CHAPTER 111

HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF VASTUPALA AND
| HIS ACHIEVEMENTS

A) Personal and Political History of Vastupala

In order to assess properly Vastupala’s role as a great prime-minister of
Gujarat and a patron of literature and art, it is hcccssary to narrate in brief his
personal and political history. There is no dearth of material on the
subject, though sometime we get conflicting and confusing statements. Two
brothers Vastupala and Tejapala were born in an aristocratic Pragvaja family
of Anahilavad Patan. We get authentic information about their ancestry. The
Chronicles begin the genealogy of Vastupala from a man named Cangnpa.l
According to Vaswupila himself and his friend Somesvara, Candapa was a
minister.Z Most probably, he was a minister of a Caulukya king at A.t)nbila\;:ad.
His son was Candaprasada, whose hand was never without the ministerial seal.?
He had two sons— Soma and Sura. Soma was a keeper of Jewels in the court
of Jayasimha Siddharaja.* His wife was Sita.’ She bore him a son name&
Aévaraja, who also held ministerial position.® ASvaraja had married
Kum?a'rade‘;'., daughter of a Pragvaga Vanik named Kbhu, who was a Danglapatij

Asvarija and Kumiradevi were parents of Vastupala.
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A tradition has come down to this day, according to which, Kumradevi
was a widow, remarried to Afvaraja. Merutunga 8 has noted this tradition for
the first time, and three old Gujarati poems called Vasrupzla-Rass by
Laksmisagara, Parsvacandra 9 and Meruvijayal® have confirmed it. C.D.Dalal
1

I and M.D.Desai 12 have, however, refused to accept the tradition as

authentic on the ground that none of the contemporary works has mentioned

it.

Kumaradevi and Aévar’ﬁja had eleven issues in all — seven daughterss
named Jalhu, Mau, Dhanadevi, Sohaga, Vaiju and Padmaladevi, and four sons
named Lupniga, Malladeva, Vastupala and 'Te:jat;)':i}‘a.13 Out of these four
brothers, Luniga died at an early age, and Malladeva expired in youth, after
becoming the father of a son Purnasimhha. Even though we have plenty of
information about Vastupala, we have no means of finding out the date of his
birth. The earliest date that we find recorded is V.5.1249,14 given in an
inscription without date but epigraphically not later than Vastupala’s period,
- preserved in the Watson Museum at Rajkot. According to the inscription,
Vastupala and his younger brother Tejapala had made the pilgriraage to
Mzt é‘atru’ﬁjaya with their father in that year. It may be assumed that this wﬁs"’
in their childhood. Vastupala had two wives — Lalira and Vayajalladev-i-, and
Tejapala was married to Anupama, who was famous as a wise counsellor of

_both the brathers, and to the less known Suhava'dcv_i'. 13
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Very little is known about the early life of Vastupala and Tejapila. In
early childﬁood they were living with their father in a town called
Sumalakapura which was given to him as a reward for services to the Caulukya
king.1® He (Asvaraja) was deeply devoted to his moth-;r'.ch carried her with
pleasure to many pilgrim-places. He built many lakes, wells, tanks, cliches
and temples.}7 After the death of Aévar'&ja,‘the two brothers with their mother
went to Max')c_lali,ls when we have no means of ascertaining, lived there until |
the death of their mother, after which they scem to have began their political
career. }? While returning ﬁom 8 pilgrimage to Mt. S'atrui'xjaya they came to
Dhavalakka. The Kirrikaumudi, the Vasansavilasa, the Prabandhaciniamapi, and
the Prabandkakosa mention that the two brothers had gone to Dhavalakka
and King Viradhavala had made their appointment, after they were introduced
to him by Someévara. The Sal:rtasa&l';rmaa, the Vastupala-Tyapala-Prasasts,
and the Sa.{ﬂah:;ﬁéallalini of Udayaprabha on the other hand, inform us thﬁt
they were already in the service oi‘ Bhima I1 of Anahilavag and that he had
given them to V’i‘radhava!a at his rcqucst.zo Vastupala’s own statement at the
end of the Namn?ifiyaginaida, however removes all doubts and makes it quite
clear that he was serving first under Bh-;madeva, and his services were lent to
the court of Dhavalakka only afterwards. 21 We do not know when Vaswpila
joined the service of Bh—';ma, but it is certain that he and his brother were
appointed at Dhavalakka in V.5.1276. 22 Yt was after this that there great

carcer began, which made its mark in almost all the fields of life.
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It appears from the Prabandhas that after his appointment Vastupala was
placed as the governor of Simbhatiriha or Cambay, and Tejapala was in charge
of the ministerial seal.2? Vastuﬁi;lg redressed many of the wrongs committed
by previous governors. During his administration there was a ma‘rk:d
improvaméx\t in the moral tone of the people, a check was placed on
unscrupulous people making money by the basc means, and all people carried
on their business honestly in security. He put an end to piracy.2% He checked
corruption with a strong hand and overhauled the wholcadministration. He

took a fine of 2100 dramass from an old corrupt official.25 Therse were great

arrears in state-revenue ; he employed the four means mentioned in the

NitisGstra to reclaim the arrears and made the state-treasury full.2é He checked _

accounts of several high officers in Stambhatirtha, who were reluctant to make
a suitable report, and punished them.?’ He also punished several unjust
heads-men of the villages roundabout Stambhatirtha and erected temples with
money recovered from them.28 Thus he put an end-to the Matsya Nyaya
prevailing in the state,2? and curbed the laxity of officials, both high an2 low,
with commendable sternness. It is quite possible that the war-like deeds of
Vastupala and his brother were mostly undertaken with a view to end the law
of jungle and to restore confidence among the people, as well as with the aim
of filling the coffers of the srate which had become quite empty during the
weak rule of Bhimadeva. The Vastupalacarisa states that in punishing Sadik, a

wealthy Muslim merchant of Stambhatirtha, Vastupala’s aim was to show that
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now there was no place for the Mabya-Ny&ya.” In short, the first work of
Vastupala after coming to power was to secure the economical as well as

political consolidation of the Gujaravt kingdom.

When Vastupala had succeeded in restoring peace in the regionyound
about Dhavalakka and Stambhaartha, éa'ﬁkha, the ruler of Lata, made an
attack on him, claiming that the port of Stambhatirtha was a possession of the
king of Lata. After a fierce fighty, at place called Varakupa near Stambhat;nha,
Sfahkha found Vastupala to be more than a match for him and made a hastf
retreat. To commemorate this victory the citizens of Stambhatirtha celebrated
a festival in the shrine of Goddess Ekallav;rg, which wés outside the town and
the ;xlinister went there to pay his homage to the deity.m This incident must
have occurred before V.8, 1279, because in that year Vastupala en&ustcd‘ the
gavernorship of Stambhatirtha to his son Jaitrasimha or jayahmsi&xha,‘"’ 1
after overhauling the administration of that city, which was the principal port
of Northern India and hence a place of great importance from the economical

and commercial point of view.

