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SHAPTER YIIX
YASUMATT VIKRAMAM
There 1s a2 tresnsefipt of the play in the Kersla
University Hanuseriptllmm"y vhich extends upto the begine
ning of the fifth sct. A pelm leaf menuceript of the pley
is aveilable with Sri P,C,Sttenunni Bajs, Lecturer in Mels-

yalam, Sri GuruVEyﬂbrappag College, Celicut, It extends till
the end of the sixth act,

futhors In the prologue to Vasumativikrame, the suthor
mentions his name as Danodara. He also says that he had his

educetion at the hands ot o grent scholar by name Nerayana
end that the Zemorin himself had tekem 2 personsl interest in

his education even from his (c\hndhaod A1
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1 T«1137 - Kersla University Manuscript Librery collection,.
This transeript has been used for the present study.

feeording to Sri Reje only on2 leaf of the menuscript
at the end is miscing.

3 T.1187, p.7
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This Naraysna sceording to some scholars belonged to
Tiruvegappura agd might have been one of the court poets
of the Zamorin. ' ‘

Tradition furnishes a2 number of interesting details
about him end he is chiafly known to the people of Kersls for
his famous wordy duels with Uddenda Gastrigal, a scholer from
the Chols country who enjoyed the patronage of the Zsmorin
of Calicut and who defested all the local scholers nnd knoecked
off the much cmied prize known as pasttattensm conducted in
the temple of Taliyil (necer Kozhikode) every yea;l'...!s The local
‘scholars got determinsd to oust the intruder end they fod the
mother of Kakkeb6dri when =:e was having him in her womb with
preperation canctified by mentrass He 1= seid to have lost
his fother at the sge of throes 48 a child he wes precocious
and there 1s 2 story about him wvhich says thet as he was sble
to identify the crows thet csme deily to got the rice balls
offered during the daily obsequisl esremony, he got the name
Kakke®6ari, But it seems to be nothing othor then e fenetful
attempt to derive the term Kekka%éaris

4 CKSL., CheIV, p.86.
5 Bee for detalils udds

3 Pattettanavum by P.Ve.
Krishna darrior, p.51-60, Calicut, 1961,

8 m., VQIQII’ Ch.XX, p.ﬁ&,
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| | Ho finished his eduestion st the age of twelve snd then

went to the temple of Tellyil for tsking pert in the snnual
pattattansm snd challenged Uddsnde ‘tastrigels Aftor a W
debate, he was asble to deleet the laztler snd restore the ‘/hm
of the Kerals scholarse

In his lnter 1life, he 1z said to have become compietely
detached fromworldly 1life and indifferent to the parforzance of
praseribed ul.izim prectices. The orthodox Hemputiris con-ie
dered him as an outcastej but no one could asrgue with hirm,

A% last they sought his own advice as to what they should do
in times of difficulty. He sdvised them to worship goddess
Parveti, The Bamputiris sceordiingly worshipped the goddess
with the hope that Kakka$édri would no longer set s bad exsmple
for others. ZAccording to the legend, Bhettetiri leoft Kersla
for ever after a fowdays.

Nothing definite eon he. sald ebout Damodar's
birthplece, According to some tradition, he belonged to n7
plece called Kakike$$eri neoer Brehmekksla in Ponnani taluq,
According to another tredition his birth place ng%m%iri i= neer
Calitéeri on the way from Pattambi to Guruveyur, Some scholars
hovever infer froz his reference to the deity =t the temple at
Jﬁka-puriﬁam '('rimvr’egapwn) thet he was a native of thet pleece,
7 KSCey VoloII, CheXX, PeSSe
8 GCESLes ChelV, pe86.




Date: From the prologue to the dreme one ean understsnd
thet Kekkekbari enjoyed the petremsge of king Menavikrame
of mk«u,i also says in it thet the hero of his play
is his patron himself snd thest he has written it on his
orders, It mey n.so be sald that the theme of the play is
- also wﬂn&nmg to his patron, namely celebrating Mensvikrema's .
marrisge with Vasumati, the dsughter of his minister Mengattacchen,
He q;so speaks in very respectful termsin his drame sbout a Rishi
of the famous Payyur Bhattes though there is no meens of knowing
es to which Rishi he mesns. Tradition pleces him ss @ member
of the well known eighteen and half group of poets that sdorned
the court of Menavikrama of Xozhikode.

King lﬁrlxsvikmm is ssid to heve been reigning from
1422 to 1446 A,D. Prom the prologue to Vasumetl Vii:rema
one esn find thet king Vikrems took personasl interest in the
educstion of Kakka&$ori when the latter was » childs so
Kekke&Serl might have boon & younger contemporary of king
Manavikrame and he may be plaeced in the first helf of the
15th eentury. 3
Other workss M,Krishnema earrier aseribed ﬁhe authorship of
the drems Indumatiraghevam to Xakks®eari. But in that drems 1t
ia said that 18 1s the work of 2 brehmone disciple of asch@iar
nemed M{;’““ who hed his houss on the benks of river Prabi
in Kersls. = 5o it is beyond doubt thet KekkeSséri is not its
suthor.

9 XSCe, CheXXy Pe59-
10 m&o’ ChoIV, p.?l

11 HSCLy Pe250 .
12 CXSLe, CheIVy Pe90-
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The play begins with four bencdictory verses, two
in praise of Lord Siva and the other two euologising the god
of love and his epnsort Ihti. The stage dirsctor then makes
hie appe,srmcé z1d summons the s=ctross, Thelattor immediately
arrives snd the stege dirsctor begins to give sn elaborate dese
eription of king Vikreme, After that, he informs the sctress
that he intends to put on boerd the play VasumatieVikrams which
hes as its theme the story of King Vikrema written by the post
Demodara bafore the solemn presence of the presiding deity st
the temple of Sthall for the delight of the discriminating
connoisseurs, The sctress with surprise ssks him as to how the
scholarly world came $0 ovines en interest in the abovaplay
composed by =n obscure poet leaving mide the works of Kalidassa,
Harsha, Aaj @’sékhgi'aa endothers which had given great delight
to them formerly.

The stege director stops her snd tells her that eritics
on percalvim: the simple words of roets immedistely enjoys it
like the blue lotuses which immedistely blossoms when the moon

rises, o\ o
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Though she is thus eppeased by the above words
of the stage director, she agein scks him a&s to vhether some
people would not eriticise the plsy on the ground that it is
of recent origin. The Sutradhdrs alleys her feers by seying
thet 'Let those whose minds are full of ignorance and who
are intent onseeing only defects freely eriticise (this play).
But the good people feel happy observing even a smell quality
(in a work) end they never tske into account the bissed
views of adverse criticss They never consider ss to whether
the work is old or new, On the other hand they teke care to.
see ns to whether the work is sweet conteining the nine
umwm'.m He then gives sn account of the author,
his favourite god namely the deity at Aﬁékapura, his preceptor
Nerayena and his patrom king Vikrame, The actress expresses
her delight in heving the previlege of teking part in the
staging of the sbove play written by a greet poet.

