior disciple of Vagl&atlrtha) and after his demise* 

Vadiraja continued his studies under his Guru Vagl6atirtha,

When Vadiraja completed the core of Gastric study* he 

made up his mind to go on a sacred tour to propagate the Dvalta
. f • . « *1 '

siddhlnta* to have the holy bath in sacred rivers* to have
, ' jthe Darsana of the Lord in all places and also to bless the 

qualified devotees. It was also a tour to gain wide experience. 

He travelled the entire country twice and as a result he 
composed a. unique work in Sanskrt via,* Tlrthaprabandha that

f 4 *

gives an account of the various Hindu temples and places.

Vadiraja introduced some changes in Paryava system of
i * f !

1 \

Lord Krsna*s worship in Udupi. Before Vadiraja* the duration 

of Paryava, as introduced by Madhva* was of 2 months each.

It was Vadiraja* who, taking into account the convenience 

of other monks* changed it into that of 2 years. He made 

arrangements for the construction of individual mutts for 

all the eight. He also chalked out the programme of worship* 

which is even now followed and can be witnessed by one and 
all,8
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When Vijayanagar emperor Krsnadevaraya was facing finan­
cial crisis, he made an appeal to Vadiraja, Vadiraja blessed 
him with abundant wealth, found in the ancient cave of Vail 
and sugrlva. Then Krsnadevaraya honoured Vadiraja with a 
crown, an umbrella, a jewelled throne and the like. There­
after, both Krsn adevaraya and Acyutaraya gifted generously 
to Vadiraja who rebuilt the Krsna temple at Udupi on an 
extended plan. It was in 1532-33 A.D. The Inscription 
describing this event is seen even now in the Krsna temple

Qat Udupi,

In 1585 A.D. Vehkatapatidevaraya graced the royal throne 
of Vijayanagara empire. After the completion of Parvava in

t1580-81, Vadiraja, on his eastern tour, came to the capital 
of Vijayanagara, then at Penagundi. The king wanted to 
celebrate the victory and hence he invited all his subordinate 
kings, scholars, poets, artists and others. In the assembly 
hall, Vadiraja was requested to grace the Chief seat and to 
preside over the function. There, he was supposed to face 
the attacks from different scholars in different fields. 
Vadiraja, though alone, succeeded in tackling the arguments 
and faced them easily, politely and successfully. The assembly, 
realising the extra-ordinary calibre and wide and deep scholar­
ship of Vadiraja in all arts and lores# honoured him with the

- — 10 title Prasaftqabharanatlrtha.
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Vidiraja once came to Pune and he heard that scholars/ 

in assembly, had decided to honour the Maohakawa viz*, JjlJtu- 

pllavadha, as the best among all, since that was enriched 

with poetic excellences in all respects. Then vldirlja sent 

a word informing that he too had a best Kavva and he would 

submit the same for consideration within 20 days. Thereafter, 
Vadiraja composed a Mahakawa by name Rukminl6avi 1 ay a within 

20 days and sent it to the assembly. The scholars were very 

much pleased with its unique poetic excellences in composition, 

in narration, in description, in imagination, in poetic 
beauties and the like. All of them recommended for honouring 

it as the best among all sUch compositions.

Vadiraja came to Prayaga (Allahabad) and lived there 

for some days, one day Lord Vedavyasa in the guise of a sage 

coming from BadirikaSrama, met Vadiraja, who welcomed him
5

with great reverance. Vedavyasa reminded Vadiraja that 

vidiraja*s mother had, before his birth, promised Laksalaftkara 

to God if she would give birth to a worthy son. He also 

reminded Vadiraja*s promise to fulfil that vow. Actually 

it was not possible for every one or even for the wealthiest 

to offer one lakh golden ornaments. So Vedavyasa asked 

Vadiraja to write a gloss-like commentary on one-lakh diffi­

cult words of the Mahabharata and to offer it at the feet 

of God,, so. that, that would easily fulfil the promise of
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his mother. He also invited Vadiraja to Badarika&rama and
then disappeared. Vadiraja went to Badarikaferama# saw there
Vedavyasa# Madhva and other sages* He received the message
of Vedavyasa and Madhva and then wrote Laksalafikaratlka in
simple but erudite style. He offered this at the feet of

10Lord Vedavyasa who was very much pleased with that.
■ ,s h

Once Vadiraja wished to have the Dar&ana of Lord 
Veftkate^vara. -When he can© to Tirupati, he saw the rocks 
appearing as Saligramas and felt uneasy to trod on them.
So he climbed the hill on his knees singing the glory of 
the Lord. Vadiraja worshipped that Presiding Deity to his
entire- satisfaction and offered Him a garland of 108
— - 13Saligramas which adorns the lord even today.