The Prabandhas describe several other war-like deeds of V—;radhavaia
associated with Vastupala. First of all they conquered the rulers of
Vamanasthali, Sa:’nga;m and G'ﬁmu'nc}a, who were the brothers of V-;radhavala’ 8

gueen }ayata!adcv-'i-, who declined to pay homage to Viradhavala inspite of

repcated entreatics from their sister. They were slain in a combat and great
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riches of the palace of Vimanasthali came into the hands of Viradhavala.32
Viradhavala led another attack against Bhimasimha of the Pratihara clan
ruling at Bhadreévara in Cutch, but as Bh;masiﬁxha was served by several
powerful warriors who had come from I\darva‘il, Viradhavala could not conquer
him, but had to return after making a peace-treaty.3? By this treaty a new
fricnd was made and the Cutch border became free from danger. After this,
Viradhavala thought of subduing Ghughula, a chief ruling at Godraha in the
Mah.itaga region or the banks of the river Mahi. Ghughula made an alliance
with the Masvad kings when the attacked Gujarat, and was pluﬁdering the
merchants, pilgrims and caravans coming to and going from Gujarat. Tejapala
was sent with a strong army. He captured Ghughula and pur him ina wooden
cage and appointéd one of his licutenants as a govemor of Godraha. Ghughula,
unable to bear this insult, committed suicide by biting his tongum” As a

result of this victory power of the Vaghelas extended upto the Eastern

border of Gujarat and the trade-route to Malva was again made secure.

There is ample historical evidence to show that dusing the rule of
V—i-tadhavala, there was a Muslim attack on Gujamt vand that it was
successfully repulsed by the strategy of Vastupaia:‘,}:fasitx':ha Suri has
dramatized this event in his Sanskrit play Hammisramadamardana. The
Prabandhakosa describes how Sultan Mojdin of Delhi had invaded Gujarat,

and how he was eacircled by Dharavarsa of Candravati from the North and

Vastupala from the South after his army had entered a Mountain pass near

<3



Abu.3S Consequently the Sultan had to retreat. 36 After some time the
Sultan’s mother was going on a pilgrimage to the holy \Meccé, and had come
to a port of Gujarat, most probably Stambhatirtha, to take a boat. Vastupala
ordered his men to take possession of the old wcmen’sri;llépcrty. The captain
of the ship came and complained before Vastupala that the pirates had ribbed
the old woman. Vastupila caught the pirates who wete really seat by him, and
returned the old woman’s property after receiving her with great respect, and
also provided for her comfort and scfety journcy. While returining from Mecca,
she took Vastupala with her to Delhi, and introduced him to the Sultan to keep
friendship with Viradhavala, and thus made his kingdom safe. Coming back

from Delhi Vastupala was received by Viradhavala with great homi;;.s7
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B) Véstup’éla - A great Patron Of Literature And Art And
A Man Of Letters

As can be seen from previous pages, Vastupdla and Tejnp‘i!a ‘Wielded
great influence at the courts of Dhavalakka and Apahilavad, and they
consolidated the state of Gujarat politically as well as economically. But they
are more remembered for cultural activities inspired by therir splendid
munificence. They brought a cultural renaissance in Gujarat, such as would
remind one of the days of great savant Hemacandra, and which vied with the

cultural glories of Malva under kings Muhja and Bhoja.

According to the Prabandhas, Vastupala had made thirteen pilgrimages |
to Mt.éatru‘ﬁjaya and Girnar. In childhood he went to both the places with his
father Asvaraja, who was a Sanghapari or a leader of pilgrims caravan. After
becoming mlmstet he led the Sanghas more than once, and undertook the
pilgrimage w0 Satrun;aya and Girnar five times. He also went to Sattunjaya
only with his family in the vears A.D. 1227, 1228, 1229, 1230, 1231, 1232 and -
1223 33 The last pilgrimage, which he desired to make, to S:atru?:jaya, but
could not complete owing to his death on the way, was begun in 1240 A.D.,
and has been poetically described by Balacandra Suri in the Vasanzavilasa
Maﬁ&k&’t{va.” The pilgrimage which he did in 1221 A.D. was probably the
most important one, as it is the only pilgrimage repeatedly mentioned in the
Girnar inscriptions and presumably the same one is described with remarkabie

accuracy and poetic skill in contemporary works like the Krrttéaam::a’:, the

[ 2%

Su{rfasaizéimiaxa, and the DAarmabhyudaya. "
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Even if we look to the accounts given in the contemporary literary
o 28

i Sy

works, which may be safely relied upon, the monuments and public works like
temples, rest-houses, tanks, wells. etc. erected and sunk by the ministers were
very numerous.*® Even if we consider on!',f::;; c;ntempomry evidence,
keeping aside the later Prabandkas, there is no doubt that their munificence
and philanthropy extended to a large number of places in the whole of Gujarat,
Sauragtra and Marvad. Rajasckhara STri asserts that their public works
extended to S,ri S'ai)a in the South, Prabhasa in the West, Kedara in the No:t};
and Benasas in the East.¥! This does not seem improbable when we consider
the fact that the scholars, poets and religious men from almost the whole of
India were coming in those days to Apahilavada and Dhavalakka, and were
getting some patronage from Vastupala and his brother. Public works of
Vastupila were not limited only to the Jaina religion which he professed. We
are told that he also built hospitals, Brahmasalas, Mathas, Siva-temples and
even mosqucs.4z There might be some exaggeration in the later accounts,
because places on which Vastupala spent wealth in public works are about
fifty ina contemi)orary source like the Sa}{msaé:é;ﬂ/}aﬂa. That number we
find greatly increased in the works of Rajaéekhara, Jinaharfa and Jinaprabha
} and some of the details seem ridiculous, because they are evidently
exaggerations. But even if we look to plain facts given by contemporary
authors, there is no doubt that Vastupala was one of thc; greatest

philanthropists that Gujﬁrat and perhaps India had ever produced.
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Vastupila and Tejapala spent a large amount of wealth after their
public works, a'nd one would like to know where this wealth came from. We
already know that the two brothers came from an aristocratic family, which
was supplying statesmen to the state of Gujarat ; and hence they must be

enjoying considerable affluence. The Prabandkas contains stories as to how

they came to possess fabulous wealth. Though these read like folk-tales, it is
probable that they oontagin germs of truth. When Vastupila was appointed as
the Governor of Stabhatirtha, 2 Muslim mcrchant named Sadik refused to
accept his authority. When Vastupala tried to punish him, Sadik called S,ahkha,
the prince of Lata to his aid. But Sankha was defeated by Vastupala and Sadik
was captured with all his property. Whén this was reported to the king, he
ordered that all the valuables of Sadik should go to the state, but assigned the
dust of his house to Vastupila. Much of the dust was gold-dust and a fire turmed
more of Sadik’s gold and silver to dust. Thus Sadik’s bulk of wealth paé";’ed to
Vastupala.?? Another account states that while going on a pilgrimage to Jaina
holy places in Saurastra, the two brothers went to bury their wealth
amounting to a total value of about One lakh, near a village called Hadalaka.
There, while digging the earth, they got more wealth. Vasiup'iala asked
Anupama, wife of Tejapala as to what should be done with this treasure.
Anupama replied that “it may be kepton the peaks of the mountains, so that

it may not fall in the hands of some other person, as it has fallen to ours.” And
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Vastupala and Tejapala spent it in building famous temples on Mt. Girnar and