The stags director asks her to sing s song preising
the advent of the spring ssasons The actress sings a cong,

Then the stage director praises her for her excellent song and

also tells her thet the sudience had fevourably reacted to it,
The actress feels surprised st the favourable reaction of the

15 JIbid, ActeI, V-7, Debs
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':meatart to her musie. »m stege director arsurés her that

good people get ploased easily end they happily unite different
| things togather though they have not thought about them earlier
thus contributing to the well being of the world,

Meanwhile & volice bshind the scenes is heard which
indic~tes the arrivel of Msntraguptes, the prime minister to
the king of Kerale snd the Kinémlklys, The prologue comes to
an ond with the sutradhere accompenied by the sctress meking
his exist.

The first act begine with en interluie in which the
minister Mantragupts emnd the Efnchukiya toks pert, The sun has
Just peeped out in the eastera horizon heralding the onset of
the day. The bees are «pm&aemg a swoat and besutdful hamming
sound while hovering about the newly blossomed lotusess The
morning breaze is bleowling gently, wefting drops of dewe The
parrots flapping %@ir wings simultaneously produce various
besutiful sounds. Mentragupte snd the Kanchukiyes are
attracted by the exhillarating scenery thet the day presanted
and are lost in admiring it.

The minister compliments the Kanchukivas for his
beautiful deseription of the dawn, The lstter replies thet
the ability of an efficient minister is more difficult to
get than the ability to iescribe thinses besutifully,for his
ability consists in controlling the pride and heughtiness of

16 See Ibide, Act.I, Vs 19 azd 20, p.ll,
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~ his king 1ike the benks which kesp the ocesn under check.

17

ﬁ Mnor-ma in » sorrowful tone thet the position of
the mini-ter is not envieble for like & mrhout who at the
risk 6!’ his 1life, has to controlthe elaphsnt, he hes to le~d
with great ecare .his king wvho with hie eyes closed due to pride
caused by educigian, noble birth snd wealth move about
MIﬂ‘@mny.

The Kanohukiye preises him for hir ministerisl qualie
ties, The minister then revesls to him his grest snxiety with
regerd to hie deughter Vesumeti, Me also discloses to him
thet the snchorite Bhadrs-cendike had promised to arrange the
morriege of Vesumoti with the king, He informs him thet the
anchorite had shown his deughter to king \mi;ama in his dream
thereby crenting love in hie heart for her.

; Meonwhile sounds sre hesrd sanouncing the advent
of the morming, The vaitelika Mmijukentha ic singing a song
for awakening the king from his sleep, The interlude comes
to en end with the minister accompenied by the Kémchukiya
going to p@rrofm his duties, ‘

King Vikrsma has just woken from his sleep snd he is
sitting on his bed, He looks disturbed »nd is lost in thoughts,
From his soliloduy one understrnds thet he had seen a lovely
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 demsel in dreem 2nd thet he hed fallen in love with her, Hs
is seen conjurings up in his mind sgein and sgain the lovely
form of the malden he saw in his dreem end deseribing her
unparslielled besutys He is umable to besr not only the

patiges of love caused by the sharp arrovs merciloessly directed
egainst hin by the gol of love, He does not lmow how to spend
his time endhe then thinks of his bdoson friend Vatendhays who '
may probably be lying in some corner of the palace after
walking sll the way from home in the early morning and

exposing himself to the cool breeze.

£s soon as he thinke of Vatsndhaya, the latter mskes
his appearance before him, The vidushekas ic a little surprised
to find the king in & pensive mood; Ho snnounces his arrival
t> the king sndths latter wermly sroets him. As the morning
is vory chilly, Vatandhaye pleses his hends across his chest
for probecting his bere body from the cold. So instead of
the usual practice of plecing his hend on the hesd of the king
for blessing the letier he recuests his friend to place his own
hands m?n his head while he pronounces the customery besnedie-
tion, The king heering his sugrestion enquires him as to
vhether his dear lady friend leaziness hes not left him even
after thersys of the sun heve come outs The vidushaks
rotorts that the laziness is as deeply attached to him as the
queen s to the king, The king replies thnt of late, things
nave teken e different turn in his life,
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o ﬁtml them antuires the resson for his face
m tired, his body becoming suddenly l.taa, his 1ips
sppesring parchad, his oyes becoming still end red with

tears end the locks of heir in the frontesl portion of his
. heard ressining dishevelled snd wet wi h perspirstion, The
king describes to him the dresm he hed in to previous night.

He says that in the dream he percleved o gidm of unperslleled
‘besuty and that he fell in love with her, He alezo tells him
thet he has ss proof of hi=z meeting with her a clustaer of Zalpake
flowers (Syastarumerfari) which had fallen from her locks of
heir when she disappesred, fe further informs him that he tried
to address the maiden in the dream by the nome Vasumeti snd thet
it was heard by his queen who spparvently getting sngry with him
for loving snother vonen rensway from his presence in the early
morninge

Vatandhays then wants hin to dovice methods Gulckly
for pleasing his cusan so that he can satisfy his munger,
fccompanied by the vidusheke the king lesves for his piessure
grove vhere his tueen is staying. He soon findes her in the
Havampnllike bower conversing with hor meid servant, Standing
at a distance Imown to others, he overhosrs their conversas
tione The maid servant emiuires of her mistress the vesson for
her sngry fece snd the letter narates to hed the antire opim.
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The meid servant tells her thst she was not wise in
not having allowed her lord to complete his words, for the
word Vasumsti could ms well meen the esrth and thet he might
heve intended to say (oh sarth, we desire to go to tgg gerden
pade besutiful snd cherming by the sdvent ¢ spring®) The
queen on hesring her words sdmitts in herheart of heerts thet
the latter is right in finding feult with here

| The meld servent sees thet the king with the vidisheke
ie stonding nearby watehing them andinforms her mistress of the
ssme. The cueen is in a dllemms as to the at:itude she must
ndopt towards hor lord. The king imnedistsly mekes his
appearance before hie sngry Cueen snd by various mesns coexes
her andi removes her snger tovards him, ' '

The queen then tekes leave of the king for performing

- gertain religious vows, Though the king is satisfied by the

fact thet he 12 eble to plemse his indignsnt gueen, the

thoughts of the lovely meiden thet he saw in the dream cOlle
tinues §o bewt Mu, % the end of the sot theking seosupanind
by Vatandhaye goes to perform the afternoon rites, (gadhyondine

2sndhyn)e

The second act ins » Prevesske in the beginning,
Vesumeti hed slso & droam of king Vikrems and she hed set her
love on him, She in the oxcitement caused by the dreem efter
rising from her bed in the morning hed rs*-got*en the flower
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presented to her by the enchorite, 8o she sends her msid
Ulpalika to the Xall Soudhs for finding out the lost flowere
On her way, she sees Susila the disciple of Bhadre-condika,

