DATE, LIFE AND WORKS OF VADIRAJA

Madhva, the historical reviver and propagator of the
Dbaita\system of Vedanta, flourished during 13th century A.D.l
He vindicated tgg Dvalta system on £irm grounds and also wrote
authentic works in its defence.~ He erecteé a temple in Udupi
and installed a Saligrama statue of Lord Krsna. Madhva
worshipped Lord Krsna for many years., Then he ordained eight
celibate monks and entrusted to them the worship of Lord Krsna
and also the propagation of his system. He made thém incharge
of separate mutts, Among the heads of these mutts, Visputirtha,
who was a direct disciple and brother of Madhva in his
Purvalrama, was foremost. His greatness 1s being described
in the S.M. at .3.e1’1gi:ln.2 It is known that then a mutt was
named after him, In that hierarchy started by Visputirtha,
there had been great personalities and the nineteenth was
vagIgatirtha, He was a great scholar, saint and devotee,

He lived in Kumbhasi, 18 miles away from Udupi observing the
austerities and also teaching the noted works of the Dvailta
system. It is this. Vagisatirtha, with whose blessing,
Vadiraja was born and then being ordained by him, graced
the pontificial seat of the mutt initiated by Visnutirtha,

‘ DATE

vadiraja, a mystic, a profound scholar, a well-known



debator and a gifted poet, was born in 1480 A,D. He lived
for 120 years. He entered the Vrndavana at Sonda, near Sirsi
in the present Uttara Kannada District of Karnataka, in

3

1600 A,D. The Carama §loka” and also some inscriptions

4 prove that he was born in

belong;ng'to years 1582 and 1593
;480 A.D, and disappeared in 1600 A.D, As it is, there is
no difference of opinion so faé as the date of vadiraja is
concerned. The V.G.C. states that his date of birth was the

12th day of Magha Sukla of $arvarl Samvat.>

~

l

‘LiFE

To know the lifeﬂhistory:of Vadiraja, fortunately we
have authentic and‘autho:;;étive works such as Vrttaratna-
sathgraha (Vr.R.S.). VEdirajaguruvaracaritamrta (V.G.C.),
VEdirSjag;igaratnamSlE (y_.__é_,_ga_. )« The Vyr.R.S. was written by
Raghunathacarya, a disciple of Vadiraja. It is not merely
a historical work, but is also a good piece of poetry. It
appears that the author might have had passed away early,
i.e., when Vadiraja waé still alive and hence he does not
narrate the latter part of Vadiraja's life. The V.G.C. has
been written by Rgﬁaqandrﬁcgrya, a disciple of Vedanidhi-
tirtha, a pontiff second from Vadiraja., It deals with almost
all the incidents of Vadiraja's life. It runs into nine
chapters; The eighth one 1s devoted for the discussion

connected with the Rjutva of Vadiraja. The authentlcity of



this work is unquestionable since it has been written just
after the demise of Vadiraja and also as per the instructions
of VedanidhitIrtha.® There is every possibility to state
that, the author, at his early age of life, must have had )
seen Vadiraja. The V.G.M. has been written by Vasudevacarya
Nippani during the latter part of the.19th century., It
,closely follows the Vr.R.S. and V,G.C. and also narrates some
other incidents following theAQanentional information of
tradition and alsé then available Purapic evidences,

Apart from these three major works, we do get a good
‘number of stotras and songs of Haridasas, that glorify the

£
greatness of Vadiraja, his mystic life, achievements and

-

adventures.,

Vadiraja was boxn of humble parents, Gouril and Ramacarya,
in Huvinakere near Kumbhasi in Taulava region i,e., the modern
Dakshina ﬁannada District. He is stated 'to have been a Tulu
Brahmin by birth, His father, Ramacarya, was a follower of
Sama Veda.