. ’
Mt. Abu, and leading Sahghas to the holy place of Mt.Satrfhjaya. ¥

The advice of Anupama has proved true, and no public works of Vastup'alé
and Tejapala has been preserved to this day, except the temples on Mt. Abu
and l'vIt.t'..'.;imar.45 The temple on Mt.Abu was built by Tejapila in 1231 A.D.
and it has Neminatha the twenty-second Jaina T?rtbankata, as the chief deity.
Temples on Girnar were built by Vastupala in A.D. 1232. The Abu tcmplc.,
situﬁted in the temple-city Delvada, is generally known as L una-Vasati in
memory of Vastupala’s elder brother Lugiga.% Itis one of the finest works of
medicval Indian art, and of sufficient excellence to immortalise the name of
its builder in the history of are. 7 Further, B.J.Sandesara states “This temple
is wholly of white marble, though no quarries of that material, exceptfof
inferior quality, are known\to exist with in 20 or 30 miles of the spot ; The
transporting and carrying it up the hill to the side of these temples must have
added immensely to the expense of the undertaking. Externally the temple is
perfectly plain, and one is totélly unprepared forthe splendour of the
interior.”¥8 And also as Cﬁusen& remarks : “The amount of the beautiful
ornamental detail, spread over these temples in the minutely carved
decoration of ceilings, pillars, doorwa&ts, panels and niches is simply
marvellous ; the crisp, thin, translucent, shell-like treatment of the marble
surfaces anything seen elsewere, and some of the designs are veritable dreams

of beauty. The work is so delicate that ordinary chiseling would have been
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disastrous. It is said that much of it was produced by scrapping the marbles
away, and that masons were paid by the amount of marble-dust remained.”
“The pendant which hangs from the centre of the dome of the temple of
Tejapala is particularly remarkable and rivets the attention of every visitor.™
Colonel Tod justly remarks, “the delineation of it defies p:n, and would tax
to the utmost the pchcil of the most patient artist§ énd he is secure in
asserting that no ornament of the most florid style of Gothic architecture can
be compared with it in richness. 1t appears like a cluster of the half-disclosed
lotus, whose cups are so thin, so transparent, and so accurately wrought that it
fixes the eye in admiration. The sculpture of the temples does not, however,
confine to the representation of inanimate objects ; it exercises itself also
upon the scenes of domestic life, the labours of na—v_igation and commerce,
and the struggles of battle-field ; and it may be safely asserted t!;{a: the
student of antiquities, who should devote sufficient attention to these
bas-reliefs, would be amply repaid by a large increase of knowledge
regarding many interesting points in the manners and customs of medieval
India.”*? According to Prabandhas Vastupala and Tejapala spent eighteen
crores and ninety six lakhs onA‘Gimar, and twelve crores and fifty three lakhs
after the erection of the Lunavasati on Abu.%® There inight be exaggeration
in these figures, but there is not the least doubt that vast amount of wealth,
and immense labour must have been spent after the building of these

monuments, which bespeak extraotdinary liberality and religious devotion on
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the part of their builders. The Chronicles say that not only was there no forced
labour, as was the case in the erection of some similar buildings elsewhere in
India and outside, butr ample wages were being given, and utmost care taken

for the amenities of the artisans who worked there.>}

C) Vastupala -A Great Patron of Learning

Besides being a philanthropist and patron of art, Vastupala was a great
patron of learning. He had established three public librarics in Anahilavad,
Sﬁambha?ittha and Bhygukachcha by spending great sums of money for them. 32
His personal library was also very rich, and contained more than onec copy of
all important Sasua-works.53 He was highly liberal towards poets and;
scholars, and has been noted in his case that like Bhoja and Vikramaditya, he
gave thousands to pocts for the composition of onc verse or even for a half.,
Long and detailed accounts of his enjoyment and patronage of poctry have
been given in the works like the Prabandbakoda, the Vestupalirarita, the
Par&'taf:aprabaxdkasér;rgm/}a, and the Upadesararangipi. Because of
his libérality to the poets he was called Laghu Bhojaraja or Junior Bhoja. So

many poets, both known and anonymous had profited by his liberality that

’ ' . . . .
Somesvara has expressed their gratitude in the following words.

g3 yftys gar g geitsesr shwan |
faq3 g g Ani aequme Aienn (54
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“Formerly learned Durgasiimha had composed the Vr##4 on the Sdivas,
but the minister Vastupala has given Vrrs (means of maintenance) to the

poets without any Szra”

While giving patronage to poets and making donations in the cause of

learning Vastupala made no distinction between a Jaina and non-Jaina. He
p -

donated ten thousand drammas to the Saiva Tirtha of Prabhasa,> and gave

great wealth to the Brahmins having poetic skill. Such occasions were not rare,

P

\
but on the contrary very numerous. And the Ksrvtbaumudi says abouthim -

e wfgwmseh o aymrbaeh 1
HsN sy 218 gatErai =T FoA HY 1 1 56

His tolerance of other faiths had become so proverbial that the

Purastanaprabandhasemgreha has the following verse about him :
&l Awrdfepmam §3s =i AFTEITE: |

Jrearerds @Ry g aenuRe wd g 1 37

Moreover, Vastupala was credited with a critical faculty which enabled
him to detect defects in poetic compoéitions by others, and to make
improvements in them. He has been referred to as “the best among the
appreciators of poetry and art” (Sa/ﬁrdaymdamani) 38 Not only did he

appreciate poetry and art, but also requested othets to write religious and
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literary works for his instruction and delectation. The Katharatnakara of
Naracandra Suri and the Alankaramakodadhi of Narendraprabha Suri were
composed at his request.59 Greater part of his leisure hours was spentin the
é.oméany of Iite}ary men.%0 He himself has said in the Naraaﬁrzyagiaaxda
Makakavya that he could devote his time in the company of poets and
scholars, because his younger brothe_r Tejapala looked properly after the
state-sﬁairs.“‘lnspite of high position which he enjoyed his modesty was
proverbial, and amidst the manifold engagements of state-affairs he found |
time to make a copy in his own hand of the Dﬁa)ﬁ'&bbyadaya Makakavya of
Udayaprabha Suri, a pupil of his preceptor Vijayasena Suri. This manuscript,
dated 1290 V.8., has been preserved in the Jaina Bh‘éndara at Cambay and has
been printed one palm-leaf manuscripts p‘hotograplxhg;—BISandesara,& and
we are fortunate in !1a§ing the handwriting of such a great personality even
after the lapse of niore than seven centuries. There was hardly a
notable scholar, Jaina or non-}aiina, in Gujarat of those days who had not come
in contact with Vastnp’éia inone way or the other. And there is no wonder that

we find a large number of works written directly under his patronage or

indirectly under the stimulus of his magnetic personality.

£
-
"
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D) Literary Works of Vastupala

It has happened many times in history that patrons of poets were
themselves poets. We have many instances of Royal poets in Indian
literature viz, Bhoja, ér‘x Harsa, éﬁdmka, and Rﬁjss’ekhnm among others. The
name of Vastupala also can be counted émong'such great persons. Just as he is

praised as a patron of poets in the works which are the sources of much of our
information regarding him, he is highly culogized as a poet too. He is c;\;}cd ‘
Kurechila Sarasvari, 53 KavikuFjara and Kavicakravartin and praised as a
spiritual son of Sarasvati.?? We are also informé;l—t;;;he had studied from
Naracandra the three Vidyas, viz. Nyaya, Vyakarapa and Sahitya, and also works
on Jaina philosophy.®> His poetic name was Vasantapala, which was given to
him by Ha'rihara, Somesvara and other pn»ets..66 This is the reason why
Balacandra has given the name Vasearavilasa to his poem giving an éccount of
Vastupala’s life. At the end of the Naranarayapananda, Vastupala says that
his first poém was the result of an inspired ontburst in the form of a hymn in
the praise of Adidvara on the éa trunjaya hills.®7 This hfmn is none other than
his Adinara Storra. Vastupila has also written several Swotras like the Neminasha
Srotra, Ambika Stotra and a short Aradhara of ten verses. The Aradhana is
probably the .last bomposition of Vastupala, because its first verse Va l;rmr;x
saé.rmri: Fificit has been quoted by the Pméandﬁa&o.s"a, as spoken by the

minister while on his death-bed.%3 The Pradandhacintamani says that the

minister did his Paryansaradkana or the last devotional act by uttering this



35

[4
verse when nearing death in the course of his journey to Satru'i'xjaya;"‘) and it
seems that he had composed the Arddkana during his last pilgrimage, while'

his health was failing.