From the soliloduy of Susila, one comes to know

that it wes Bhedra-esndike who meke King Vikroma and Vasunnti
' see each other in dreem end ma@le them fall in love with each
other, It is further éevoaled that the anchorite had sent
mudravetalike to srranges meeting of the tvo lowers, Ulpaliks
wvarmly greets her. GChe enquires of her as to whore her pre
ceptor is at thet time. Susila tells her taet her precentor
after giving instructiones to Rudravetalika to take the king
tothe garden in the house of his minicter under the the
protext of showing him a megical feet in order to make him meet
Vasumati has gonme back to her hermitege. She them nske her the
reason for her sad frce end the latter replies thet it is the
serious condition of her mistress that has given greet snxiety
to her mind. She deseribes to her thet Vasumeti suffering
greatly from pengs of lovp,is lying in a lbed of lotus leaves
mede gool with the sprinkling of drops of dew in the Mellika
mandapas and thet she is sending long sighs end rolling restlessly
«+ hither snd tiither on her bed, Che further informs her

that the servants for asllieviating her asgony sre fenning her
with lotus leaves snd snointing her breasts with “Sandal paste
and musk powder and that they have placed a cushion made of
Tamola leaves for p].;cing her head upon it end She is being‘
constantly watched with great anxienty by Rudresvetalikes snd
Mrnalika,




Mesnvhile, the sound of the arrival of the king 1is

* heard snd the interlude comes to sn end with Utpaliki going to
‘her mistress snd Suile going to the hermitsge of Bhndre-cendika,

King Vikreme sccompenisd by hie vidushsks restlessly
welks hither snd thither, M= mind is plunged in thoughts of
Vasxmgeti. He tries to veer it awey {rom those thoughts. But

it is of no avail as his mind took for gremted the truthfulness

of the droam and the sctual existence of the maiden he sew in
u.a‘ vEt,andhaya '*.:ries,to distrect the sttention of his friend,
He takes him to the garden of the minicter which has worn on
enchanting appearsnce due to the advent of the spring season,
But the humming *ound of the bees, the sweet cooing of the
cuckoo, the besutiful sweet smelling flowers of the fnokahe
trees and the ra:froshing bre=ge wafting drops of water from the
sdjoining lotus ponds ond carrying the sweet ragrence of
floware in the gerden in-tesd of sllieoviating his friend's mental
dizcomfiture increases it twicefold, They arpear to him verily
as the pointed arrows of the god of love,

Vatendhaya then losds him to the Melliks mondepa which
is cool on esccount of its being surrounded by shady trees.
While they are entering 1t, they hear a2 feminine voice izouing
from its interior, Curious to lmow as to which person is inside
the Lat® mandaps, king Vikrema and Vetendhaya ersne their nocks
through the leafy creepers and find to their surpiise as well
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A3
as delight 2 maiden of unparslleled besuty lying on 2 bed mrde

of pearls with Rudravetalika snd enother meiden cerrying in
her hends fresh lotus leava:s stending her her side.

mauka dezeribes to Rudravetalike in deteil the

sad condition of her mistress, Rudravétalika and Mpnflika
then ask Vasumnti to disclose the csuse of her sgony. T’Iﬂ
latter replies that she can find no other csuse then the
Ozciteggnt from the dream vhich she had in the previous

night. The king who is overhearing the conversation is
anxious to know the detsiles of her dream, But in spite of
their intense duestioning, Vesumeti does not furnish deteils
about her dream,

Radravetsliks who knows the plan of her precepter
to Unite king Vikreme with Vasumati end -the efforts mede be
by her in that direction cssuslly remerks that it would be spt
end in the fitness of things if Vasumsti hes directed her love
on the king of Xeralas like the blue lotus which seeks the moon
end the lotus which is attracted to the sun.m Both Vasumati

and king Vikrame are ovaorjoyed on hearing these words of
Ruadrevetaliks,

While the king is rejoicingly overhesring the
conversetion, Vatendhays desires him to come out of the mendaspe
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A3

$0 thet Vasumati cen rest pescefully. The king imnedistely
lesves the mendepa, Meenvhile, Rudravetalika asks Vasumoti
to rise up from her bed snd go back to her house. Assisted
by Mrnslika, Vesumoti stands up with greet diffieunlty,
Accompenied by her meid snd Rudravetalika, Vesumatl sterts for
home,

As soon as they step out of the mendapa, thoy see the
nng «« with his vidushaka standing nearby. The king greets
them and Rudresvetaliks requests hinm to sit on the bed mede of
leaves inside the mandapa, The king lumediately gets himself
seated on the bed, Vesumstl then pays her rospocts o the
king. Both the lovers sre very happy, as they could see each
other, While Rudrevetalika is carsfully watching the movements
of Vasumatl, the voice of the Kanchukiys is heerd informing
them of that Bhsdracendiita wents Vasumeti to go to her
immedistely. Ifudravetalike then seeks the permission of the
king for going to the presence of her preceptor with Vasumeti
end others, With the king sgreeing to her request, Vamati—
with fudravstslika snd Mroalika goes to mect Bhedracendika,

The king then examines the verious eoolins meterisls
like the garlend of lotus flowers which had once served his
beloved and he enjoys their refreshing touchs The veitsliks
meanwhile announces to him the advent of the night and the end
of the act synchroniges with the king accompanied by the
vidushaka going to his palace.

The third act hes got a PraveSska in the beginning,
From the soliloduy of Susila, one undepstends thet the snchroite
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433
3 acandika has gone on & pugrimage and thet she has been

i -M 'bahind to confort Vasmmati who is undergoing pangs of love,
She also says that that king Vikrama has decided to wed Vosunati
and that the foct has been Wought to the notice of the latter
through a brehmana which hao served to alleviate her agony to
a great extent, SWslla further discloses that she has arranged
a meeting between king Vikrame end Vasumati in the Candrima
mandapes The night soon sets in and the end of the interw
lude sees Subila goes to perform her ghyvem sandhyd.