Vadiraje was born by the grace of Vagibatirtha, the 1%th

7. His birth name was

in the succession from Visputirtha.
spelled as Varaha as he was graced with the blessings of Lord

Varaha (favourite and presiding deity given by Madhva to his

’



brother Visputirtha), Varaha's Upanayanam was celebrated

at the age of f£ive, and he was ordained the Safhnyasasrama

at the age of eight. He studied primary works under Vidyanidhi

(a senior disciple of Vagléatirtha) and after his demise,

Vﬁdirgja‘continued his studies under his Guru VagISatirtha.
When Vﬁgirajg completed the core of Sastric study, he

made up h}s mind to go on a sacred tour to propagate the Dvaita

Si&dﬂanta,'ta ;ave the po}y bath in sacred rivers, to have

thé ﬁaréapa of the Lord in all places and also to bless the

quaiified devoéees. It was also a tour to galn wide experience.

He travelled the entire country twice and as a result he

composed a unique work in Sanskrt viz., Iirthaprabandha that

glves an account of the various Hindu temples and places.

VEQifgjg introduced some changes in‘éggzézg system of
Lord Krsna's worship‘in Udupl., Before Vﬁdirgja; the duration
of Paryaya, as introduced by Madhva, was of 2 months each,
It was Vadiraja, wﬁo, taking ipto account the convenience
lof other monks, changed it into that of 2 years., He made
arrangements for the construction of individuai mutts for
all the eight, He alsc chalked out the programme of worship,
which is even now followed and can be'witneased by one and

a11,®



When Vijayanagar emperor Krsnadevaraya was facing finan-
cial erisis, he ;glade an appeal to Vadiraja, Vadiraja blessed
him with abundant wealth, found in the ancient cave of Vall
and Sugriva. Then Krspadevaraya honoured Vadiraja with a
crown, an umbrella, a jewelled throne and the like, There-
after, both Krgnadevaraya and Acyutaraya gifted generously
to Vadiraja who rebuilt the Krspa temple at Udupi on an
extended plan. It was in 1532=-33 A,D, The 1nscription
describing this event is seen even now in the Krgna temple

at Udupi.9

.}in 1585 A.D. Vénka;apatidevmféyé graced the royal throne
of Vi jayanagar;a empire. After the completion of Paryaya in
1580-81, Vadiraja, on his eastern tour, came to the capltal
of Vi;iayanagara. then ail-. Penagundi, The king wanted to
celebrate the victory and hence l?e invited all his subordinate
kings, scholars, poets, artists and others. 1In the assembly
hall, Vadiraja was requested to grace the Chief seat and to
preside over tl::e function. There, he was supposed to face
the attacks from different sézhoiars in different £ilelds.
vadiraja, though alone, succeeded in tackling the arguments
and faced them easily, politely and successfully. The aasembly.
reaiising the extra-ordinary calibre and wide and deep scholar=

ship of Vadiraja in all arts and lores, honoured him with the

title’ Prasahggbharapati:;thg. 10



Vadiraja once came to Pune and he heard that scholars,
in assembly, had desided to honour the Magh3kavys viz., §ifu-
alavadha, as the bsst among all, since that was enriched
with poetle excellences in all respects. Then Vadiraja sent
a word informing that he too had a best Xavya and he would
submit the same for consideration within 20 days. Thereafter,
Vadiraja composed a Mshakavya by name RukminiSavijaya within
20 days and sent it to the assembly. The scholars were very
much pleased with lts unique poetlc excellences in composition,
in narration, in description, in imagination, in poetic
beauties and the like. All of them recommended for honouring

