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CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION

V.I. INTRODUCTION

In Chapter V, let us describe the pioneer 

Japanese scholars responsible for the stud/ of the 

Theravada Buddhism in Japan.

Their contributions have been unparallel in 

the history'of Buddhist studies in the world, because 

in an/ other country such extensive worms and studies *-wi 

have been done as regards Theravada Buddhism. This 

is unique ana interesting, no doubt, because it is 

MaJhayana Buddhism which has been introduced to Japan 

and throughout this long period only this faith has 

been practiced here. And still it is being practiced 

by all the Buddhists of Japan.

7.2. WHf THERAVADA BUDDHISM HAS BEEN STUDIED IN JAPAN 

WHERE M AHA YANA BUDDHISM HAS BEEN PRACTICED*?

Since 150 years ago European scholars have been 

interested m Buddhism. They understood it mainly 

in Pali Buddhism. Therefore, tne stuaies on Pali 

language and Pali Buddhism have been flourishing from 

tne end of the 1pth century to the beginning of the 

2oth century. Anu now the/ are almost developed.



*- * 1 4:4: J —

We have to study the Early Buddhism and Thera­

vada Buddhism which have been given Buddhism in the 

early period when we want to understand it correctly.

The materials of that study are contained in the 

Chinese translated sutras, Agama and Vinaya-pitala.

But they are perfectly contained in Pali Sutras.

In Japan, since the middle of the Meiji Period, 

some scholars have been much interested in Pali Buddhism 

which has not known and reflected by the Buddhist 

studies in Europe. And now most of the important 

materials written xn Pali were translated in the
l

Nanden 65 Volumes.

It is needed for each .of the Japanese Buddhist 

sects to study, early Buddhism and Theravada Buddhism 

for understanding their origin, and for the general 

people who believe in Buddhism but don't belong to 

any Buddhist sects. Early Buddhism and Theravada 

Buddhism are the standard for the understanding of 

Buddhism. Nov-a-days, in the Buddhist Universities 

and the national universities which have the depart-
i

ments of Buddhist studies or Indian philosophy, Pali 

language and Theravada Buddhism are studied.

Thus Japan is a Mahay ana Buddhist country 

but, Pali and Theravada Buddhism have been earnestly
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studied to understand Buddhism correctly by its 

pioneer Buddhist scholars.

V.3. PIONEER SCHOLARS DEVOTED TO THERAVADA 
BUDDHIST STUDIES

In Japan the Buddhist studies have been done 

only by thei texts translated into Chinese for many 

cencuries, i During the last, 100 years Japanese 

scholars haye done che Buddhist studies by Sanskrit, 

Pali and Tibetan in addition by Chinese . The remark­

able contributions have been done by them as regards 

Indian Buddhism.
I
i

Letjus describe the pioneer scholars and their
i

works and spudies. As stated before, the pioneer
i

scholars ofj the modern way of the Buddhist studies are 

I'lan^yo and Kasahara. Both of them studied Sanskrit 

under Prof. | Max Muller in Oxford. Unfortunately, 

kasahara has died. But Nan;jyo introduced the new way 

of study hej had learned in England to the academic
i

world m Japan. These two scholars toave much ins­

piration to! the later Buddhist scholars .
i
f

During las staying in England, he published
i

the well-knjown Catalogue of the Buddhist Tripitaka in 

1883. He alsu published the texts the Yanracchedika,

t
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and the Sukhavativyufea in collaboration with Prof .

Max Muller. Jin 1884 returning to Japan, he began to 

reach Sanskrit studies in Tokyo and Otani Universities.
i

This is the beginning of Sanskrit studies and Indology 

in the national and private universities in Japan. He 

edited Saddharma-pundarlka witn Dr. H. Kern in Holland 

and published the Lankavatara-sutra and the Suvarna- 

p rabhas a-sutra.
i
l

Junjiro Takakusu succeeded Nanjyo at Tokyo 

University as mentioned above . He wrote many articles 

in English ana other languages. He published many 

works as follows; The Amitayurdhyana-sutra (1894), A 

Record of the Buddhist Religion as practiced in India

^nd the Malay Archipelago by I-tsing (1896 ), the 

Life of Vasubandhu by Paramartha (1904}, the Samanba- 

pasadika (edition in collaboration with Nagai, 1924-38)
I

and the Essentials of Buddhist Philosophy (1947). He 

also published the Taisho-shinshu-daizokyo (The TaishU
l
l

edition of the Tripitaka) as a chief editor.
I

Unrai Ogivara (1869-1937) learned Sanskrit in 

Germany unae'r Dr. Leumann. His works are the Maha-
i

vyutpatti (1915), the Bodhisatfcva^bhumi (1939), the 

Sphutartha ibhidharmakosa-vyakhya (1932), the 

Abhisamyalahkaraloka (1932-55) and the S^addharma-
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pundarika (1'934).
j