Vadiraja* s was of a many sided ^personality. It is said 
that# under his occult power# there was a mysterious goblin 
(Bhutaraja) who served Vadiraja closely and devotedly* This 
Bhutaraja# at the instructions of Vadiraja did many miracles. 
It is said that this Bhutaraja# at the order of Vadiraja 
went to Badarikaferama and brought the Trivikrama-idol with 
the chariot* Vadiraja installed that idol in the newly 
constructed temple in Sonda. He also placed the stone- 
chariot there which could be seen even today.14
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l4 is. believed that he was a disciple of the great

Dvaita preceptor, Vyasaraya and studied under him. But it
is very strange to note that Vadiraja has not acknowledged
Vyasaraya as his Guru in any of his works. But it is the
tradition and also some of the songs of Das as, that refer
to Vyasaraya,^as the Guru of Vadiraja.

*

Vadiraja, who introduced the change in the period of
— — 15the Parvava. performed four Paryayas. in Udupi. When the

turn of fifth Paryava came,,he realizing the intention of
his disciple Vedavedya; gave him the chance of performing
the Parvaya in Udupi; while he, at idle same time, worshipped

i '

Venugopalakr§na in Sonda for two years and thus completed 
— 16the fifth Parvava.

• There are many more, such incidents that happened in 
the life of Vadiraja. To sum up, he was a great saint 
philosopher, the most facile writer in the Dvaita system, 
a gifted poet, a great mystic, a noted Haridasa and the like. 
His life was full of miracles and achievements.

B.N.K.Sharma observes “Vadiraja was another eminent
i

successor of Vyasaraya who .carried forward the work of
theological polemics and critical reinforcement and defenae

17of the Dvaita system. “

t
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L, Stafford Betty remarks, "Vadir a j a is a Hindu theologian 
and writer for the Dualist system of Vedanta* He was active

e

in Kanara district of India throughout all the sixteenth 
iscentury^”

«• _ ;

C.R.Rao glorifies Vadiraja as "Sri Vadiraja was an all- 
knowing mystic by birth. He was a profound scholar* a

1 gtrenchant debater and a successful organiser." ,

KmT,Pandurangi writes "He was a poet, a philosopher,
a social organiser, a great debater, prolific writer, and to

20crown all this a saint of mystic eminence."

As Madhva sowed the seed of Bhakti, it is Vadiraja, who 
nourished and brought it up carefully to grow and to bear 
fruits. His message and mission were not only restricted to

v

the scholars but flowed fluently to the line and lane of 
common man# He was a terror and at the same time a source 

; of .inspiration to the Prativadins. He was a saint of salient 
features, man of merits, devotee of devotion and overall a

z " 1 f

religious and social reformer, too., The tradition believes
— — — 21 that Vadiraja is one of the Rjus by name Latavya.

The span of Vadiraja *s mortal life was running out.
He fulfilled the conditions and instructions of Lord Vedavyasa.

/
4
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He also did the entrusted and promised work* He dispelled 
the doubts and delusions of the learned* He gave Saihnvasairama 
to a celibate, naming him Vedavedya, ordained him as the 
successor. He then made up his mind for his voluntary exit 
from the world. He fixed the date and time, * He got done

, i i «• OOthe Vrndavana under the supervision of Arasappanayaka and 
- 24Ramacandranayaka. When the designed construction of the 

Vrndavana was completed* Vadiraja worshipped it. He installed 
the statue of Lord Vedavyasa1 in front of the Vrndavana, made 
a small temple for Bhutaraja, He also got done the sacred 
reservoir Dhavalaganga# behind it.