King Viktroma and his bosom friend Vatandhaya walk
about in the gordens They are attracted by the eplendid
beanty of the nisht 1ike the ruddy elouds, the rising of the
moon and the star spangled sky. Though the Iﬁng iz loet in
thoughts of his beloved Vaewnatz, the enéhanting gcenery
precented by the earth afier the advent of the night dyawe
his mind away and he begine to admire them, The king come
plaints to Vatandhays that the verious ’beautiful objects he
sees around him like the cool and sweet acentaa brecze and
the soft tender rays of the moon instead of reducing his
agony increases it thousand folds

Vaf:andhaya remarks thot the flower of the -mg
of love in his friend which had closed ot the time of the
convepsation of the maidens inside the creeper bower {lats
W) haa'again bloossmnad on being touched by the gentle
breeze, On heawping these words of Vatandhayva, king Vikranms
' immadiatnly recollects the celestial flower which had fallen
from the locks of hair of his beloved Vaamnati and which he
had given for sufe custody to hic friend. He aske him as to
whether he coan locate the flower which he had lost sometime
backe




'I;tan&haya informs him that he saw the flower in
the hands of the gueen end thet he disclosed its identity to
ths queen, He further tells hin thai he heard the queen
critieising her meid servent for having interpreted the words
of her lord aft-r his dream in s different way for her intere
pretation nearely her lord had fallen in love with another
meiden and thet he was addressing her in the dreem in those

words stends correct.

King Vikrama feels surpricsed at the foolishness'
committed by hi friend in havihg brought to the notice of
his queen his love for Vasumati vhich is sure to rouse her snger
and impede his union with Vesumati, Meanwhile the sound of
the arrival of Vasumeti is heard snd very soon she enters ‘
dressed lize & horlot and accompenied by her maid servent.

Vasumatl is not haspy at the role of the harlot she
sha 13 mede to play end she bitt:rly compleinte sbout this teo
her meid servant. Mrnflike comforts her by saying that- since
Bhadracandika hes ordered her thet to play the role, she has
perforece to obey that command and that she should not 'gmmble
sbout it.: She also brings to her notiece the stories of
Pundarika snd Mahabveta, end Kadembarl end Candrapida where
the respective heroineshed seted 1like harlets for achieving
 their ends nemely union with their lords,
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King Vikreme is suffering from pangs of love end
he curses the moon for directing hot roys spgeinst him who
is elready emmclated, Vasumeti end her meid Menslika hide

. themselves behind the Temela grove while the king end

Vatendhays are seated ineide the Candrind mendapea

?imiing thet hie friend ie suffering grestly from
penge of love, tortured by ths arrows of the god of love
vgtmdﬁaya immsz:siataiy goss to prepare a bed of lotus leaves
for him, After having srrenged it, he redussts his friend
to lie down upon it so that it can relieve his agony. King
Vikrama compleins that the bel of lotus lesves does him no
good, Vatsndhaye agein goes to bring verious eooling materials
1ike dew water, powdered musk, ssndal pscte snd lotus leaves,
When Vatsndhays applies the same on the body of his friend
the letter remorks sorrowfully thst the drops of dew sppesrs
to him s burning poison, the musk povder =s furious fire,
the breeze wafted by the lotus loaves as hot raye of the sun

end the sendsl pecte as boiling molden silver metal,

While the king is restle~gly lying incide the
mendepe, his dueen accompanied by her mald servent Hemsika
arrives in the garien to watchthe condition of har lord who
was reported by Vatendheya to be not doing well, King
Vikreme 12 no longer able to beer the pengs of love snd he
falls into » swoon, Vatendhaya i= st his wit's end in finding
2 way to revive hic friemd from his stupor, He pathetieslly
bemourns the tragiC . énd thet has overt=ken his friend for
he tekes him to be deads ‘
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The queen who is standing nearby umseen by others
sske her meid servent to drop the ecelestisl flover upon the
breast of her lord for Vatendhaye hes formerly told her that
as it represented Vasumati it used to revive him whenever he
vas in 2 delirious steéo. Hamsike as desired by her mistress
{mmedistely throws the flower on the body of the king, Vasumeti
who 1t sl-o waiting with her maid servent behind the Tem=la
grove is distressed ot the said condition of her lover, As
desired by Mrnalike she immedistely comes out of her hideout
and eemlng nesr the king, ,:!.icea her hend on his breast. The
effect produced is so sudden s=nd profound th-t the king in-edistely
opens his eyes and is beck to his normel stage to the grest
surprice snd joy of Vatendhaye sn' to the indignation of the
queen. "

King Vikreme warmly greets Vasumetl who has revived
him back to consciousness from his swoon, The latter peys her
' pespects to him and she is tight lipped due to bashfullness.
S0 happy ie¢ the king ~»t the sight of his beloved that he
spbraces here The dqueen is =0 indignent at the sight of
her lord hug together with snother women that she decides
to go for putting s end to her life. Hemsika sugme sts to
her to to go to the presence of her lord boldly so that she
ean breai: the union of Vasumeti with her lori, The queen
however turns down her sugzestion snd sccompenied by her
jmmedistely leaves the plece. "

While the king is lost in amorous enjoyment with
his beloved, the volce of the garden keeper i= heard announecing
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to the king that iua queen is going beck from the garden with
d» indigns mt and sorrowful fec: after see . nghim enjoy the
compeny of anothor womsn »ud thet she is intending to put an
end to her life, It summoned the king to come to her aid
immedinrtely. Xing Vikrsma immedistely hastens to ro to his
herem for comforting his queen. Ho places the celestinsl

flower which hsd fallen from the hesd of Vasumeti formerly,
inside her trusses of helr mmd takes leave ofher with & heavy
hoart. The tbird ect ends with the king sceompenied by
V;tandhaya going to his herem.

The fourth sct begine with 2n interlude, £ demon
end # demoness by neme Rudhirskenthi sre coming from Lenka
to Xerals, From thelr conversation one comes to know that
the demon has fallen love with Vasumatl whom he perceived
going with heir meld servent on the besch st Xozhikode snd
that the purpos: of his coming is to abduet her., Soon they
reach the eity of Kozhikode and find thst the gueen of king
Vikreme i= going to put =n end to her life by jumping down
from a precipics as she i= engry with her 16:4; Rudhiraksnthi
offars to enter the body of the gueen by mesns of magie snd
thereby incresse her enger snd make her commit suielde without

- peying head to the appesls of her lords She thinks that

king Vikreme seeing the saed ond of his gueen would no more
cherish his love for Vesumsti which in turm would facilitate
her -« abdnctlm.m The demon agrees tp her plan
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m entere the body of the queen who

; by m m hm and her own noid servent Hamoile,

¥ing Vivrome, vimwa and Femeika appeal to
the queen not o proceed with her rosh plan of pusting an
V end to her life, “ut all their apreals prove %o be of no
aveil and the queen does pay no heed to them, ¥King Vilkroma
ic ot a loss %o find o way to plemse his gueen, Fhadracandiln
is not there to help him in that predicament, MNeanwhile,
Vatandhaya tclkeo leave of the king for going to Vasumati to
confort here for "he latter on hecring the newe of the queen's
attempic to commit suicide and her lover's conceguent 447~
culties io certain to become broken heurted, Fefore he goes,
he requests Hamoilf to plead with her mistress for s well
Imown that young wozen wenever they come eway on getting
angry with their lords accept the advice tendered Ly their
friends 1ike the C8take birds who sccept the centle breege

whenever the cloufs have been drifted anay.za

Hamoikn then brings to her notice the deep and
abiding love she once cheriched Sowards her lord when she
would not broock separation from him even for & moment,
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While the king 1s once egein appesling to his Queen to show
restraint, the voice of Ulpelika is heard informing them that
Vatendheys has forcefully cerried away the esl-stial flower
rroh Vesumsti which had besn presentad to her by Bhadraem_:g!ik?
{for proteeting her !‘ron magice GShe compares him to a monkey
and gives hot chase to him for redeeming the flower from

his hendse

" As soon as Ulpalike pronounces ths nems of the celese
tisl flower which was esrried awey by Vatsndhays, the Gueen
comes back to her senses, The demoness Rudhirkenthi which
had entersd hey body immedistsely lesaves her on haaring the
n=me of the magic destroyers King Vikrams feels heppy in
heving been cble to prevent his queen from committing suicide
and pleaces her ultimetely by his words,