Chizen Akanuma (1834-1937) studied in England
i

and in Ceylon for the study of the Early Buddhism. He 

became a pioneer in the field of Pali Buddhism in 

Japan. His j works are the Comparative Catalogue of

Chinese Ag aulas and Pali Nik ay as (1929) and the Dic-
!

tionary of Proper Names of Indian Buddhism from the

Pali Nikayas and from the Abhidhaymma (1931).
|
i

Dr. (Takakusu was not only a great scholar but
i

also a great teacher. There are many scholars under
i

him or being descended from him in Tokyo University. 

Let us describe some of them and their works;

Dr.iHakuju Ui (1882-1963) specialized in
II

Indian philosophy and Indian Buddhism. He studied in
!

Germany and!England. He taught in many universities
f

like Toyo, Keio, Keyasan, Taisho, Waseda, Komazawa
I

Universities after retiring from Tokyo University. He 

published many important works, e.g., Indo Tetsugaku 

Kenkyu (Studies on Indian Philosophy 6 Vols., Tokyo, 

Ko Shisha Shoki, Iwatani Shotin, 1931), Dai jo Butte n 

no Kenkyu (Studies on Mahay ana texts, Tokyo, Iwatani 

Shoten, 1963), Ui Hakuju Chosaku Senshu (Select Works 

of Ui Hakuju, 8 Vols., Tokyo, Daito Shuppansha, 1966) 

and Toy5 no! Rornu(logic of the East, Tokyo, Aoyama 

Shoin, 1950), etc.
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Bnsho xanakura (1896-^worked on Indian Philo­

sophy. His important /orks are Sfcahkara no tetsugaku 

(Philosophy of Sankara, Tokyo, Shunju Sha, (1980-1984), 

etc.

Taiken Kimura (1881-1930) specialized in 

Buddhist philosophy. He studied in Germany and England 

in 1919-1922. When he was still 48, he died. But his 

works on Buddhism are very important. They are Indo 

Roppa Tetsugaku (Six Schools of Vedic Religion, Tokyo, 

Heigo Shuppansha, 1915), Genshl Bukkyo ShisSron. The 

thought of Early Buddhism, Tokyo, Heigo Shuppansha. 

Meijji Shoin, 1923),, Abidaruirta ronsho no Kenkvu (The 

study of Abhidharma-upadesa, Tokyo, Heigo Shuppan-sha. 

Meiji Shoin, 1925) and Gedatsu eno Mi chi (The Way of 

Vimukti, Tokyo, Koshisha Shoho, 1924), etc.

Shoson Miyamato (1893-1983) specialized in 

Buddhism. His works are Chudoshiso oyobi sokio Hattatai 

(The Thought of the Middle Way and its Development, 

Kyouo, Hosokan, i944), Daijo to shojS (Mahayana and 

Hlnayaha, Ytikumo Shoten, 194a), Dai35 Bukkyo no 

Seiritsushitekj- Kenk/u (Historical Studies upon 

Mahayana Buddhism, Tokyo, Stvnseidd, 1954) and Pali 

Bukkyo0 Chushinto s6ita Bukkyo no Shinshiki-roa (The 

Problem of ,Mind and Consciousness on Pali Buddhism, 

Tokyo Sankibo Busshorin, 1964) etc,
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Shinsho Hanayama (1898*Specializes in 

Buddhism. His works aie Hokke gisfcu no Kerikyu (The 

Study of Fa-hua~i-su, Tokyo, Sankiho Busshorin, 1978) 

and Shotoku■taishi to Kenpo 17 jyo (prince Shotoku 

and the Constitution in Seventeen Articles, DaizS 

Shuppan, 1982), etc.

Makato Nagai (1881-1970) specialized in the 

Study of Pali. He studied under Prof. Anesaki Mafta- 

haru in Tokyo University. He taught Pali language and 

Indian Buddhism as a professor at Tokyo University.