«{"\
it as the best among all;}g’uch compositions, 1

Vadiraja came to Prayaga (Allahabad) and lived there
for some days. One day lord Vedavyasa in the gulse of a sage
coming £rom Badirikabrama, met Vadiraja, who welcoméd him
with great reverance. Vedavyasa reminded Vadiraja that’
vadiraja's mother had, before his birth, promised Laksalahkara
to God if she would give birth to a worthy son. He\also
reminded Vadiraja's promise to £ulfll that vow. Actually
it was not possible for every one or even for the wealthiest
to offer one lakh golden orﬁaments. So Vedavyasa asked
Vadiraja to write a gloss-like commentary on one-lakh diffi-
cult words of the Mahabharata and to offer it at the feet
of God, so.that, that would easily fulfil the promise of



his mother, He also invited V3diraja to Badarikasrama and
then disappeared, Vadiraja went to Badarikabrama, saw there
Vedavyasa; Madhva a:;d other sages. He received the message
' of Vedavyasa and Madhva and then wrote Laksalafkarapik3 in
simple but erudite style, He offered this at the feet of

lord VedavySsa who was very much pleased with that, 2

Once Vadiraja wished to have the Dar$ana of Lord
-Vefikate$vara, -When he came to Tilyupati, he saw the rocks
appearing as Saligramas and felt uneasy to trod on them,
So he climbed the hill on his knees ginging the glory of
the lord. Vadiraja worshipped that Presiding Deity to his
entlre satisfaction and offered Him a garland of 108

Saligramas which adorns the Lord even roday. '3

V3diraja's was of a mahy sided personality. It is saild
that, under his occult power, there was a mysterious goblin
(Bhutaraja) who served Vadiraja elosely and devotedly. " This
Bhutaraja, at the instructions of Vadiraja did many miracles.
It 1s sald that this Bhutaraja, at the order of Vadiraja
went to Badarikabrama and byought the Trivikrama-idol with
the chariot. Vadiraja installed that idol in the newly
constructed temple in-Sonda, He alsc placed the stone-

chariot there which could be seen even today. 1



)

3:1/:. is.believed that he was a diseiple of the great
Dvalta preceptor, Vyasaraya and studied under him. But it
is very strange to note that Vadir3ja has not acknowledged
Vyasaraya as his Guru in any of his works. But it is the
tradition and also some of the songs of Dasas, that refer
to Vyasaraya,,as the Guru of Vadiraja.

-

Vadiraja, who introduced the change in the period of

i5 When the

the Paryaya, performed four Paryayas, in Udupi.
,turn of f£ifch Parvaya game, he realizing the intention of
" his disciple Vedavedya; gave him the chance ¢f performing
theA Parysya in Udupis wh:?.,le he, at the same time, worshipped
Venugopalakrspa in Sonda for two years and thus completed

the £ifth Pag'a'za‘. 16

* There are many more, such incidents that happened in
the life of Vadiraja. _Tg sum up, he was a great saint
philosopher, the most facile gmiter in the Dvaita gystem,
a glfted poet, a great mystic, a noted Harldasa and the like,
His life was full of miracles and achievements.

B, N.K.Sharma o}sgser\fes "yadiraja was another eminent

successor of Vyasaraya who .carried forward the wozk of
theological polemics 'anci ¢ritical reinforcement and defence

of the Dvalta system."Ll’



o~

L.Stafford Betty remarks, "Vadiraja is a Hindu theologian
and writer for the Dualist system of Vedanta. He was actilve

in Kanara district of India throughout all -the sixteenth

C.R.Ra0 glorifies Vadiraja as "Srl Vadiraja was an all=-
knowing mystic by birth. He was a profound scholar, a

trenchant debator and a successful organiser, n19

~

\ , ,
K.T.Pandurangl writes "He was a poet, a philosopher,
a social organlser, a great debator, prolific writer, and to