- We also gather from the literary sources that Vastupala was proficient
in composition of Suéris. Someévara, in one place,writes as follows above this

particular faculty of his patron :—-

IS aT SRS s e asgTee |
ggrrltranty s yieasd 1| 70 ‘y _

And Udayaprabha, in the first verse of his Vasrupalasruss has praised the Sufsis

of Vastupala in a simple poetic verse :—-

qruiEly Yo qeaEdiEsenaEil
W] ARSI R s |
aredmEamgfRaaauE s
e 7 ggufw daty g8 shawgamisaas 1) 7t

'Vastupala has been quoted in anthologies, which shows that his poetic
fame had spread far and wide outside the borders of Gujarat. His four verses
are found in the Sukrimutravali of Jahlana, keeper of elephanis of king Kesna

‘,'."'.
“\

-
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of Devagiri.72 In the Sarmngadharapaddhan of Sarangdhara of éakambnri, a
verse of Vastupala has found a plfme""3 In the Prabandhas a lasge number of
verses have been put in the mouth of Vastupala, as spoken by him on
particular occasions, and it is certain that most of them are his own
compositions, in view of his skill in this particular i)mndh of poetry.74 It can
be imagined that he could compose Sanskrit Ssdsis on the spur of the

moment on suitable occasions. In the Adu-Prafass, Someévara has spoken

%}'{u

highly of his originality in the field of poetry and his strict administration in
the domain of state-craft.” > Verses spoken by him before his death, while he

I 4 .
was on the way to Satruhjaya express a deep-seated religious fervour and a

humility, which only the great souls can show.

As remarked earlier, Vastupala has composed the Namm&riyaginaﬂdéa
Mahakavya in sixteen cantos, describing the friendship of Arjuna and Ktsna,
their rambles in the R#ivamka Garden, and the conseguent carrying away by
Arjuna of Krsna’s sister Subhadra. At the end of the pocm he has mentioned
his numerous Saégbdyé:ms.“ And we know from other sources that his first
great pilgrimage was undertaken in 1221 A.D. Hence the poem must have
been composed after that year. Praising Vastupala, who did such a
remarkable work in various fields of life and literature, Narendraprabha Suri
has given the following verse, which summarizes succinctly his manifold

achievements ..
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PN FEAFU Healeiamismaned

T4 Sreasiy sivaaly Bgndidass |
gistbsed u wea R g

WISU e 7 FEguwEieitEe gyianae ||

It appears rather unusual to modern readers that a man should be
simultaneously a great statesmen and administrator as well as literary figure.
Such people are known to patronize learning, but one feels some doubt when
they are also credited with aﬁthorship of literary works. And such doubts are
not altogether groundless, because it is believed by some scholars in the case
of such famous kings as Bhoja and others that they are credited with the
authorship of literary compositions coming from the pen of their prcgeges. Is
such a doubt, thet;, not justified about Vastupala’s authorship of literary wérks
attributed to him? Doubts in such cases can not be completely resolved, as it
is a matter of interpreting evidence. But one thing is, however, certain that
there is nothing inherently incompatible in a statesmen and administrator
being also a literary writer. The literary history of Gujarat as well as of other
parts of India supplies us with many such cases. Some of them may be
mentioned here. Vi§akhadatta, the famous authot of the Mudraraksasa, was
the son of Maharaja Bhaskaradatta and grandson of S@manta Vatesvaradatta,
and belonged to a family of the ruling class under the Imperial Gupuas.

Vatsaraja the author of six Rupakas, was a minister of the Paramardideva of
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Kalafjara. The names of the great Vedic commentator Sﬁyaga and his brother
Madhava, who were ministers at the court of Vijayanagar, are well-known.
They are great scholars as well as patrons of learning and their work is too
well-known to require any introduction. It was a tradition in ango\i'pnt and
medieval India that persons of eminent position were also the cultural
leaders of their time, and ii was their highest ambition after doi‘ng their life’s
work to die in religious mcditatio'n, having renocunced the worldly ties. On
grounds of supposed incompatibility we are not justified in having doubts
about Vastupala’s authorship of the works attributed to him, unless, as in other

cases, there is some positive evidence, circumstantial or direct, which

justifies us in raising such doubts.

E] Literary Circle of Mah@mitya Vastupila

Afrer making a study of the life and works of Vastup'ala. We now come to
the known figures of his Literary Gircle. From the available biographical data
about thesé écmons we shall sce how they came in contact with Vastupala and
how they entertained him with their poetic compositions, and what way the
patron appreciated their work, We shall also see how some of them composed
poems to express their admiration for him, and also how some works wcfc
written on the particular subjccts in response to request from the patron. We

shall find, morcover, how thosc pocts and scholars were having contact among
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themselves, and how they appreciated, helped and some times rivalled with
each other. That these persons really formed a circle, and were not merely
casual visitors, will be clearly seen. But here a question might naturaﬂ;arise
bout the propriety of describing these writers as forming the ‘Literary Circle
of Vastupala,’ and not of the royal court of the Vaghelas. There is no doubt
that these poets and scholars come to the Vaghela court, and some times
received gifts from the king, as in the case of Harihara; Nanake and Arisithha;
but it is clear from the cvidcﬁcc, which will be presented here that these writers
cared to bestow praise on the Vaghela-kings rarely, which indicates thatall of
them were dependentupon Vastupala and it was mainly through him that their
literary efforts flourished. And hence we are justified in claiming these
writers as the literary circle of Vastupala. A study of the activity of this circle
throws a flood of light on the cultural life of the times of Vastupala and also it
is very important for understanding the literary and scholastic traditions of

medieval Gujarat. We shall take these literary figures one by one. .
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i) Somesvara

g yEIgd geydl O wids u-

Sar qafy qed g A Yo o yaEaniay |
e Bravsial= wsdi aegern e

&g, o IRgly Sl & eiduTdutg || 78

Somesvara or Somefvaradeva was a close friend of Vastupala and chief
among the pocts patronized by him. He was hereditory priest of the

Caulukya-kings of Gujarat, and wiclded great influence at the courts of

Anahilavad and Dhavalakka.

After culogizing his ancestors, Somesvara has mentioncd a few facts
about himself in the Swrerorsave Mahakdvya. He says how contemporary
pocts likc Harihara and Subhata appreciated his poctry. 7? BY composing a
work full of poctic merits, and a play, within only half of a Yama, he had highly
entertained the members of the court of Bhima I1 8, After praising his own
poetry, and also the poetry and munificence of Vastupzla in a number of

vcrsos,m he closes the canto, which shows that the author and the patron were

fast friends before the composition of the Surasotsava Makekavya.