Sarnantaoasadika, Buddhaghosa1 s Commentary on the
t

Vinaya Pitaka, 7 Vols. (Pali Text Society, London,

1924-47) which was done with Takakusu and Mizuno, was
other

said to be the great contribution. His^works are 

Konpon Bukkyo no ken&yu <The Study^f Original Buddhism, 

Tokyo, Tenchi Shobo, 1922), Shaka muni to Sono Kyo- 

gi (Sakyamuni ana his teaching, Tamamura Shoten, 192o) 

and Shaka den (The Life of Sakyamuni, Tokyo, Sansei 

do . 1935 ) etc.

Masaharu Anesaki (1873-1949) stuaie<d Philoso­

phy at first and stayed in Germany for three years for 

his research. His studies were not only the philosophy 

but also Indian philosophy and the Comparative Study 

of Philosophy and religion in East and West. He wrote
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many books in his life . Some of them are Konpon 

Bukkyo (Original Buddhism, Tokyo, Hakubunkan, 1910), 

Indo Shukyo Shi Ko (The thought of the history of 

Indian religion, Kinkb do, 1398) and Shukyb Gaku 

^ai/fcon (The1 Introduction of the Science of Religion, 

Tokyo SenmongakkU Shuppanbu, 1900), etc.

punahashi Issai (1909r)specializes in the 

Early Buddhism. He was graduated from Otani Univer­

sity and became the Professor. His works are Genshi 

Bukkyo Shiso no Kerikyu (A Study on Early Buddhist 

thought, Hozo kan, Kyoto, 1952), Gd.)nbKAnkyu (A Study 

of Kami an, Hozokan) and Shaku-son (Sakyamuni, Hozokan, 

1975), etc.

Ryusho Higata (1892—) is working on Jat aka.

He was graduated from Tokyo Universit/ and taught at 

Kyushu University. His works are J at aka gaikan (The 

outline of Jataka, Tokyo, Shunju Sha) and HonjyS- 

kyo rui no shiso shiteki kenkyu (The study of the 

history of the thought on Jataka, Tokyo, Toyobunko, 

1^54), etc,

Kogen hizunb (I90l~)has been working on Early 

Buddhism and Abhidhamma. He was graduated from Tokyo 

University. He taught in Tokyo and Komazawa Universi­

ties. His,works are parigo Bukkyo Tokuhon (Pali
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Buddhist Reader, Tokyo, Sankido, 1956). Nanden Uaizo- 

kyo Sosakuin (The Index of the Handen, The Southern 

Tripitaka, 65 Vols., Osaka, Toho Shuppan, 1986),

Genshi Bukkyo (Early Buddhism, Heirakuji Shoten,

Kyoto, 1956), Parigo Jiten (Pali-Japanese Dictionary,, 

Tokyo, Shunju Sha, 1968), Parigo Bunpo (Pali Grammar, 

Tokyo, Sankibo husshorin, 1955) and Bukkyo no kiso- 

chishiki (The basic knowledges on Buddhism, Tokyo, 

Shunju Sha, 1971), etc.

Kaigyoku Watanabe (1872-1935) specialized in 

Sanskrit, Tibetan ana Pali. He studied in Germany for 

10 years. He supervised Taisho Tripitaka, 100 Yols. 

with Takakusu, etc.

Susumu Yamaguchi (1895-1976) was graduated 

from Otani University. He studied in Prance for 3 

years. He specialized in Madhyamilca and Vijnapti- 

matrata. His works are Chug an Bukkyo ronko (Studies 

on the Kadhyamika, Kyoto, ICobundo, 1944), Kuno 

Sikai (TheiWorld of Sunya, Rise? Sha, 1967) and Indo 

gaku Bukkyo gaku ronshu (Studies in Indology and 

Buddnology, pressed in Honor of Prof. Su^sumu 

Yamaguchi, on the Occasion of the 60th Birthday, 

Hozokan, 1955) etc.

Shinko Mochizuki (18q9-194S) specialized in 

Abhidharma ana Tenuai. His contribution to the
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Buddhist field was great, lie published Mochizuki 

Bukkyo Dai jf ten (The Lar^e Buddhist Dictionary by 

Mochizuki , 7 Vols., Sekai Seiten Kanko Kyokai, 1954).

He established Bussho Kariko-kai (The society of’the 

publication of Buddhist books) with Nan^yo, Takakusu 

and Kimura Seigai in 1912. He contributed to estab­

lish Tais’no 'University in 1926.