1 »■»

For a week before the appointed day, Vadiraja celebrated
the Utsava of Lord Trivikrama on a grand scale and also
instructed all the devotees for its continuation. On the day
of his disappearance, he worshipped Lord Hayagrlva, Bhuvaraha
and then also Madhva. He blessed Vedavedya, Vedanidhi the
next two pointiffs and also other followers* He gave his

• 25parting message. He then entered the holy Vrndavana alive.
He sat in a perfeat pose and then controlled the breathing.
Soon after this the Tulasi garland fell from his hand. Then 
the front door was placed as instructed. Since then it is 
believed that Vadiraja continues to dwell as a source of 
divine grace and spiritual solace in that Vrndavana.
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The holy Vrndavana of Vadiraj a# which is a place of 

solace for grief-stricken devotees and a source of inspira­
tion to the scholars is attracting at Sonda*^ even today# 

thousands and thousands every year,

WORKS OF VADIRAJA

Vadiraja was a prolific and facile writer of the Dvalta 

literature. His works are of unique characteristics. The 

works are packed and graced with variety of material# minutely 

reasoned out and profusely documented, Vadiraja was a versa­

tile genius and proved himself successful by contributing 

a good number of works to the various branches of knowledge.

As he has been a gifted poet# his works embellish with 

poetic beauty, Sven the Vedanta (Sastric) works enshlne with 

poetic beauty. He was a profound scholar and successful 

debater of repute. He was a gifted religious poet in 

Sanskrt and also a well-known saint in the line of Haridasas 

of Karnatak, .He has composed devotional songs in Kannada#

Tulu and also it is learnt in Telugu.

The style of Vadiraja is unique and peculiar of its 

kind. It is simple# lucid in exposition# deep in devotion 

and novel in narration. The alliteration and other literary 

merits of his language have enriched his style. His hair-



splitting criticism, appealing argument and enlightening 
exposition cause thrilling sensation to the admiring readers*

According to the tradition and also the reference in
the V*GmC* (HI-66), more than hundred works stand to his 

29credit. Though half of them are of the nature of stotras 
they are also significant since they too delineate' the 
philosophic truth in most appealing manner in a nutshell.

j

/ .

B.N.K. Sharma, the great Dvaita scholar of the present 
times, remarks about Vadlraja- "His fine poetic faculty and 
human touch, the quick flashes of his wit and humour, his 
apt analogies from, life and literature and his racy way of 
putting the things have made him the most popular and enthu­
siastically applauded writer in Dvaita literature. He thinks 
in poetry and argues in it with all the richness and irre­
sistibility of its appeal*.•

His works show an intense personal fervor and passionate
faith in the religious and metaphysical satisfyingness and
superiority of Madhva Siddhanta. He pays deep homage and
unstinting tribute to the memory of Madhva and modestly

30disclaims all originality for his views. **
)

K.T.Pandurangi observes that "His works have scholastic
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appeal as well as devotional appeal. We find in him a scho-
i

lar, a poet and a great saint of mystic eminence... The 
sharpness of the logia of irl Vadirajatlrtha pierces the 
heart,while the poetry of his illustrations moves the head 
in delight.tt31

The works of Vadiraja may be classified broadly as 
followss-

1. Vedanta works - Original
- Commentaries

2. Kavyas
3. stobras and others 

4* Kannada works
5. Tulu works

i
'**>

X. INDEPENDENT WORKS
a. Gastric works

_ 3O mm mm1, Yuktimallika: It is the magnum opus of Vadiraja.
It is written in defence of the Dvaita system, it is a 
critical exposition of all the doctrines of the Dvaita system 
of Vedanta. It also examines the passages of jjruti, smrtl,

Itihasa, Purana and the like. Critically interpreting the
\\ *

statements of these texts, that have been misinterpreted 
by others, it unfolds the relevancy of them*

fc4
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There are five main chapters as Saurabhas in this work, 
They ares Gunasauratoha, suddllsaurabha, Bhedasaurabha* Vt&va- 

saurabha and Phalasourabha. In the Gunasaurabha. Nircuna 

concept of the Advaita is refuted and Saqunatva of Brahman 

is established. In the suddhlaaurabha, the Advaita aoncept 

of Alnana is proved baseless and the Nirdosatva of the Lord
i

is vindicated, The Bhedasaurabha explains the five-fold 

differences in the most befitting manner, Ihe Vi§vasaurabha 

disproves' the Advaita view of Mithvatva of the world and 

establishes the Satvatva of the same. In the last/ viz, the 

Phalasaurafaha, the nature of tie salvation is described and 

the several means to attain it are enumerated. There itself* 

Madhva is glorified as the third incarnation of God Vayu.

Thus* the Yuktimalllka is a rare work of its kind.

It is well saids 'This work combines great erudition with 

an incredibly simple yet poetically charming style character­

istic of Vadiraja* full of puns* alliteration and wit and
33analogies from life, * The works Vr. R, S. * V.G.M. * and

— 34S, Vr. A. also describe the greatness of the Yuktimalllka.