In addition to the Swrafofsava, based on the Devimakatmya in the

Markandeyapurapa,ithe poet composed other works. The Kirtibaumudi
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Mahakdvoya is a panegysic of the glorious deeds of Vastupdla and is very
important for the study of comemporafy. history and society. He wrote a
play- Ufla’_‘g&ar&gﬁava,gz dramaﬁﬁng the Ramayana story. It was acted in the

famous temple at Dvaraka on the Prabodhini Ekadasi. 53

In addition to these, Someévara has composed an anthology of
didactic verses called the Karpamraprapa. 84 Ramasaraka s hymn to Rama in

. . ' /
one hundred verses is also a work of Somesvara, 85, and was once very

e
L3

populas, judging from the number of x;xanuscript‘s of the poem and of its two

- commentaries - one by Ekanatha and the other by some unknown author. 86

From his numerous compositions on various subjects, it appears that
. 7 . . z .
Somesvara was a man of liberal outlook. Though he was a devout Saiva and
4
“Sakta and an adept in the Vedas, he wrote not only pocms and plays praising

- /. .
Rama, but also Prasatis for the Jaina temples.

/
Stray Verses of Somesvara
E 4

The Pradandhas give a number of references and anecdotes which bear
« , / . . - . . .
-upon Somesvam’s relation with Vastupala. Here is are given some important

and interesting references.

. . - /
“Once in a rainy season, Vastupala and Somesvara had been to the port
of Stambhatirtha, At that time horses imported from some foreign country

were being brought down from the ships. Vastupala looked at the horses and
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gave the following Samasya to Somesvara —
AgeEE i w4 niaaaiime |
to which Somesvara gave aswift answer as follows.
sasgrsrsaisagTaaia 1
—and he was promptly rewarded with a gift of sixteen horses.3?

On another occasion members of the literary circle had assembled.
Vastupala and Tejapala were also present. A Samasya was gi ven — HIE I
A HAFH | Someivara promptly composed a couplet and the seemingly

irrelevant words of the Samasya became full of meaning-

YAFTeE=TTEATal A 4 afae |
- gaus uftg @3 gEus FEs B ar wawes ||

Highly pleased at this gift of ready poetry, Yasmpala gave Somesvara a

present of sixteen thous and Drammas.38 .

Once when Someévara came to Vastupala®s court, he ﬁas given a scat,
which he did not occupy. When asked the reason, he uttered the following
- verse.—- | |
HATS TUSTAEHEATI S Ao
Y§TE1 AT SZAHIATEAT | |
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-Having heard this Vastupala gave nine thousand Drammas.?%

During one of his Sanghayatras to Satrunjaya, the minister was
worshiping the Jaina, when the supplicants ran towards him all at a time.

Looking to the crowd Somedvara spoke the following verse ....
FeeTiifEaysa gur Hwghs wid
9T GITHHIES SE el i |
g, greratirmiite sy
aoqefisgdi Rramal sfaguas Bdt 1

‘The Prabandhas say that for this he received a large some asa gift.';‘3

When Vastupila returned from the campaign in which he defeated

% ' _ ¢
Sankha, he was reccived by Someévara with the following Sloka—

sfiaegae sfaqeEmE Ear 9ig geuaEce |
SR ST ST e g wastiom 37 s | o



i1) Harthara

Wyl uY Y Hiy e sisi gurms |
ety wAteit aft eRet e 1

- Vastupala 72

Harihara appears to be onc of the prominent literary figures of the time,
as‘ Rajasckhara has devoted onc whole Predaesdha to him in the Prabandhakosa,
and Vastupala also held his poetry in. high cst..ccm. According to the
Pmbandéakasﬂz, Hanhara was a descendent of ér:han_sa, author of ihc famous
Nai.gadb;yac‘aﬁxa,% onc of the most formidable, yer poctic compositions in
Sanskrit literature.?® 1t was Harihara who had brought the first manuscript of
the Naisedha to Gujarat and it was at the initiative of Vastupsla that the work
got 3 wide currency in the provincc, as a result of which the oldest

commentaries of the work were written solely in Gujarat.95

ith) Yasovira

meielsr 9 arg ost asr a e s iR
yaidevehRsimuwivsga =R 11 9%

"‘ . - ’ [
Yadovira was a close friend of Vastupiala. Somesvara has praised both
’ \
these friends in a verse by describing them as *two sons of Goddess

Sarasvati.”®” Yadovira was a Vagi# and professed the Jaina religion, though
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nothing is known about his specific caste. The Kirtikaumudi has clearly
mentioned him as “the minister of the Cola-King,”® though it has not given
the ruler’s name. In the drama Hammiramadamardhana of Jayasimha Suri,
Vastupala has been represented as honouring Yadovira as his elder brother. It
f
can be said on the authority of the same work that Yadovira had rendered
considerable help to Tejapala in making Vastupala’s strategy succcssfut
against the Muslim invasion, and that Yasovira’s advice was sought by Tejapala

on all important matters at that time, as Narvad and Mevad were the places

of action.

From his verses quoted in the Prabandhas it seems that Yafovira was a
Sanskrit-poet not devoid of merits. This is further corroborated by the fact
that the Kirtikaumudi has compared him with poets like Kalidasa, Magha and
Abhinanda.?® But no work of Yadovita has come down to us. B.].Sandesara 199
opines about Yadovira that: “Being a man in an eminent position, he was also
a patron of literature. In a palm leaf manuscript of a Sanskrit anthology of
verses presented in the Samghavi-Pada-Bhandara at Pattan, 1 saw several
verses in praise of minister Yasovira in the section called Sajfanaprasamsa or
the praise of the good. As the manuscript is fragmentary, we do not know
either the date of composition or of copying or the name of the anthology or
of the compiler. But this is enough to show how Yasovira was held in high

esteem by some poets. Jayasithha Suri, grand pupil of Vadideva Siri and

author of the Prasfasti of Gacigedeva on the Sundha hills in Rajastan, had
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utt’gred the following verse, when Yadovira installed the image of Mahavira

in a temple called the Candana Vasati built by him at Jhalor

oo ford ushtalir afvean 1
armerioral d asn dfaen |

The rhetorician Manikyacandra, author of s commentary Sasizketa on the

- -/ v - . Is _-- .
Kavya prakasa thus praised Yasovira on an occasion :

g el e f%tfh!aa !
4 "ifa e aEceEaEay, |

iv} Subhata

g uguras wg s wfral Fas |
Sy HRren st Aieiog |
--Somesvara. 101
Nothing is known about the personal history of Subhaga, but his
conncction ivi th the Li terary Circle of Vastupala is attested by the fact that
Someévara has praiscd his poetry along with that of other poets of the Circle
like Naracadra, Vijayscna, Hariha?a and Yaéov_i.ra; and the Syrvesseva informs
us how Subhata and Harihara appreciated the poetry of Somesvara. 192 Cnly

one actplay of Subhata, the Dusengada, which is called a Chayangsoka by the

author, has comec down to us. As is mentioned in the prologue, it was acted in
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Anahilavada, by the ofc?er of King Tribhuvanap?la on the occasion of a
festival in honour of the late King Knm;rap'é'la.un But when we take into
consideration the title of Kavipravara or ‘the chief among the poets’
bestowed upon Subhata by Somesvara, itappears that he might have written
some greater works worthy enough to justify that titde. Subhata has also