Meenwhile, Vatsndhsya suddenly comes to the presence
of the king, He appears excited snd informs his friend that
his subjects headed by his minister Msntragupta are sttempting
to put an end to their lives by tsking a deadly lesp from the
Citrasens mountain, On hesring the news of the plan for
sulclide of the quesn and the subseduent distress ceused
to the king.ga He esks him to go immedistely esnd meet his
subjects end prevent them from proceeding with their plen for
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suicide, The king 'wemmiml- by vs_tmcilmya go to meat his
subjeets and the queen whith her msid servententers the horem,

The fifth zet begins with king Vikrams supported
by Hemeiks restlessly walking in the garden, Vasumatihas been
abducted by the demon. Mentragupte and bthsra are ongeged
in searching her., The king 1s shocked on hesring the news
of the mysterious disappearance of his beloved snd he is in
a delirious stesge. 8o intense i1c his agony thet he asks all
the enimste end inantmatéobjaeta he perceives around him as
to whether they have ss=en hie beloved, The king ultimstely
falls into a swoon end Susila with greet difficulty revives
him back to consciousness, Mesnwhile, the coming of the
snchorite Bhadracendike from her pilgrimegeis rnnounced. The
king is informed thet Bhadrseandike by her supernatural power
had come to know of the sbduction of Vesrumsti by = demon from
Lenke ond she had redeemed Vesumeti from his clutches.

The sixth act has sn interlude. Mrnalika the meid
servent of Vasumati tokes pert in it. From her words, one
comes to know that Vasumsti was redeemed from the custody of
the demon by imadraeazgc_iiki. shé soon finde the king in the
maratakemsndape and goes to meet him,

In the sixth sct the kingis sested in the meratsks-
mendapa with his bosom friend Vatendhaya, When m_-r_xilik;
informs him thet Vesumsti hes been redeemed from the clutches
of the demon he becomes very happy and finds it difrienlt to
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believe the news. He asks Vatendhaye as to whether the
informetion furnished to him sbout the restoration of Vasumeti
is,éorrtat. The latter assures him thet it was true.

Vatandhaye soon Sees to his grest surprise the
queen and Vasumati coming together with Bhedracendike,
Rudravetalika smd Mrnaliks and tells the king sbout it,

The king becomes immensely heopy am seeing that rere end
unique spsctecle. The king vermly greets thom, He pays his
respects to the snchorites The queen and Vesumatl then
offer their respects to the king,

30
In the middle of the sixth act the menuseript ends.

It 1= possible to supposze thet the post might have written
the pley in six scts snd not in -even cets 2= mnde out by
other seholgs-s; for the union of Vasumeti with the king hes
elready tsken plsce in the sixth set, The queen has become
éecaneiled and she is sgreeable toher lord merrying Vasumeti,
So it eppeers thore is no need to extend the play further

by snother act, .

Gherncterisations

1. King Vikropes 1= the hero of the play =nd is the monerch
of Kersle. (§zilemburaéiévers)., He is the dniralslite
types Though he is valorous, he 1s gentle by naturs snd

30 It msy be noted i;hs»t the manuscript here consulted 1e
the one belongi:g to Spi P.Ce Ettammn:n,m,
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uered m Wﬂ m the dust raiced by the hoofa
ﬁim m while mmg covered the orbit of the sun
s ~m pmm ito rays frem coming down and thue ereated
| an ortificial cloudy days Agein his white banners flying
aloft on the tips of flagetaffo in the olky appenred like
clouds thuo crenting an artificial reiny season for the
flouriching of his tree like fume,-r He io the oeat of
iy i i
M‘fﬁﬁm mmna’%m;&nédiﬂ
Heis a patron of arts and letters. He gave away
laviehly precious gifto %o scholars who came to seek his
patronage ..

He is already narried and he is proud of hio queen
who io very obedient and loyel %o him, Ie sees Vasunoti,
a maiden of unpeyalleled becuty in his dream, Styuok by
her chnrm, he fulle in love with him, He tries to tallk
with her in $he precence of his gueen who imaﬂmmly gete
ongry ond leaves his presences He koepe a cluster of celeos
tinl flowers fallen from Vaamaﬁ*e locks of hair acs an
evidence of his meoetins her and e loot in thoughte of her,
¥hen Vatandhaye aoiko him the reasen for his pencive loolk,
he narrates o him the otory of his dreanm,

31 Ibides Aoﬁgl, 1459 Pelde
32 Ibidey Actel, 914124 DeDe
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" Though he has fellen in love with Vasumetl, he still
cherishes love towards his Queen. ‘hen the dueen takes
lem’ of him for performing some religious rite, ho asks
her in & sad tone ssto how it would be possible for her
whose body is as slender agg tender as tho Melsti flower
to undertske hard ordeels,

The king undergoes pangs of love and is mercilessly
tortured by theﬁ arrows of Cupid, Yo twice mests Vasmﬁtf.
But his second meoting with her puts him intec trouble with
his gueen, PFor, it is seen by her seceretly and 1n anger
she attempts to commit suleide, He tries to appease her,

- His efforts to sppesse his queen are sdmirable, Hemsiks

the meid servant of his Gueen 2lzo helps him in preventing
his queen from committing suieide, But sll his appeals
prove futile and do not succsed in plecsing his queen,

He is at his wits end snd says aside that “the moon might
become the sun andthe fire might bacone eag}ig but never
does the mind of proud woman bacoms soft",

It may be noted th-t the kimgtries to understend
hkis cueen's sager and admits its legitimecy, Ile says
"The very eoéxcept of their lords keeping mors then one
wife (other than themszlves) is a ghost to women which

33
34

Abide, Actel, pedl.
Ibide, Act IV, V.25, pe142 .
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enters their minds (snd creates an epothy towards it).
For it is the seet of cruelty and becomes & prineipal
ceuse in csusing dang;a\r to their (women's) lives®
e
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Agein, he does not hide from his dueen the love
he bears toweris Vesumati. He openly says to her that he -
is gullty of leading & loose 1life and appoa%; to her to
show mercy on him for he is a slave to her.