Ilajime Nakamura (1912—)has been working on
(

the Indian Philosophy and Buddhism. He is proficient 

in Sanskrit, Pali and Tibetan. He was graduated from
i

Tokyo University and taught there. After retiring 

from Tokyo University, he has established the private 

institute, Toho gakuin( The Institute of the Orient). 

He was honored many times for the contribution to

the field of the Oriental Philosophy. He v/rote many
!

books. Some of them are Indo Tetsugaku Shisb-Shoki 

Yedanta, Tetsugakushi (The Philosophical Thought of 

India, History of Early Vedanta Philosophy, Tokyo, 

Iwatani Shoten, 1951-1956), Toyojin no Shiyui hoho 

(The way of thinking of the Oriental people. Selected 

Works of Haoime Nakamura, Yois. 1-4, Shunju Sha (1965),
i

3ukk,y5 go daijiten (The dictionary of Buddhist Works, 

Tokyo Shoseki, 1975), Butten Kaidai Jiten (The Dic­

tionary of the bibliographical introduction of the 

Buddhist Sutras, Tokyo, Shunto' Sha, 1978, in
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Nakamura Hajime Senshu (Selected Works of Hajime 

Nakamura, 23 Vols., Tokyo, Shunjju Sha, 1965) and Indian 

Buddhism (KUPS Publication, 1980), etc.

Akira Hirakawa (1915-Ohas been working on 

Early Buddhism and Buddhist philosophy. He was 

graduated from Tokyo University and taught in 

HokkaidS, Tohoku, Tokyo and Waseda Universities. He 

is now the Chairman of Indogaku Bukkyogakkai (The 

Japanese Association of Indian and Buddhist Studies). 

His main works are Genshi Bukkyo no kenkyu (The Study 

of Early Buddhism, Tokyo, Shunju Sha, V/orks of Hira­

kawa Akira, |1988), Shoki Dai30 Bukkyo no Karikyu 

(The Study of the Early Mahayana Buddhism, Works of 

Akira Hiraiawa, 1988~)„ Kusharon Sakuih (Index of 

Abhidharmakosa, 3 Vols., Tokyo, Daizo Shuppan, 1973- 

1978, in collaboration with Hirai Shunoi and Takahashi 

So), Indog aku Bukkyogaku Kenkyu Sakufm (Index of IBK„ 

Tokyo, SenkibT3 busshorin, 1987), Koza Dqijy0 Bukkyo 

(lectures on Mahayana Buddhism, 10 Vols ., Tokyo, 

Shunju-sna), Bukkyo Kenkyu no Shomondai (Problems of 

Buddhist Stuuies, Tokyo, Sarikibo busshorin, 1987), 

Bukkyo Kennyu nyumon (The introduction of Buddhist 

studies, Tokyo, Laizo Shuppan, 1984),
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Bukkyo no rekishi (The History 

of Buddhism, Hotokeno Sekaisha, 1972j), Ritsuzo no 

kenkyu (The study of Yinaya-pii^aka, Tokyo, Sankibo 

busshorin, 1980) and Indo Bukkyo Shi (The History of 

India, Tokyo, Shunju Sha, 1974-79), etc.

Egaku Mae da (1926-) has been working on Thera- 

vada Buddhism and Pali. He is teaching at Aichi- 

gakuin University. His works are Gens hi Bukkyo KySten 

no Rekishi CA History of Formation of Original Buddhist 

Texts, Sankibo Busshorin Co., ltd., Tokyo, 1964),

Cendai Srilanka no Jyozabuxkyo (Theravada Buddhism in 

contemporary Sri Lanka, Tokyo, Sankibo Musshorin Co. 

ltd., Tokyo, 1586), Shakuson (Shak.yamuni, Tokyo,

Sankibo Busshorin, 1983). He vrote many other Research Papers 

as follows?

1)Chronology of the Original Pori# Derived frow 

a Comparative Study of the Four Nik ay as of the Pali 

and of the Four Again as in Chinese Translation (IBH,

Ho. 3, 1953, pp. 315-313).

nj .’He Original Leaning 'Yedalla’ and tie Explana­

tion of \„ipul„a m Ne.von^c.budv’hor>rsana (IB..., presented

to Prof. Shoson Miyamoto for his 61st birthday, 1954,

pp» 169=182),
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nv)On the Character and Various Aspects of Pariyaya, 

in the Pali Buddhist Canon (The Bukkyo Shigaku: The 

Journal of the history of Buddhism, Vol. VI, 2957, No.

3, pp. 29-4o, No. 4, pp. 33-42.