described himself in the prologue as proficient in logic. 104

v) Arisimha

T ATEe FEHAHalaa |
FgTEEEs et g i as afemy |
--Amaracandra Suri. 105

Thakkura Arisimha was the son of Lavanasimha.1®® He was a favourite
of Vastupala, and had rCcciv&d from him land and other gifts, just like
Some$vara, the author of the Kirsikaumuds. 107 According to the Prabandhakosa
, he was a follower of Jinadatta Suri of the Vayada Gaccha, and as such he may
be considered a Jain. Though Arisifaha was a [ayinan, he was a Kulaguru or
preceptor in fine arts of the famous poct and rhetorician Amaracandra, 108
Amaracandra held Arisitnha and his poetry in high esteem, as is clear from his
works, and both the literary men, one a layman and another a monk, worked

in close collaboration.
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Poetic fame of Arisimha had spread outside Gujarat and a number of his
verses have been included in the anthologies like the Sikrimukravalil®® and
t'he Sarngdharapadikasi 110 The Upadesatarangini has quoted a verse of
Arisimha in praise of Vastupala, for which, according to their work, the former
was awarded the ssm of two thousand.!!! But most remarkable specimen of
the poetic activity of Arisimha is his Matabzvya Sukrrasmbirtana written in
praise of his patron Vastupala for commemorating his good deeds. Five verses
at the end of each Canto of this Mohakaoya are the compositions not of
Arisimha, but of Amaracandra. It is stated in this work which Arisimha

composed, that Amarcandra wrote these five verses Canto by Canto, 112

No work of Arisimha, other than Subrrasenkirsana is exrant. The present
work is another historical Mzkakawya, which alse has for its theme the life
and works of Vastupala. As its name suggests, it has been composed for
commemorating ti)e good decds of Vastupala. Just as the Kirtikaumudi puts
comparatively more emphasis on the political side of Vastupila’s life, the
Smé;rfasahkfﬂana gives more space to his feligioué and public works. Thus
the two poems supplement each other, and it is quite possible that they were
written with the same end in view. The Sal:rmsahﬁfrfana has cleven cantos

and 553 verses in all.
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vi) Amaracandra Suri

FEFVI ARTIaET Juiigamisar |
Nayacandra Sgri. 113

Amaracandra Siiri is one of the remarkable names in the history of
medieaval Sanskrit literature. He is best known as the author of the
Bzlabrarara, 11 and the Kévyakalpalara. 113 His Balabharars is a sort of
epitome, in its snbject-matter, of the famous Makabharata, as its very name
suggests. Like ite prototype, Baladharara is divided into 18 Parvans, each of
which Sl’lb- divided into one or more cantos, the sum total being forty-four,
including the last canto which gives the Pratasri. The Granmagra of the whole
work, as given in the last verse of the last éanto ts 6950 S/okas. The
Kavyakalpalara is in the form of Karikas, the number of Karikas as printed in
the cdition of the Kai Sanskrit Serics being 798. The Padmananda Mahskawya
is #nothcr work of 'AmaraCandra, which has for its subject the mythical |
-account of the first Jaina T}}thankaqa gdin'étha. It is divided into nineteen

cantos, and its Gransagra is 6281 Slokas.

Some verses ascribed to Amaracandra are preserved in the Praldandias.
Once Vastupala was going to attend the sermon of Amaracandra. But while at

the door of the hall, he heaed the Acﬁ'rya uttering the following line —



RITIHR HER A EEEEn |

— and Vastupala, thinking that the X'ca‘r\}as mind was full with thoughts
about women, did not salure him. Then theic’étga recited the second foot of

the verse — .

U R9vE Td TG age |

— And being astonised, Vastupala saluted him with honour, 117
f

vii) Vijayasena Suri
yafaerdae gumygen fa |
HITHeSHeS It s Y aedigas | |

-- Somesvara, 118

Vijayasena Suri was the?&cﬁrya of the Nagendrgachha, and Vastupala’s
preceptor on the maternal side, and ;xs such, the instaliatior; ceremony of the
images in the temples built by Vastupala was performed at his hands. It was
the advice and instruction of Vijayasena which inspired the building of temples,

establishment of B4andaras and the undertaking of Sasghavarras by Vastupala

and Tejapala.11?



111

Vijayasenva’s relation with the family ofVastupEla‘ was naturally very
cordial, being a Kulaguru or family-preceptor. It was at the instance of
Vijayascna thar Vastupala had gone to salute Jagaccandra Suri (father of
Vijayasena) of the Vrddha Tapagachha,lzo and had honoured him and his
puptls. Vijayasena was a scholar. Pradyumna Suri, the author of the
Samaradirya-Samksepa, was taught Nyaya by him, 121 and had alse received
the Vivekamanjars Tika of B‘ﬁlacandra.izz No other Sanskrit composition of
Vijayascna has been found as yer, but judging from the way in which his
poetic faculty has been referred to by contemporary authors, i't is probable
that he may have composed some Sanskrit poetic works worthy of note. We

have an Aj)abl}.rm;:.s’a work, the Revasniagiri KZ.’m,lz?' from his pen. It was

composed on the occasion of one of Vastupala’s pilgrimages to Girnar.

viii) Udayaprabha Suri
deearat an qﬁmgezanﬁs (
Hifererira germfy mifx asfrargde 1)
- Somesvara. 124

Udayaprabha Stri was the chief pupil of Vijayasena Siiri. Itappears that
he was considerably junior in age to Vastupala, as Vastupala had invited

r 4
well-known scholars from long distance for teaching varicus Sastras to



112

Udayaprabhsa 23 Vastupala also organised the function to install Udayaprabha

as an Acarya at a large cxpense.tz’"

The main literary v)o:g of Udayaprabha is his Digrmabiyudaya
Makdkavya, which was pmbablf composed on the occasion of Vastﬁp'éla’s great
pilgtimage in 1221 A.D. It must have been composed before 1233 A.S.,
because a manuscript of the work bearing the date, in Vastupila’s own
ﬁandwvriting, fxas been preserved. Arﬁong_othct works of Udayap}abha there
Qrc two panegyrics called the Sal:ﬂaéfrtiéallolini and Vastupalasiuti,

glorifying the good deeds of Vastugala and Tejapala.
ix) Jinabhadra

Jinabhadra was a pupil of Udayaprabha Siiri. No more information is
available about him ; but this much we know that he had composed in 1234 -
ﬁ.D.Pfﬁﬁ&gdm&zli‘or a collection of historical and legendary anecdotes, which

. . » R B .. . « ® -
contained a number of stories, regarding Jaitrasimha, Vastupala’s son,
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x} Naracandra Surl