Ultimately he is able to remove her anger tmml
him, After undergoing pangs of separation from his
beloved Vasumeti who hes be:n sbducted by @ demon, he 1is

reunited with her, Ils dueen to his jJoy =grees to his
accapting Vasumeti as his wife,

The charscter of king Viiroma doees not strile us
very muche. He appoars to lack menliness and strength of
mind, When Vesumnti is abducted by a demon and he is
informed ot it, he does not go in search of her end
redeenm Her from the clutches of the demon, On the other
hend, he eppears grief stricken bompurning the loss of
Vasumati. This is in sherp coiwrast to the character of

35 Ibide, Acte.IV, Ve, DPel32,
36 Ibid., Act.IV, Ve7, DP.132.
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sens 40 the £irot wife of i

- mﬂ; One day, che heursher lord addreseing o maiden

by name Vasunati in his sleep. DBefore the king completes
his worde, she in anger hurriedly leaves hie presence and
goes tc the garden, She discusces the natter with her aeid
servents She i simple ot heart, When her maid servant
furniches her a different interpmtuﬁion to the words uttered
by the king in the dream, she readily accepts it and Lecones
normals When her lord comes %o cee her, cshe does not chow

any anger townrds him,

later on, the gueen comes %o kmow of her lord's
love with Vasunati from Vosondhaya, She gets indignant and
chideo her maid aémnt oy nisinterpreting her lorde words
formerly, She decides t¢ investigate her lord's romance
with Vasumati personclly, She then goes %o the garden to
gee her lord who 1o reported o be suffering from pongs of
love. There, she finds him in the compuny of Vacunnsi. Her
ouspicione have been proved beyond doubte She becones terridly
angry, ond goes %o put an end o her life. The king pleads
with her not %o be rach, Put che does not heor hin ao she
is urdor the influence of a demoness, She however becones
nomal on hearing the name of the celeotial flower, She fecls
profoundly corry for her harsh conduct, She tells her lord
that her mind wap different sometimes back and she had a
ferling ti0t come demoness 'od entered her tm&y.,n This

e

37 Ibides 40541V, 0148, |
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shows thet the queen is genial by temperament end not at all

The queen 1s kind at heart. ’hen she hears that the
subjects honde& by Mentraguptes ere going to put an end to
their lives on thoir coming to know of tholr dueen's attempt
to comit suicide and their king geing to shere her fate, -
she becomes sad. She blames herself for having been rege
ponsibie for the ugly situaueu.as She then immediestely
urges her lord to go and prevent his subjects from committing
suleide,

The queen i1s at lest reconciled to her lord
merrying Vasumatl, Che trkes her (Vasumati) to her lord's
presence and unites her with hime This shows that her mind
is flexible snd she can adjust herself to ony new situstion
her main cercern being the welfere and hesppiness of her
lord, She is voery religious, 'hen her lord assis her not to
burden her tender self with ths observence of hard and
exacting vows, she repliss that the dutles of cheaste women
do not brook any postpouamnt.ag |

The cherscter of the dueen comperes favoursbly
with that of Dharini in Melavikigninitra, Whst is striidng
in her charscter ie her etrong concern in her lord's welfare
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snd happiness and her stosdfest devotion to him, It mey

be notad thet while ;?aemaillng herself to her lord morrye
ing Vesumnti, she is principelly gnmoﬂ by t%:’.s consideration
more then snything elve. |

MS is 2 princess of HMHehearashtra, Ghe was ceptured
by the king of Kerals in one of his militery expeditions.
The Primee-mini-ter Mentragupte tekes her to his house =nd
trests her os his own dmughtere She soon grows up into o
besutiful woumsn und:e hie 'fmﬂrmg eare, Msntragunta
becomes snxiour sbout finding 2 sulitable bridegroom for
her. But he 1s helped by the snchorite Shendrecsndiks who .‘j
promises to merry her to king Vikreme, '

fhe sees king Vikrame in dresw end fells in love
with him. Shs undergoes pangs of love, Her friends try
in vain to slleviate her suffsrinee by verious means, I8
last king Vikroma himself hsspens to come and see her,
She is rejoiced to ses her lover in person for the first
time, Ehe appears to be conservetive in outlook, “hen she
i¢ ssked by Bhsdreecendika to go in the role of a herlet and
meet the king who is undergoing pengs of love, sho expresses
her relucteance, Dut she ies however persuaded to go by her
mrid servant,

Vesumati does not luzpress us with her individuality.
She appears simply as sn instrument of Bhedracsndike for cerrying
out some of her preedesigned plens,
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Yatandheyns is the bosom friend of the hero s=nd the jester

in the drema, IHo is very much attached to his royel

friend, s helps him in his love intrigues. ‘lg is very
lazy. In the firast act we find him keeping his hends

across his chest for protecting his body from the coldy the
time being esrly morning., iHe is therefor. not willing to
place his hends on the head of his frisnd while he pronounces
the customary benediction, Instead he reduscts the king to
plece his own haggs on his head while in turn he will give
the benedictions The king foels smused on hesring his
suggestion and aske him vhethor his lady friend l-ziness hes
not yet left him even after the rising of the sun. Vatandhys
is well known for his gemtronomicsl sensibllities, On coming -
to kmow thet th> Queen is sngry, he urges his friend to go .
immedistely to her and pacify her, For mleﬁ she is pleased,
he will not be able to satisfy her sppetite, Though he
accompanies the king while the latter goes to mollify the
frayed spirits of the quesn, he does not go near hep. He
stends outside the lsta mendapa while the king consoles t‘hé
queen inside, Vatsndhayes's devotion to his friend finds

no boundse He finding his friend undergo the prngs of love
severally tries to slleviste it by various meens, He tnkos
the king to gerden and shows him the_vaz“? ous scenery., Finding
it to be of no avail in reducing his friends sgony, he

40 Ibid., Act.I, p.19
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decides to consult Bhadracandika. He then goes to meet the
snchorite with .tht king. On the wey he espies 2 lata mandape,
Tageth.r ‘with the king he goes nesr it silently andsees
through the creepers Vacumeti conversing with two woman, He
deseribes Vasun:gf as @ doll made of emerald lying on & bed
mede of pearls. He also says that his frigd iz perfectly
Justified in directing his lore on Vasumati. In the third
ect vhen his friend undorgoés intensely pengs of love, he
takes him to the candrima mendeps and brings him various
cooling naterialsAfor allevisting his distress, He is grief
stricken when his friend falls into » swoon. ‘e weeps and
blames himself for hevihg lost the celestiel flower which
used to give some soloce to his friend, When Vesumetl comes

end revives the king, he thenks her for her generous snd noble
ascts |

Vatendhaye appears to be stupid snd =t the seme time
very ssensitive and proud, In the second azct, the king prevents
hin from going inside the lots mendeps as he hesrd the sound
of some feminine volce smenetihg from its interior. Vatandhaya
tells him th-ot he would boldly go =nd remove the intruders
s0 thet they can teke rest inside the mandsps, The king
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uuthhafuxuduksmtoMp quiet so that he cen
hear tlll conversation of the women imside the mendepe,
Vatendhaya is offended ond for some time does not reply to