•NjTales of Journeys to Heaven and Hell as seen 

in Pali Literature {IBK, No. 13, 1958, pp. 44-56).

v)The Special Traits of the Stories of Journeys 

to the Other-World which appeal* in Indian Buddhist 

literature, Chiefly as seen in the Jataka and Avadana 

Texts (The, Other World Motifs in Literature., 

Chuokoron-sha; Tokyo, 1959, pp. 415-496).

v\) Chikuma-shobo*s Japanese Translation Series 

of World Literature, Vol. IV: Indian Literature 

(Tokyo, 1959, pp. 109-180)*

1) Gospel of the Buddha: 24 Chapters of Vinaya, 

Mah&vagga.

2) World of Truth: Dhammapada.

3) Twenty Buddhist Birth Stories; Selections 

from ohe Jataka.

\n\) A report on Buddhist Studies Mainly Based on 

Pali Materials in Europe (IBK, No.21, 1963, pp. 283- 

297).

vw) A report on Buddhist Studies Mainly Based on 

Pali Materials in India and South-East Asia (IBK, No.

22, 1963, pp. 755-780).
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\x) Buddhist Thoughts in Pali literature of India 

and South Asia (“Buddhist Thoughts” Series, Riso- 

sha/Tokyo, Vol. 7, 1975, pp. 19-61).

a) Development of the Original Buddhist Sangha (a_ 

S/mposium oh Original Buddhism, ed. by Shuyu Kanaoka. 

Kosi-shuppan: Tokyo, 1y76, pp. 110-130).

Shozen Kumoi (1915-) is the Prof, of Bukkyo 

University. He has been working on Early Buddhist 

studies. His works are Bukkyo KSryujidai no Shiso- 

kerikyu (Philosophical Study in the time of the rise 

of Buddhism, Heirakuji Shoten, 1967) and Indo Bukkyo 

(Indian Buddhism, Hirakawa Shuppansha, 1978).

Ha^ime Sakurabe (1925- ) has been working on 

Early Buddhism. His works are Kusharon (Abhidharma- 

ICosa, Daizo Shuppan, 1981) and Kusharon no Kenkyu 

(A Study of Abhidharma-Kosa, Hozokan, 1969).

Kouatsu Eujita (1y28 - ) is a Pro-fessor of

Hokkaido University. He has been studying on Early 

Buddhism ana Pure Land teachings. His works are Zendo 

(Shan-tao, Kodansha, iy84) and Genshi Bukkyo, Shoki 

Bukkyo. Konpon Bukkyo (indote-tsugarcu Bukkyogaku, 1986).

KSisho Tsukamoto (iy2y- ) has been working on 

Theravada Budanism and Pali. His works are Shoki
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Bukkyo Kyodanshi no Kenkyu (A Study of the History of 

the Early Buddhist Samgha, Sankibo Busshorin, 1966) 

and Ash oka Q (King Asoka, Heirakujji Shoten, 1973), etc.

Pomiimaro Watanahe (1934-1990) was teaching in 

Aichigakuin University but unfortunately he died 

recently. His famous book is titled "philosophy and 

its Development in the Nikfiyas and Abhidhamma", publi­

shed from India, in 1983. His other works are Samadhi
I

and Jhana in early Buddhism (Zen Buddhist Today 3,

1985) and The true teaching, practice and realization 

9f the Pure Land way, Vol. 3 (Hongwanji Inti. Centre, 

1987).

Sodo Mon (1934- ) has been working on Thera-

vada Buudhism and Pali. He has studied in Sri Lanka 

and Englend. He is now teaching at. Aichigakuin 

University. He is known by the study of Pali Attha- 

katha. He recorded Kokusai Bukkybtokyokai-shozo 

Parigo Bunkenmokuroku (All the Pali texts possessed 

by the International Buddhist Society) in 1974, He 

was awarded the degree of Doctor of Literature for his 

"A Study of the Pali Atthakatha" submitted to the 

University of Tokyo in 1981 . And in 1984 he published 

Pali Bukkyo Chushaku Bunken no Kenkyu (A Study of the 

Pali Commentaries, Sankibo Busshorin, Tokyo, 1984).



Shoji Mori (1938- ) is a Professor of Toyo

University. He has been working on Early Buddhism 

and Theravada Buddhism. One of his works iff Ritsuz5
1 I _

niokeru Snanti-sono Heiwa eno Riron SANT I on Yinaya- 

pitaka — Of its theory to the peace)? Heiwa to 

Shukyo (3), 1984.