ISl AT AT SRt |
ayierer Hrdy @ gBansa | |

’
-- Somesvara. 127

Naracandra Sati was a pupil of Devaprabha Suri!?8 of the Maladhara
Gachha. He was the preceptor of Vastupala on the mn’téma! side,and was in
close contact with Yijayasena Suri and his pupils 129 Vastupala held him in
high honour, and he had taught Vastupala the three Vidyas i.e Nyaya, Wakarapa,

and Sz#itya, and also the Jaina works - Sadivafya&a and Kamapm{fﬁlso

Naracandra Suri was a great scholar, and was highly proficient atleast in
four fixtras viz, Nyaya,Vyakarapa,Sakitya and Jyotis. In Nyaya he has
written a schoiady' Tippa;:; on the Nyayakandali of étfdhara, in Vyakarana the
PrE}ftaprabaud)).a o tréatise on the Prakrit grammar, in Sabiva a prap; on

the Anarghardghava of Murari, and in Fyosis, the Jyorissara, 131
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xi} Narendraprabha Suri

aw T4 Braiiea: wyAtssn g |
A SHHEHERRITHIY Hgease g | |
Rajasekhara Saril32

“Once Vastupala, folding his han;is with devotion, thus requested
Naracandra Siisi - ‘some works on Ale#bara are difficult to grasp, because they
are lengthy, while some are not suffcicmi.y clear, as they are too short. Some
other books contain much that is irrelevant and can be understood with
difficnlddy. My mind is tired of listening to such works , which give not
judgment regarding the real nature of poetic are.So Plcase expound to me a
Sasrra, which is not too long, which contains the essence of the poetic art and
can be understood even by the less intelligent.” Hénring this, the Acarya
suggested to his pupil Narendraprabha Suri to write such a work, and the
latter composed the Alamkaramakodadhi, the Kiriéas‘and the Vren

thereon - for the delectation of Vastupala.133

He also wrote two collections of verses on religious topics- Vivedpddapa
and the Wivekakalika - from which we know that his pen-name was

‘Vibudhacandm Kavi’. 134
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xii) Balacandra Suri

RIS 2 éﬁamx & e |
TR U8 Tyae siEar |

Pradyumna Suri, 133

Balacandra was a pupil of Haribhandra Suri of the Candra Gachha. He
" has given at length the genealogy of his teachers in the Prasastis of his
Commentaties on the Upedashakandali and Vivekamanjars of Eéé‘c}a.

The Prabadhas mention that once young Balacandra praised Vastupala

. ’ _ _
with a verse comparing him with God Siva in every respect; 138 and Vastupala

, being pleased with it, spent several thousand Drammas in the ceremony for

installing B&lacandra asan :‘;ci'rya.

The main work of Balacandra is his Vasansavildsa , depicting the life of

Vasantapala, a name given to Vastupala by his poet friends.

Kamy&'véjr@udﬁa is one act play of Balacandra, dipicting the story of

king Vajrayudha.

Two other works of Balacandra are his commentaries on the

VivekamaRjari and the Upadelakandeli of Afada.
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xii1) Jayasimha Sori

Jayasimha Suri was a pupil of Virasuri and.hcad of the Muni Suvrata Caitya.
He is the author of the play Hemm;mwadamardaaa, dramatizing Vastupala’s
strategy in repulsing a Muslim attack on Gujarat. The play was acted at
Stambha;inha at the instance of Jaitrasimha, Vastupala's son, then the
governor of that city. Another composition of Jayasimha Suri is a pancgyric in

seventy-seven verses called the Vasmpala-Tijapala Prasasti %7

xiv) Manikyacandra

Minikyacandra was a Jaina ascetic of the Raja Gachha, and a pupil of
. Sagaracandra Siri. He is the author of the famous Saméesa, one of the oldest
and most authoritative commentaries on the Kavyapraktasa of Mammaga. He

also composed two Ma;i&éé’v_yas-&a?:tinitﬁamﬁm and Pzrsvanarhacarirra. 138

In addition to the poets and scholars mentioned above, there were a
number of others comparatively of minor importance, who came in touch with
Vastupala according to the Pradandhas. Bur they are not mentioned here

because no work is identified to the credit of any of them.



F. Death of Viradhavala and Vastupala

King Viradhavala died in 1238;1\.13.139 His popularity has created a
tradition, which says that a large number of people burn£ themselves on his
funeral pyre and Tejapila had come to the creamation ground with his army
to check others from doing so. 149 Vﬁ'adhavala had two sons-Pratapamalla and
Visaladeva. pratapamalla had died during the life time of Viradhavala,
leaving a son, Arjunadeva, afrer him V—i-sa}adeva, the j,f;:»nrxger son of
ﬁradhavala, came to the throne in 1238. A.D.}4! Vastupala died in 1240
A.D.(1296 V.S), only two years after Visaladeva’s coming to throne. Both the
Probandbakoba and the Vastupalacarita have given 1242 A.D.(1298 V.S.)as the
date of Vastupala’s death. But the Vasamravi/asa Mahakavya of the
contemporary Balacandra has the date of his death as Sunday the fifth day
of the bright half of the month Magha in the year 1296.V.S. (1-1-1240
AD).1* This statement is also supported by the dates in a palm-leaf
manuscript, which mention that Yastugala died in 1296 V.S.,HS and in an Abu
inscription, of the third daS( of the bright half of month Vaisdkha of the year
1296 V.S. (12-4-1240 A.D.), Tejapala is referred to as Maramarya, 116 which
corroborates the above statement that Vastupala died in Magha month of the
year, and Tejapala took the charge of the office dnly after the death of

Vastupala.
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So, there is no doubt that author Balacandra Suri was given a correct
date of Vastugala’s death and the statements of the authors of Prebandhakosa

and Vasmupalacarita about the date of Vastupala’s death is incorrect.

The Prabandhas say that Vastupala expired in the village Afnke‘va!ia,
while he was going on his last pilgrimage to Mt.éattu’ﬁjaya. 147 Phis
statement may be reliable, but we do not find it mentioned in the Vasantavilasa 148
The Prebandbakoda refers to the loss of Vastupala’s ministerial power in favour
of the minister Nagada. Elsewhere it is said that Vastupala had incusred the
anger of V-i_saladcva, bécause of the punishment meted out by the formerto a
- maternal uncle of the king, as that man had insulted a Jaina Sadhu; but the
minister was saved by the intervention of Somesvara.}4? Itis also mentioned
that once V;';alade$'a demanded from Vastupala the accounts of the
state- revenue, and finding that some of the money was speat after temples
etc. decided to punish him; but here alsé the kfng was held back by

Someévara. 159

Though we may not égcept such stories in their entirety, they can be
considercd as indicative of the fact that the min.istqr had incurred the
displeasure of the new king in his later life. There is nothing inhercfxtly
impossible in this, as we know several such instances in history, when a new
king finds it difficult 1o pull on with the nld minister. But here, there is no

-evidence to show that Vastupala was actually displaced by V;saladcva, though

he was no more on very good terms with the young sovercign. It is not
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unlikely that this may have been due to the machinations of Nagara
politicians led by Nagada or because Visaladeva might have felr the old

minister rather too overbearing to be tolerated.

There is a very trustwérthy evidence to show that Tejapala, the younger
‘brother, continued as the Makamasa ot prime-minister for a few years after
the death of Vastupala, and that the king’s displeasure was not so great as to
displace him from office. The above mcptioncd Abu description shows that
Tejapala was the minister after the death of Vastupala. We get first evedence
montioning Nigada as the Makamana in 1310 V.S. (1254 A.D.),151 which
show# that Tejapala died between 1247 and 1254 A.D. In any case, it can be
definitely said that Nagara Brahmin NEgagh.a became the Makamarna of

Visaladeva only after Tejapala’s death,152

In the preceding chapters we have scen the literary and scholarly
traditions of Gujarat in the ages that preceded Vastpala. We had studied the
historical and biographical accounts of Vastup‘ﬁla and of the poets and
scholars in his Literary Circle. And then we have reviewed the noteworthy
, contributipn which they madec to Sanskritvlim{aturc. The works of this
Litera;y Circfe range from stray verses to Makakavyas and also deal with
~ various branches of .S(e?stric litcraturc. Even if we do not consider the works
which are known only through references and have not vet been discovered,

there are Ten A{Mﬂa}g’n:, four plays, cightcen Prcslesﬁs, six Srosres three
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anthologies, a collective of Prabandhas, a collection of Jaina Dharmakathas,
two works on Apabramsa Rasa, three works on poetics, two warks on grammar,
a work on metrics, a8 work on Nyaya, two works on astrology, three
commentaries on Jaina religious works and a gloss on the Sanskrit play
Anargharaghava,l5? “This contribution becomes all the more noteworthy of
the great Literary and Scholastic activity that was going on in Gujarat in the.