" cgown all this a salnt of mystic eminence. w20

As Madhva sowed the seed of Bhakti, it is Vadiraja, who
nourished and brought it up carefully to grow and to bear
fruits. His message and mission were not only restricted to
thé scholars ‘but £lowed gfuently to the line and lane of
conmon mans He was a terror and at the same time a souxce
of ,insp:;ﬁation to the Prativadins, " He was a saint of salient
features, man of merits, devotee of devotion and overall a
religlous and social‘ reformer t0o. , The tradition believes

that V3diraja is one of the Rjus by name Latagza.21

The span of Vadiraja's mortal life was running out.
He fulfilled the conditions and instructions of Lord Vedavyasa.
V N
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He also did the entrusted and promised work, He dispelled

the doubts and delusions of the learned. He gave Sahnyasasrama
to a celibate, naming him Vedavedya, ordained him as the
successor. He then made up his mind for his voluntary exit

from the world. He fixed the date and time.zz He gét done

the Vrndavana under the supervision of Arasappanayakaza)and
Ramacandran3yaka.Z? When the designed construction of the

Vrndavana was completed; Vadiraja worshipped it, He installed
the statue of lord Vedgvyﬁsguin front of the Vgndavana, made

a small temple for Bhutaraja, He also got done the sacred
reservoir~nhavalagaﬁgar bghind it.

For axweek’beﬁore the appéinted day, Vadiraja celebrated
the Utsava of lord Trivikrama on a grand scale and also
instructed all the devotees for lts continuation. On the day
of his disappearance, he worshipped lord Hayagrlva, Bhuvaraha
and then also Madhva. He blessed Vedavedya, Vedanidhi the
next two pointiffs and also other followers., He gave hils
parting message, He then entered - the holy gynGEVana alive.25
He sat in a perféqt pose and then controlled the breathing.
Soon after this the Tulasi garland £ell from his hand. Then

26 Since then it is

the front door was placed as instructed,
believed that Vadiraja continues to dwell as a ‘sourge of

divine grace and spiritual solace in that Vyndavana.
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The holy Vrndavana of Vadiraja, which is a place of
solace for grief=-stricken devotees and a source of inspira=-
tion to the scholars 1s attracting at sonda?’ even today,
thousanés_and thousands every year,

- P4

WORKS OF VADIRAJA

v5d1r55a4was a prolific and facile writer of the Dvailta
literature, His works are of unique characteristlcs., The
works are packed and graced with wvariety of material, minutely
reasoned out and profusely documented. Vadiraja was a versa-
tile genlus and proved himself successful by contributing
a good numbker of wofks to the various branches of knowledge.

As he has been a gifted poet, his works embellish with
poetic beauty, Even the Vedanta (§3stric) works enshine with
poetic beauty, He was a profound scholar and successful
debator of repute, He &aa,a gifted religious poet in
Sangkrt and also a well-known saint in the line of Haridasas
of Karnatak, _He has composed devotional songs in Kannada,

Tulu and also it l1s learnt in Telugu.

The style of Vadiraja is unigue and peculiar of its
kind. It is simple, lucid in exposition, deep in devotlon
and novel in narration. The alliteration and other literary

merits of his language have enriched his style. His hair-
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splitting criticism, appealing argument and enlightening

exposition cause thrilling sensation to the admiring readers.28

According to the tradition and also the reference in
the V.G.,C, (III-66), more than hundred works stand to his

credit.zg

.Though half of them are of the nature of stotras
they are a;so significant since they too del;neaté the
philosoPhic'truth in most appealing manner in a nutshell,

B, N,K.Sharma, the great Dvalta scholar of the present
times,'remarks about Vadiraja~ "His fine poetic faculty and
human touch, the quick flashes of his wit and humour, his
apt analogies from\life\and llterature and hils racy way of
putting the things h&ve @ade him the mpst popular and enthu-
siastically applauded ﬁriter in Dvaita lite;ature. He thinks
in poetry and argues in it with all the richness and irre-

sistiblility of its appeal,.. -

Hig works showlén iqtense_persongl fervor and passionate
falth in the religious and metaphysical satisfyingness and
superiority of Madhva S;thanta. ' He pays desp homage and
unstinting tribute to the memory of Madhva and modestly

disclaims all originality for his views."ao

3

K. T.Pandurangl observes that “"Hls works have scholastic



‘appeal as well as devotional appeal. We £ind in him a scho-
lar, a poet and a great saint of ﬁystic eminencg..; The