Shingyo Yoshimoto (1y4o- j is a lecturer 

of Otani University. He has been working on Theravada 

Buddhism and Pali. He wrote Abidaruma Shiso (Thought 

of Abhidharma, Hozokan, 1982).

Minoru Seki (1941- ) is a professor of Koma-

zawa University. One of his works is Shoki Bukkyo- 

kyodan niokeru itansha no mondai (Problems of heretics 

in the Buddhist Samgha in Early Buddhism. Nihon 

Bukkyogakkai Nenpo, 39, 1974).

Noriaki hakamaya (1943- ) is a professor

of Komazaya University. He joined the work of 

Kusharon Sakuin I-III (I-III, Index to Abhidharma- 

kosa, 19741/8, Daizo Shuppan).

Nobuaki Kamiya (1943- ) has been working on

Theravada Buddhism. He wrote dendai Srilanka no
i

rozabukkyO (Theravada Buddhism in contemporary'Sri
' '

Lanka, Sankibo Busshorin, 1y8b).
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Kyosho Tanaka (1047- ) has been working on

Abhidharma and Theravada Buddliism. He is a Professor 

of Musashi no Womens' University. One of his works is 

Shuimonsokuron (Bukkyogaku. Bukkyogaku Kenkyukai, 1979).

Tatsuo Haya (1052- ) is a scholar of t%e
Society for the study of Toho. One of his thesises 

in Futatsu no mu no (Two impermanences, IBK, 54(2),

1986).

Hiromichi Hikita (1953- ) is a lecturer of

Aichi Gakum University. He has been vorking on 

Indian Philosophy and Buddhism. He wrote yugyosha- 

Bagavata Purana 0 chushin boshite (Bhagavata Purana, 

Sannyasm-Bhagavata Purana as a central person —

Takasaki JikidcT Hakase Kanreki Emen Ronbunshu, A col­

lection of Articles in Honour of Dr. Jikido Takasaki 

at his 60th birthday, 1y87).

Kiyotaka Minami (1954- ) has been working on

Theravada Buddhism and Pali. One of his publications 

is "a Tradition of the Atthaka-vagga in the age of 

e arly Buddhisin'’1 (Sn Saranankara Felicitation, 1988).

As stated above there were many pioneer
cc£c _

scholars,, devoted their lives to Theravada Buddhist

studies. And still now many Buddhism scholars are' 

engaged in the further studies of the Early Buddhism.
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V.4. IMPRESSION OF THIS STUDY.

People of the world havs an idea that Japan is 

only Mahayana Buddhist country. They have no idea how 

far Theravada Buddhist stuaies have been done in Japan.. 

So from my research we come to know how Japanese 

scholars devoted largely for the study of Theravada 

Buddhism for the last 100 years. And I think this is 

the only Mahay ana Buddhist country where Theravada 

Buddhism has been studied so thoroughly. This is the 

only country where the entire Pali canon has been 

translated into Japanese. In no otner country we can 

find like this. Not only Pali canon but also even 

most of the popular non-canonical Pali text also have
I

been translated into Japanese, which is not found in 

any other country. Many scholars have studied Thera­

vada Buddhism as a religion in their own way. They 

have expressed their own ideas about the basic 

doctrines of Theravada Buddhism. Some Japanese 

scholars have done comparative studies of Theravada 

Buddhist doctrine and Mahayana Buddhist doctrine.

And now the present Japanese scuolars have come to 

tne conclusion that without the study of Theravada 

Buddhism, the study of Buddhism will be incomplete.

So now-a-days the tendency in every Universities 

where Buddhism is taught in Japan there is a regular

t



161 ;-

coarse of Pali texts and Theravada Buddhist texts, So 

that the students may have a good idea of the original 

Buddhism. And hy this comparative study, they will 

have the clear idea about their own Buddhism what they 

are practicing now.

The people of the world have no idea, what 

the Japanese scholars have done in Japan regarding 

Theravada Buddhist studies. Because most of the 

studies are in Japanese, the scholars in other 

countries cannot understand Japanese. So they have 

no idea what we nave done so far as Theravada Buddhism 

concerned. So I have taken this venture to inform 

the world what we have done. Tnough we follow and 

practice Mahayana Buddhism, still we have best regard
o^—

for Theravada Buddhism ancQour scholars for the last

100 years have devoted whole of their life on the 

study of Theravada Buddhism.