~ 35 -2* Nvavaratnavallt Like the Yuktimallika, the Nvava-

ratnavall is also written in poetic form. There are five 

chapters by name Sara. It runs in 899 verses. As a whole* 
it attaaks successfully and refutes rationally Sahkara's
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non-dualism and establishes the doctrines of dualism (Dvaita). 
The title Is significant since it comprises the jewels of 
Vedanta Nyayas. The work is also called as Anuvuktimalllka.

r / <
\ ‘ '

m «• 3A mm mm w3. Cakramimamsas The Cakramlmaifisa critically examines 
the relevancy of the Tantaroudradharana and states that the 
Taptamudradharana is most essential for the fulfilment of

i \ , ~

Valsnavatva.

••37 —4. Harlbhaktalataa The Harlbhaktalata is written in
anustub verses, in all there are 394 verses* The work
summarises the concept of Bhakti, its importance in receiving
the grace of , the lord. The supremacy of lord Vigpu is
related by perusing some Vedic passages, Puranlc statements 

38and episodes,

*205. ^rutitattvaprakafeika: In the §rutltattvapraka£ika.
the six Mahakavyas of different Upanisads are critically 
examined and are convincingly explained. This work is 
written in the poetic form, running into 507 verses.

6. Upanyasa Ratnamala:^0 It is said that Vadiraja 

originally wrote ten lectures which are known as Upanyasa- 
ratnamala. But unfortunately* only three are available and 
are published. There are deformed manuscripts in sode



Vadiraja mutt# that are Incomplete and unreadable*

The tan lectures are as follows*
(1) Two lectures# giving the exposition of the two

verses of the Rukroinl&avliaya?
(2) Seven lectures relating to the Pramana Paddhati;
(3) One relating to the Upadhlkhandana.

The lectures# falling under H category below# are not 
available in their complete forms.

7. Bkadail-nlrnava: ^ Vadiraja# following closely Madhva, 

has written the work EkadaSl-nimava. He has determined the 
aspects relating to the observance of Ekadafel with authority. 
This work runs in 37 verses.

42*8* Bhuaola-nimava: The Bhuaola-nirnava gives the
geographical data of the entire earth as explained in the 
fifth chapter of the Bhaaavata and other works.

9. Sadacarasmrtl: The Sadac arasmrti gives a brief
account of Madhva1s work having the same name.

« 44 —10. Pasandamatakhandanai The Pasandamatakhandana
is the refutation of the views of Jainism. Vadiraja# in
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refuting the views of *the Jainism, has followed the way of
_ k ,

Tar^Lka school and thus has skillfully refuted them* It is 

written in verse form running into 129 verses.

„ 4511. Saftkalpa Paddhati: The Saftkalpa Paddhati gives 

the clues regarding the Saftkalpa observed at the commence- 

ment of any regular sacred (religious) worship of the day.

12. Kalpalata: The Kalpalata is written in prose. It

is the refutation of the work Pramananirnava of Jainism written 

by Vadirajasuri, There are four parts, each termed as Prasuna- 

mala. Vadiraja has refuted the Pramananirnava line by line 

and word by word. Mainly the seven tenets of the Jainism, 

such as Svadasti and the like, have been proved baseless. 

Vadiraja*s subtle and close examination of this- Syadvada 

and its refutation is an outstanding contribution 

to polemical literature.
' \

4713, Vlvaranavrna: The Vlvaranavrna work is a refuta­

tion of Pane a Padikavivarana of Praka&atmavati,- a commentary 

on Panaapadika of Padmapada, a disciple of Saftkara. In this, 

Vidiraja, not only refutes the text of the Paneaoadikavlvarana. 

but also its commentary Tattvadlpana simultaneously.

14. Jakunamala:48 The 6akunamala is an interesting booklet
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that deals with omens that presage good or evil.

-• 4915. Sanskrt Sutrartha: The doctrines of Dvaita Vedanta*

in aphoristic style* have been enlisted in §loka form.

- 50 —
16. Adhfkarananamavaiit There are 564 Brahma Sutras

and 223 Adhikaranas, The Adhikarana is the topic wherein 

same object of exposition is discussed with some sutras.

The Adhikarananamavall of Vadiraja is a rare work of its 

kind which elucidates, the gist and the import of each Adhl-
^ s,

karana in a nutshell.