" ‘sharpness of the logic 'of 5rI VadirajatIrtha plerces the
heart while the poetry of his illustratlions moves the head
in delight,"3? \

The works of Vadiraja may be classified broadly as
follows:=-

1, Vedanta works ~- Original

= Commentarieg

2. Kavyas

3, Stotras and others

4. Kannada works

5. Tulu works

A
I. INDEPENDENT WORKS

A, éis-m_zzc; WORKS

1. Yuktimallikd: 2 It is the magnum opus of Vadiraja.
It is written in defence of the Dvaita system, It is a
eritical exposition of all the doctrines of the Dvaita system
of Vedanta, It also examines the passages of Sruti, Smyti,
Itihasa, Purana and the like, Critically interpreting the
‘;tatements of thése texts, that have been misinterpreted

by others, it unfolds the relevancy of them,



There are f£ive main chapters as Saurabhas in this work,
They are: Gunasaurabha, éud@gsaurabha, Bhedagaurabha, ViSsva-
saurabha and Phalasourabha. In the Sunasaursbha, Nirguna
concept of the Advalta is refuted and Sagunatva of Brahman
1s established. In the Suddhisaurabha, the Advaita concept

of Ajnsna 1s proved baseless and the Nirdosatva of the lord
is vindicated, The Bhedasaursbha explains the five-fold
differences in the {ms‘; befitiing manner, “I‘he ViSvasaurabha
disproves the Advaita view of Mithy3tva of the world and
establishes the Satyatva of ‘the same, In the last, viz, the
P’hal_asaurabha. the nature of the salvation is described and
the several meéns- to attain it are enumerated, There itself,

Madhva is glorified as the third incarnation of God Vayu.

Thus, the Yuktimallika is a rare work of its kind.
It is well sald: 'This work combines great erudition with
an incredibly simple yet poetically charming style character-
istic of Vadiraja, full of puns, alliteration and wit and

33

analogies from lifs.' The works Vr.R.S., V.G.M., and

S.Vr.A. also describe the greatness of the Yuktimallika, 34

2. NySyaratnavalit->

Like the Yuktimallika, the Nyaya-
ratnavali 1s also written in poetic form. There are five
chapters ’by name Sara. It runs in 899 verses. As a whole,

it attacks successfully and refutes rationally Sahkara's
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non=dualism and establishes the doctrines of dualism (Dvalta).
The title is significant since it comprises the jewels of

Vedsnta Nyayas. The work is also called as Anuyuktimallik3,

<
1

3. Cakramimansai-® The Cakramimams3 eritically examines
the relevancy of the Tsptamudradhsrana and states that the
Taptomudradnarana is most essential for the fulfilment of

Vgiggévatva.

4. Haribhaktal§t5237 The Haribhaktalata is written in
anustub verses, in all there are 394 verses, The work
summarises the concept of Bhakti, its importance ln receiving
the grace of the lord. The supremacy.of Lord Vigpu is
'related by perusing some Vedic passages, Puranic statements

and episodes.aa

S érutitattvagrak5§1k5=3? In the Srutitattvaprakasika,
the six Mahakavyas of different Upanigads are critically
examined and are convincingly explained. This work is
writyen ;n the poetic form, running into 507 verses.

40 1¢ is sald that Vadirija

6. Upanyasa Ratnamala:
originally wrote ten lectures which are known as Upanyasa-
ratnamalS., But unfortunately, only three are available and

are published. There are deformed manuscripts in Sode
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Vadirija mutt, that are incomplete and unreadable,

The ten lectures are as followst
(1) Two lectures, giving the expositlon of the two
verses of the RukminiSavijayas
(2) Seven lectures relating to the Pramana Paddhati:
(3) One relating to the Upadhikhapdana.