; any questions put by his friend, The king recuests him to
break his vow of silence and the Laﬁer replies thet brahmins

ere keen to be true to their words,

He is witty snd humorous, In the third net, the king
is lost in thoughts of his baloved Vasumsti, Vetandhaya feels
gurprised st his friend's desp snd sbiding love for Vasumati
whom he had seen only once snd he remerks to him %eh friend,
your heap moved 211 on s sudden mersly by her (Vssumntits)
single glsnce, But my wife i=s unsble to move w“haart even by
gseveral of haer glances, Thus see my Valcur" The king smiles
at his vemrik and says that all (persons) srs mot Vatandhayss,

He sometimes appesrs foolish end silly ond erentes
blunders, He ie easily won over by salutetions end offerings
of foole Om the third act he is taken to the presence of the
Quoen by tho mald sarvant of the latter end he is received
with grent respects Ly her, He uawsrily reveals to the
queen the love borre by hs» lord téwards Vasmtz and

s
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the ldentity of the flower which has come in her heands.,
This disclosure creates later on grest complications and
the queen becomes strengthened in her suspicious about her
lord's contaects with Vasumeti. |

He is often clever and does things with foresight
and dexterity. In the fourth aect, when the kingis engeged
in preventing his queen from committing suicide, he goes to
meet VasumatI whom he he fears would become gﬁef stricken

on hearing the shocking news about the dueen,

He is simple hesrted by neture. In the second
aét when he finds his friend emaclsted and murmuring some-
thing insudible, he gets disturbed and asks him the reason
for the same. The king tells him that he is thinkfng of
Vasumeti; Imnediately Vitgndhaya gives his blessing namely
to attein his belovéd as early as possible., The king thenks
him and commsnts that the words of Brzhmins never go wrong.g
In the fourth act, when he finde the dueen adsmant in her stand,
unmoved by ths gentle appeals of hils friend, he says tggt he
is unable to perceive any longer the said predicement.
Under the pretext of going to meet Vasumstl he quietly escepes

from the awvwkward sltustion.
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" He 1s sometimes mischievous and is fond of quarrel-

ing with the maid servants. In the fourth act, he forecefully
| carries away the celestisl flower from the hends of Ulpalika
and 1s hotly persued by the latter,

He is proud of himself and would not tolerate any
disparaging remerks made against him by snybody. 'hen
Ulpelika calls him a monkey while chasing him for the
celestial flower, he remerks after he has escaped from her
clutehes thet he would best her head with a stick for
celling him a mmnkay,ds

He is however weak kneed snd is not bold to carry
out his plan., e is boister Qus by temperament. His bellioise

words are never matched by esctions

There is similarity in character between Vatandhaya
and Vasentaks in Ratnsvell, for he possesses prasctically all
the traits of charrcter of the latter, The peoet has not
succeeded in giving freshness snd novelty to the charscter
of Vatandhays for he appears more 2s 2 sterotyped cherscter

snd is completely devold of sny originasl or novel feature,

Other charscters thotare introduced in the play are
Mantregupta, the KenShukiya, Bhadracandika, Rudravetalika,
Mrnglike, Swsila, Ulpalika etés
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The sentiments

~ The main sentiment of the play is @;ﬁgé’ra. The
here is king Vikrama snd the heroine is Vasumati, Their
falling in love with each other end their final union after
Jumping over several hurdles form the main theme of the
drama. In the first act of the drama, love perminates in
the hearts of the hero end the heroime. The king sees
Vasumati in dresm (gyepnadarfenam) and enraptured by her
cherm falls in love with here 1In hic drean, the king |
addresses her in endearing terms. But unfortunately, these

words are heard by the queen who gets indignant and immediately

leaves the presence of her lord, Here we have irshyz type of
menaviprayoga, The queen is engry becouse she finds her lord
in love with snother lady. Here the alambens vibhevs is the
queen wkile her angry face forms the gnubhaya. The uddipsns
yvibheya is the words of the king indicating his love with
Vasumati, The yyabhigharibhava is the worry snd sadness
caused in the mind of the king by the queen's anger, 8ide

by side with viprayoge 'srhgara, we have Ayoge erngara 8lso. .
The king is lost in thoughts of Vasumati, Vatendheys sees
him in a pensive mood with his face looking gloomy, body
appearing lesn =nd emeclated, 1lips parched, hsir disjuncted
end eyes filled with tears, Here we find the first stage

of Vipralumbhe Srigara namely Abhilasha, The plambans
yibiBya is the king while the uddipens yibhifva is Vasumati,
The aggbn—gvas are the king's pensiveness, hsggard look ete,
as deseribed above,
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The king after disclosing his dream to Vatandhﬁya

tells him that the advent of the spring season is aggravating
his agony and he is being tortured by the arrows of the god

of love,
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Vatandhaya brings to the notice of the here of his Queen's

anger and the latter immediately proceeds to the presence
of the dueen to pacify her., Thanks to the efferté of the
mald servant, reconclliation ic reached between the king
and the queen. But the king's mind againplunges itself

in thoughts of Vasumati. Thus the strain of Ayoga srngara

is maintained,

The second act sees further development of love
between king Vikrsma and Vasumati, The hero tries to veer
his mind away from thinking of his beloved, But his efforts

prove to be in vain,
34(5%“0“4 FA HAAA
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For, his mind has tﬁﬁen for granted the truthfullness of

50 Ibid., Act.I, V.55, p.31
51 Ibid., V.64, p.42




thaagrcan and the sctual existence of the maiden he saw in
1t. Here we find that the hero hés reached the second

phase namely chinta, i.e, recollection of beloved,

With a view to distract his mind, Vatendhaya takes
him to the garden of the minister, There in the lsta
mg__m, the hero sees his beloved undergoing like him
pengs of love, She is lying on a bed of lotus leavss and
her friends zre applying on her body various cooling materisls
to relieve her agony. We have here again mrg;aab;;a’sg rara,
The alambama vibhava is Vasumeti, The uddipens A bhivas are
the sweet smelling flowers in the garden, the gehtle breeze
ete. The apubhavss sre Vasumati's movement of eye 1lids
in sorrow snd sngnish as well as her feverishness. The
¥yobhichsri bhavas sre the Ip roine's restlessness snd recollece

tion of her lover.