13th century A.D. under the direct patronization of Vastupala.

The literary culture éf Gujarat in these days was a composite one, in
which there was an admirable cultural cg;-opcration among the Brahminical
and Jaina Scholars. We find that royal priests like Somesvara write Prasastis
of Jaina temples and a Jaina Sadhu like Balacandra Suri borrows literary
motifs from a great Brahminical work like the Bhagavata Parzpa.lﬂ
Mareover, we find that Amaracandra, also a Jaina Sadhu, summarises the whole
;af the Makabharata in verse, and praises Vyasa in the beginning of every

Canto. 155

It may be noted that the sacred book summarised by Amaracandra
is not the Jaina version of the Makabharata, but that great encyclopedia of

Indian traditions and legends ascribed to sage Vyasa.

This non-sectarian outlook in literary matters was not accidental, but it
came from commendable toleration and the spirit of ‘give’ and ‘take’ which
prevailed in contemporary life, represented by the great figure of Vasrupala

in almost all its aspeots as the preceding pages have shown.
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' !
G. History of Sarnkha

{ : C
Sankha, a chieftain of Lagx, comes as a major character in the fifth canto
of the Vasanravilasa Makakavya which summerizes the bartle between

/ _ :
- Vastupala and Sahkha. So, here is given a historical account of Sankha briefly.

S’aﬁkha a chieftain of Lata t;'.ountry was invariably referred to as
Sangramasimha in Hammiramademardana, whercas the Kirtikosmud; and the
Vasantavilase call himvgahkha, and all three works agree that he was the son
of Sindhuraja ; the Sml;rmkfrﬁ&élloligi definitely identifics éahkha with

Sangramasinka. 156

In the Vasantavilasa éaékha is called a Cahamana,!%7 and in the
K;ﬁiﬁatzmyﬁ.it is stated that the town of Cambay belonged to him by right of
descent, as his ancestors h:;d formerly held it.158 The Hansot grant of
Bhartrivaddha issucd from Broach in V.5, 813, reveals the cxistence of a lino
. of six gcncrations of C#hamana’s who a[\,\pcar to have resided in the region of
Broach and heold sway over Lata.15% As Broach according to the Chronicles
was the seat of éat’xkha"s govzrnmcﬁ‘t, he might have belonged to the line of
the Cahamana’s mentioned above but no precise identification of his

ancestry is possible.

/ ' - v
Besides Simha, the uncle of Sahkha, the Hammiramadamardana{HMM)
refers to another kﬁ;g of Lata named Sahajupals, who is spoken of in

connection with a past event as well as with the events dealt with in the play.m‘)



§ahkha’s exact status is not mentioned in the Hemmiramadamardana except
in t.hve‘ forged letter where he is designated as the MakamandaleSvara of
Defap'éia, the Paramara king of Malava.!®! Both the Kirtibaumuds (KK)and
the Vasaniavilasa (VV) mention another king of L'Q_ta who is not named. 162
Hence S.R.Bhandarkar suggested that Simhe and Sahajapala were
identical.16% As the HMM does not call Sankha the king of Lata, this is
probably %hat is meant, but in view of the testimony of the V¥V and the KX it
has to be adrﬁittcd that in that case L?:ga was divided into two parts: one was
being ruled by $adkha from Broach, and the other by Sahajapala , who might

- , )
have been Sankha’s uncle Simha, or his cousin, that is Simha’s son. 164

In the HMM, Slai\kha is said to be the nephew of Sifnha, King of [Zaga ;165
. but the KK and the VV does not mention Simha. The VV states that when
Lavanaprasada and Subhatavarman were fighting with each other, and the
Yadavas took advantage of it and invaded Lata, it was Sankha who repulsed
the Yadavas. This indiéatcs that éaﬁkha was wiclding power as early as the
first decacie of the 13th century A.D., as the Subhatavarman was succeeded
by his son Arjunavarman by A.D. 1210. In that case Sankha must have come to
power carlier. The HMM states that Simha was deserted by his friend the
Malava king when attacked by Yadavas as a result of which he came to terms
with V.{mdhavaln.lﬁﬁ About étu{xkha’s facher, Sindhuraja, none of fhe Chronicles
give any information, except stating that he was an enemy of V‘iradhavala and

lost his life at the hand of the Yadavasi®?
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In the HMM Vastupala praises S/aﬁkhn very highly for his victory over
the army of Simhana by which he putinto shade the wonder which previously
had been witnessed on the Reva when Ravapa’s pride was checked by
Ké'ttav-i'tya.ma Probably during this rime S’a{xkha had been acting as a
feudatory of the Parmaras. But later he was defeated and captured by the
Yadavas and spent some time in a Yadava prision. The first invasion of Gujarat
by Simhana apparently ending in a truce, Lavapaprasada and Viradhavals left
for Marwad. Taking advantége of their ;sbsericc, S/aﬁkha decided to attack
Cambay where Vastﬁp’é!a had been leftin charge'. According to Merutunga, a
Muslim merchant named Sayyad had inv’iwd S’aﬁkha, the Maka-Sadtanika of
Broach to help him against Vastup?ila.lm Both thé ¥V and the KK state that
Sankha sent an emissary ro Vastupala at Cambay demanding the surrender of
the city. He threatened Vastupala with dire consequences in case of refusal
and promised him high officers under Sahkha if he complied with the demand.
Vastupala disdainfully dismissed the emissary. Sastkha attacked Cambay and
in a well contested battle was décisivciy beaten and;ret‘ired. The Muslim

merchant Sayyad was killed by Vastugala.171

It is probable that chagrined by this defear, Sahkha again joined the

| Yadavas, and it was due to his incitement that Simha led anofher attack on
Gujarat. Sankha after deserting Simhana collected his troops and éroceeded
towards Cambay. This rendeted Vastupsla uneasy and he threatened to

’ ’
destroy Sahkha. Probably Sankha was coming with hostile intention, but he
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’haﬂ maintained a representatwe at Cambay to allay suspxcmn That dignitary,
‘4whcn accnsed by Vastupala of bad faith, assured the minister that ‘S'ankha was
commg With his troops to help eradhavata against the Turushkas. Vastupila
appeared to be satisfied with his explanation, but made arrangements for the

defence of Cambay.}72

Nothing more is known about Sankha. As Broach is known to have been
under Viradhavala’s son Visaladeval?? in V.5. 1298, presumably Sadikha was
deprived of all power and\position‘ by)ftha‘t' time. The last known date of Bhima
Il is V.S.1296; 'B-foaéh might have once again come under the sway of the
(‘au}ukyss durmg the region 0f Bhima 1}; For, probably Sankha was finally
removed 'from Broach by szaladeva, who has been supposed to have
defested the Yadas'a-army under Rama A.D. 1237 on the banks of the

Narmada.
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