The leéctures, falling under II category below, are not
available in their complete foxms.

7. Ek"_a;_daé?.-nirpaza:“ Vadiraja, following closely Madhva,
_ has written the work Ekadabl-nirnaya., He has determined the
aspects relating to the observance of Ekada8l with authority.

This work runs in 57 verses.

8, Bhugp;aynirpqza=42’ The Bhugola—nirpéxa gives the
geographical data of the entire earth as explained in the
£i£th chapter of the Bhagavata and other works.

9, SadEcErasm;gé:és The Sadacarasmrti gives a brief
agcount of Madhva's work having the same name.

44

10. Pasapdamatakhandana: The Pasandamatakhandana

is the refutation of the views of Jainism. Vadiraja, in
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refuting the views of *the Jainism,’ has followed the way of
-k . :
Tardka school and thus has skillfully refuted them, It is

written in verse form running into 129 verses.

‘11, Sahkalpa Paddhati:?> The Satkalpa Paddhati glves

the clues regarding the Satkalpa observed at the commence=
ment of an§ regular sacred (religilous) worship of the day.

46 The Kalpalata is written in prose. It

12, Kalpalata:
is the refutation?of the work Pramangsnirpsya of Jainism wEitten
by Vadirajastiri, There are four parts each termed as Prasiina-
m3l3, Vadiraja has refuted the Pramapanirnaya line by line
and word by word. Mainly the seven tenets of the Jainism,

. such as Syadasti and the like, have been proved baseless.
vadiraja's subtle and close examination of this Syadvada
and its refutation is an outstanding cor;tribution D{: :’;
to polemical literature.

)

The Vivaranavrna work is a refuta-

13, Vivaranavrnas 41
tion of Psfica Padikavivarana of Prakabatmayatl,- a commentary
on Paficapadika of Padmapada, a disciple of 8ahkara. In this,
Vadiraja, not only refutes the text of the Paﬁcag%dﬁz'a’vivarapg.
but also its commentary Tattvadipana simultaneously.

4

14. Sakunamala:?® The Sakunamala is an interesting booklet
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that deals wlth omens that presage good or eyil.

49

15, Sanskrt sSutrartha: The doctrines of Dvaita Vedanta,

in asphoristi¢ style, have been enlisted in Sloka form.

£ - !

16, Adhikarananamavalit 50 -

There are 564 Brahma Sutras
.and 223 Adhikaranas. The Adhikarana is the topic wherein
same object of expositionl is disgussed with some sutras.
The Adhikag_gn, anamavali of Vadiraja is a rare work of its
kind which elucidates. th;a gist and the import of each Adhi~

A

kéragzg in a nutshell,

There are some other works mentioned in $ri Vadiraia
Stotra Maniari as original, They are: (17) T'ératmam
(18) MuhBrtardja,>2 (19) Nayasiddhantasahgrsha®> and

(20) Madhvavagvajravali. 4

Thé £irst two i.e. 17 and 18 are unpubl;l.shed. And
regarding the third, though published, there is dlfference
of opinion in respect of its authorship. Some do not regard
it (07 as_the work of Vadiraja. The style, language and the
like do not guarantee the claim that :Li; is the work of
Vadiraja. The fourth is not found.



B, COMMENTARIES
55

1. Mahabharatatatparyanirnayabhavapraka8ika: Madhva has
written-the Mahabharatatatparyanirpaya - a work that summar-
ises the import of all Sastras, that gives the main running
story of Ramayapa and Mshabharata and the like. The signi-
£icance-of this work lies not only in the description of the
story of the Ramayana and the Mahabharata, but more than
Madhva has tried his best to remove the apparent contradic-

tion, seen in the story of the Ramayana &and the Mahabharata.

The com.of Vadiraja is not elaborate in length since it
does not explain each and every verse of the text. But it
is significant and exhaustive in respect of its dealing with
and tackling the critical and cruclal points of the text and
also in giving the most appealing exposition.