There are some other works mentioned in &rl Vadirala
— — 51Stotra Manlari as original. They are* (17) Taratamya

— ' 52 ' 53
(18) Muhurtaraia* (19)' Navasiddhantasahcraha and
. « — 54(20) Madhvavaava1ravall.

!

The first two i.e. 17 and 18 are unpublished. And 

regarding the third* though published* there is difference 

of opinion in respect of its authorship. Some do not regard 

it SD as the work of Vadiraja. The style* language and the 
like do not guarantee the, claim that it is the work of 

Vadiraja. The fourth is not found.
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B. COMMENTARIES
_55

1. Mahabharatatatparvanlrnavabhavapraka6ika: Madhva has

written-the Mahabharatatatparyanirpava - a work that summar­

ises the import of all Sastras# that gives the main running 

story of Ramavana and Mahabharata and the like. The signi­

ficance'of this work lies not only in the description of the 

story of the Raraavapa and the Mahabharata. but more than 

Madhva has tried his best to remove the apparent contradic­

tion, seen In the story of the Ramavana stand the Mahabharata.

The com.of Vadlraja is not elaborate in length since it 

does not explain each and every verse of the text. But it 

is significant and exhaustive in respect of its dealing with 

and tackling the critical and crucial points of the text and
i

also in giving the most appealing exposition.

2. Mahabharatalaksalafikara;56 Vadiraja, interpreting 

one lakh difficult words of the Mahabharata. has consecrated 

the work at the feet of Lord Vedavyasa. It is not the running 

com.of the Mahabharata but gives the relevant meaning of one 

lakh words.

3. Tantrasaratlka:57 Not found? only mentioned in the 

V.S.M.

f
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Vadiraja has also written commentaries on some of the 
Upanifadbhafyas of Madhvaa

V •» M> Eg4* Talavakaropanisadbhasya
a «| mm RQ5* Mandukopanisadbhasva

i — go6* Atharvanopanlsadbhasva
7. Kathakopanisadbhasya61
8. Tattirlvopanis adbhasya42

— 639* Purusasukta

C. GLOSSES
1. Nyavaaudhaaurvarthadipika?64 It is one of the ancient 

glosses on the celebrated Nvavasudha of Jayatlrtha. When 
compared with others, it is not elaborate or lengthy in size. 
But# though short# it gives critical exposition of the topics 
and extracts of the text* Vadiraja in some places, gives his 
own exposition of the original text. Vadiraja deals with 
different Vedanta Nyayas enumerated in Nvavavlvarana.

„ 55 .. „2. Tattvapraka&lkaqurvarBhadlplkat The Tattvapraka&ika
of Jayatlrtha is the detailed com. on Brahmasutrabhasya of 
Madhva. Although there are a number of corns, on the Tattva- 
praka^lka. Vadiraja*s is a rate of its kind. As in the com. 
on the N.s, * here also some points of the original text are 
interpreted distinctly.
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Vadiraja has also written Tippanis on Upanisadbhasya- 

tikas•* -

mm ^ £* *73, liavasvopanisadbhasvatika

4. Satpra6nopanisadbhasvat;ika

D. POEMS „ : .

- h Rukroini6aviiava: Vadiraja*s Rukmini&avilava is a

Mahakawa. containing 19 cantos and running into 1238 verses.

Zt is embellished with all requisites of a Mahakawa. The

source of the work is the tenth chapter of the PBhaaavata.

All the sentiments are delineated in a befitting manner by

the author. As an addition or as a crown to these , the

sentiment of Bhaktl flows from the beginning to the end. It

is a master-piece of literature to the critics and tasteful

readers, a devotional song to the devotees of the Lord and
70a philosophical poem to the philosophers. B.M.K.Sharma 

remarks, MXt is given the rank of a "Mahakawa1 in tradi­

tional circles,. The descriptions are effective and natural.

The style is deeply alliterative sense and sound match well
71and the imagery is fine and lofty.”

2. Sarasabharatlvilasas^ The Sarasabharatlvilasa is 

a poetic work consisting of 12 chapters designated as Vllasa 

and runs in 695 verses. Each Vilasa deals with the different 

topias of the Dvaita Siddhanta such as supremacy of Lord



22

Visnu# Nlrdosatva nature of Goddess LaksmI# Jivottamatva 
of the God Vayu and the like. Its language# style# descrip­
tion etc. prove that'it is also enriched with the literary 
merits.

3. Tlrthaprabandha; The Tlrthaprabandha is a Khanda-
kawa that describes -the holy places and rivers of our
Indian continent, Vadiraja describes the holy centres and
rivers with reference to mythological evidence and historical
significance connected with them. As he toured far and wide
in all the four directions of the land# the work is divided
into four chapters# named after the directions^ It is an
informative work as it helps the pilgrims to know the
importance of the holy places and rivers. It Is glorified

74in the V.G.C. and the Vr. R.S.

— — 754. Kavikadambakanthabhusat Though the Kavikadamba- 
kanthabhusa is in stotra form# it Is enshined with literary
merits. The alliteration is roost appealing one*

) - «

7A mm M5. svapnavrndavanakhvana: Vadiraja might not have
composed# th© Svapnavrndavanakhvana with his pen but it is 
he# who spelled and recited in the dream of an illiterate 
Brahmin who was deaf and dumb. And hence# the authorship 
of this work is ascribed to him. It had been drafted by
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Ramacandracarya, a disciple of Vedanidhitlrtha. It Is 

acclaimed as a divine work since being spelled in a dream 

of an illiterate. It was with the grace of Vadiraja that 

the Brahmin was capable to reproduce the verses in front 

of Vedanidhitlrtha, There are 22 chapters and 2340 verses 

in total. The description herein is in accordance with 

and agreeable to the Dvaita view. By the by, it also unveils 

the nature of Vadiraja and others who have been blessed lay 

him*- The style of the_work is simple and it is rich with 

elements of poetia beauty. The glorification of this work 

is seen in the V.G.C, and the V.G.M* The, gist of this 

work in a nutshell has been collected by Vedanidhi. It 

was inscribed and that stone has been placed (installed) 

by the side of the Vrndavana of Vedavedya in Sonda which 

could be seen even today,

j

E* OTHER WORKS■ -

Mention is. also made about Vadiraja *s com*, on Visnu-
«■ 79 -»sahasranama separately*. Recently one more work of Vadiraja 

by name Bhaaavatasaharaha is discovered by me in £rl Sode 

Vadiraja mutt,' at Udupi, The beginning portion of the

manuscripts is in a deformed condition, it is the collec-
\

tlon of verses from the Bhacavata, The last verse is quoted 
here as a proof,80
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One more work by name §rlmadbhaqavatanukraiTtanlka is 
found published,wherein Vadiraja has enlisted the inci­
dents of the Bhaaavata in due order*

«■» ** *■* qoThe Sanatsujativabhasva an exhaustive com. found 
in the M« Bi, Laksalafikara, is sometimes treated as an 
independent' work of Vadiraja. The original text contains 
the enumeration ,of advice, given to Dhrtarastra by Sanatsujata

Apart from these, Vadiraja has also written a good
83number of stotras in Sanskrt,+84

Except one or two, all
have been published.v"* Mention is made in the f^v.s.M.85

...
> ,«««.«. Qgas well as in the sri Vadirafaru.

Over than the Sanskrit works, Vadiraja has composed
Mlseveral Devaranamas in Kannada ;2 with the Afekita of Hayavadana

QOas independent works such as Vaikunt&avarnane, Laksmifeobhana
on qi 92 mm 93Svapnapada, Gundakrive, Bhramaragita, Naroaskarastotra,

„ Q A gc ^ ggKegavanama, Naiyedvaprakarana, Harisarvottamasara.
m, 98 - M mt 99Ga -fendramoksa, Kicakavadhe, ?Avataratraya Suwali.

Krsnabalalile, Tulaslsaftklrtana*01 and qood many individual
•—* *1 '■ 1 ■' 11 ... ... 1 1
Kirtanas, Ugabhogas, Suladis and the like. He has also

— « — 102written the Mahabharatatatparyanimava in Kannada, Other 
than , these, there are some unpublished independent works such 
as Tattvasuwali. Birudlnasuwali, Narad ako ra van il.

89
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Vadiraja has algo written son© devotional songs in Tulu 

language by name Paddana.

Two more independent Kannada works by name Pancabheda- 
stotra and Vehkate6akalvana of Vadiraja are found in manu­

script form*

Recently, ,it is known that Vadiraja had composed some 
devotional songs in Telugu language, collection of them 

could be seen with K, Harahari Rao of Suratkal.

, It seems tor be beyond doubt that Vadiraja might had had 
indeed composed few more works other than those mentioned 

above, both in Sanskrit and Kannada, that are unfortunately 

missing.