2. MahEbhEratalakgglathraas_é Vadiraja, interpreting

one lakh difficult words of the Mahabharata, has consecrated
the work at the feet of Lord Vedavyasa. It is not the running
com,0f the Mahabharata bug gives the relevant meaning of one

lakh words,

3. TentrasaratIkd:>’ Not found; only mentioned in the

V.S.M.
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vVadiraja has also written commentaries on some of the

Upanigadbhagyas of Madhvai

4. Talavakaroganisadbhaqz_ >8

5. MnafkopanigadbhIpya®®

6. AEQQEEQQQEéBi%ﬂl_j%ﬂLFO
7o ﬁéyhakogggisadbhaaz__

8. Tahtirzxoganig;&ht_i_ggx_gsz J

9. Puru§asﬁkta63

C. GLOSSES

1. NySyasudhagurvarthadipik3d:®? It is one of the ancient
glosses on the celebrated Nyayasudha o£<Ja§atIrtha. When
compared with others, it is not elaborate or lengthy in size.
But, though short, it glves critical exposition of the topics
and extraéts of the text. Vadiraja in some places, gives his
own exposition of the original text., Vadiraja deals with
different Vedanta Nyayas enuwherated in Nyayavivarana.

2. Tattvaprak3sikiqurvarthadipiia:®® The Tattveprak3siks
of Jayatirtha is the detalled com. on Brahmasutrabhasya of
Madhva. Although there are a number of coms.on the Tattva=
prakadiks, Vadiraja's is a rare of its kind. As in the com,
on the N.S., here also some polnts of the original text are
interpreted distinctly;
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Vadiraja has algo written Tippanis on Upanigadbhagya~
tikas:

3. fééﬁgbgoganigadhh‘_xgp1k§67

4, §_§§:Eraénogan1§adbh3§ﬁﬁk§68
(>
D. POEMS _

- 1. RukminiSavijaya: Vadiraja's Rukminifavijays is a
Mah3k3vya, containing 19 cantos and running into 1238 verses.

3

It is embellished with all requisites of a Mahakavva. The
source of the work is the tenth chapter of the CBhggavata.
All the sentiments are delineated in a befitting manner by
thg author. As an additlon or as a crown to these, the
sentiment.oﬁ‘ahakti flows from the beglinning to the end. 1t
is a master=-piece of literature to the critics and tasteful
readers, a devbtional song to the devotees of the lord and
a philosophical poem to the philosophers.7o B.N.KsSharma
rema;ks, "It is given the rank of a ‘MahSknga' in tradi-
tional circles. The descriptions are effective and natural,
The style is deeply alliterative sense and sound match well

and the imagery 1s £ine and 1cfty.”71

qz.,Sarasabhzrativilasa:72 The Sarasabharatlvilasa is
a poetic work consisting of 12 chapters designated as Vilasa
and runs in 695 verses, Each Vilasa deals with the different

topics of the Dvaita Siddhanta such as supremacy of Lord



Visnu, Nirdosatva nature of Goddess Laksml, JIvottamatva

of the God Vayu and the like, Its language, style, descrip-
tion etq, prove that it is aléo gnriched with the literary
mexrits,

3. Tirthagrabaﬁd§§:73 The Tirthaprabandha is a Xhanga-
géng that éeségihesgthe~hoiy places\and éiveisvof our
Indian continent, Vadiraja describes the holy centres and
riﬁers’with refefenc%<to mythological eyidgnee and historical
significancg connected with{them. As he toured far and wide
in all the four directions of the land, the work is divided
into four chapters, named after the directiomsi, It is an
Informative work as it helps the pilgrims to know the
importance of the holy places and rivers. It is glorifiled

in the V.G.Cz and the Vr.R.S.74

75

4, Kaviksdambskanthabhug3: Though the Kavikadamba-

kanthabhusa is in stotra form, it is enshined with literary
merits. The alliteratlon is most appealing one,

)y - °

i

S Svégnav;ndévgnakhzénaz76 _Vadiraja might not have
compqsed; the Svagnavgndavanﬁkhxana with his pen but it is
he, who spelled and recited in the dream of an illiterate
Brahmin who was deaf and dumb. And hence, the authorship
of this work is ascribed to him, It had been drafted by
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Ramacandracarya, a disciple of Vedanidhitirtha. It is
acclaimed as a divine work since being spelled in a dream

of an illiterate, It was with the grace of Vadiraja that -
the Brahmin was capable to reproduce the verses in front

of Vedanidhitirtha, There are 22 chapters and 2340 verses

in total. The desceriptlon herein is in accordance with

and agreeable to the Dvaita view. By the by, it alsc unvells
the nature of Vadirdja and others who have been blessed by

: -him;wahehstyle of the work is s}mple and it is rich with
,elements of poetlc beauty. ' The glorification of this work

is seen in the V.G.C, and the V:G.M,vv

The gist of this
work 'In a nutshell has been collected by Vedanichi. It
was inscribed and that stone has been placed {installed)
by the side of the Vrndavana of Vedavedya in Sonda which

could be seen even today.78

E. OTHER WORKS. i

__ Mentlon is also made about Vadiraja's com, on Visnu-
bsahasrangmg separately.’® Recently cne more work of Vadiraja
by name Bhggavatasaﬁgrahg is discoﬁered b& me in Sri sode
Vadiraja mutt, at Udupl. The beginning portion of the
maquscripts is in a deformed condition. It is the collec~-
tion of verses from the Bhagavata, 'The last verse is quoted

here as a procf.ao
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One more work by name Srimadbhagavatanukramaniks is

1

found published,8 wherein Vadiraja has enlisted the inci-

dents of the Bhagavata in due order,

The SanstsujatIysbhisya®? an exhaustive com. found
in the M.B:Laksalafkara, is sometimes treated as an
independent work of Vadiraja. The original text contains

the enumeration of advice, given to Dhrtaragtra by Sanatsujata.

Apart from these, Vadiraja has also written a good

83

number of stotras ln Sanskrk. Except one or two, all

have been published.a4 Mention is made in the£:3v.s.m.85

as well as in the 5rl vﬁdirgjaru.aﬁ

>

Over than the Sanskrit works, Vadiraja has composed
several Devaranamas in Kannﬁdagz}wigh the Afkita of Hayavadana
as independent works such as vaikun?hgvarpane,es Lak§miéob53na,89

Svagnagada,goiggp@akr&ze,g% Bhremaragite, °? Namaskarastotra,”>

Keéavangha,gé Naivedzagrakaragg,gs-Harisarvottamaséra,gé

' 9'“2’ - - - L_J
Gajendramokgg, KicakaVadhe,QSVAVaﬁaratraza Suvvali,QQ

§§§gab51alile,lop &ulaszsaﬁkirtana1°1 and good many individual

KIrtanas, Ugabhogas, Suladis and the like, He has also
written the MahEbhEratatgtgggxanirggggléz in Kannada., Other
than . these, there are some unpnblished,ipdependené works such
as Tattvasuvvali, Birudinasuvvali, Naradakoravahii.
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[

Vadiraja has also written some devotional songs in Tulu

language by name’Paddana.

Two more independent Kannada works by name Pancabheda-
stotra and VefkateSakalyana of Vadiraja are found in manu-
seript form.

4
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Recently, .it is known that Vadiraja had composed some
devotional songs 4n Telugu language, collecticn of them

could bs seen with K,Narahari Rao of Suratkal.

Tt seems to be beyond doubt that ¥adiraja might had had
indeed composed few more works other than those mentioned

- above, both in Sanskrit and Kannada, that are unfortunately

missing.