foon the two lovers meet each other, They rejoice
in having met sach other. The king tz2kes hic sest and
Vasumoti offers her respect to him., Here we have Sambhoga
srihgara, The glambana yibhavas =are both the hero and the
heroine while their looking at each other form the snubhsva.
The enchanting scenery which they perceive around forms
the uddipens vibhevag, The joy and sorrow csused in them
due respectively to their meeting cach other snd seeing

52 M‘.’ ActhI’ V‘l’ pq%-
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each other's pengs of love form the yyabhichari bhevas. They
ares however not allowed to remeain together for long. Bhadra-

Chendika summons Vacumati snd the latter takes leave of the

kinge

The hero is agein arflicﬁed by pengs of love. To
aliaviate his agony, he tekes the various cooling materials
that have once served his beloved =snd enjoy their refreshing
touch. Taking a garland of lotus flowers, he says en-

dearingly to it as followss
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"Oh garlendof lotus flowers, you are possessed of meny virtues,
You sre indeed superior (to me). You 2re the darling of
fortune. For, you have been =ble to adorn the supple breasts
of my baloved which are pele white in colour due to pangs

of love.,"

In the third sct, we find the hero completely lost
in thoughts of Vasumaéz. The cool_andsweet scented breeze
blowing across the gerden as well 2s the gentle rays of the
moon increase his pengs of love thous=nd fold., He hears mesn=

while the shocking news from ﬁ;tandhaya that the latter hes

58 Ibid., Act.II, V.41, p.78.




discloséd his love with Vasumati to his queen who beceme
angry'with him once again. The king is rlabbergasted and
does not know how to please his queen,

Mesnvhile, the hero takes his seat in the Cendrima
mendapae His sufferings caused by pangs of love increase
' further and he complsints to Vatondhaya that all the besutie
ful objects he sees around him instead of improving his
woeful lot worsens it meny times, He .says thet the rays of
the moon is burning him hot. He appeals to the moon as

followss
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"Ch moony possessor of cool and soft rays, you sre greatly

attached towsrds the bluc lotuses and you melt even moon
stones, How is it that you direct rays (which appear as
'sandal paste applied on the ten directions) full of poison
ageinst me who is s2lready weak,"

Finding thst his friend is undergoing severelly
pangs of love, Vatandhaya preparss him a bed of lotus leaves,
Though the king lies down on it, his agony is in no way
decressed. vztandhaya applies on his body verious cooling

Ly
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| materials like dew water powuerad musk, sendal poste and
lotus leaves, DBut they too fail to reduce his distress,
!ha king givea hie reaction as followss
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He says thet the drops of dew avpear to him as smouldering
poison which nay infatuate him, the musk powder as furicus
fire which may devour his body, the breeze wafted by the
lotus leaves ac hot rays of the sun which may burn his body
and the sandal paste as boiling molten silver. Unable to

bear the agony, he _falle into g swoon,
AT 27 ?,a-GéL sr;%m. b b
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Here we find the hero reaching the muresa stoge. Here the

2lambans vibhdve is the king himself, The uddipena vibhava

are the several beautifil objects the hero sees around., His

falling into a swoon forme the gnubhava,

55 Ibid._, AQt.III, V.39. p.lOT
56 Ibid., Act'III’ V¢44’ p.m.
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Vatendhaya is confused snd he tekes thes king to
be dead. While he is bemourning over the tragic end of his
friend, Vasumati who is stending neoarby unswares to anybody
steps in. She places hsi hand on the king's chest snd instene
taneously the king sets revived. He seon becomes normel,
But further groubles wait him. Th: queen who is watching the
ontire spectacle gets furious snd runs away with 2 view to
commit sulcide. In the fourth act the hero goes to pacify
her. By the power of the celestial flower he is sble to
sppease his queen. Once agein in the drems, there is the
irshyi type of mens viprayoge. The Queen becomes penitent
end seeks pardon from her lord for her harsh conduct. The
king is rejoiced and he assumes her that he Would ever be
feithful tehar.57 Here we have sambhoga Srigara,

In the fifth act, the king hears of the abduction

of his beloved by some demon 2nd is lost in grest grier.

. 5
fie wanderggin the garden andsgddresses the cloud, the
elephant, the peacock etec. asto vhether they hove seen

his beloved, Her: we find the hero in the unmettata
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(dslirious) stagze. But soon glad tidings come informing
him of the rescue of Vasumeti from the clutches
of the demon, The king is happye.

In the sixth act, the ousen snd Vasumsti together
come to meet the king., The latter is rejoiced beyond messure
by the unigque spectacle he sav before him, The Sueen is
reconeiled £5 her lord merrying Vasumeti and the merrisge
takes plsace,

From the above ama2lysis it c=n be seen th2t the
poet has developed the sentiment regulzrly =nd comsistently
throughout the play.

Litersry Zstincte

Eakkz=¢68ri Damodars Bhette is = zrest post,ond his
style is smooth and sweet, Sometines he betieys & tendenecy i
to the use of kigh scunding =md ailiterative words, As he
himsclf scimowledges in the prologus to kis play, he has
been profoundly influenced by Ezlidesa, Harshas, Eajsscikhara
snd Bhevabimti, He generally mskes use of Vaiderbai »iti in
which the guncs Medhurys smd Presads ars found in sbusdence.

mmswmmm«am@.
rartienlarly intoresting sre the dizlogues betwsen the king
and the cusen in the first amd fourth aects of the play,
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The vorses are beautiful =nd charming. In this
connection 1t would be interesting to duote the opinion of
the poet himself sbout judging a work. He says
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A work simply because it is big cennot contribute to the

delight of the connoisseur. Even though it is small, it
eznnot be an inferior product on that account. What hes to
be considered 1s that whether a work is rich in centiment,
If 1t is so, it 1s bound to give delight to scholars",

It would be no exaggeration to say that his oum
draﬁa satisfies the standards laid down by him. He gives
equal importsnce to the word and sense, Tis deserliptions and
poetic fencles are rlch, colourful and - chzrming. He shows
a pecullsr faselnation in the use of /Saradulavikridita metre

which he employes with @uplcte success,

The following is a nindi verse describing the
éosmic dalce of Lord siva.
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"May the cosmic dence of Lord Siva who is accompsnied
by Nendikeévera with his drum, the sound of which Quekes the
entire universe snd removes 2ll the sorrows of the devotees,
contributes to your well being. As he dsnces, the young
Ganapaty misteking the moving water of the celestial Canges
(on the head of his father) to be milk, producing horrible
sound, contimuously obstruects him (from dsncing)®.

The alamkara used is bhrantimsn snd the metre
employed is ‘Sregdhara, In the following verse, the hero
suffering 2s he is from pangs of love eriticises Cupid
for direecting arrows sgsinst him, 9
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"0h lord of uarivelleled sports, your arrovs

l
are fieresr then that of Lord Siva in their cespseity to wound J
the body. Do not you feel ashamed to dirsct them sgainst 1
me whose mind is already sufferings from intense sorrow and
whose body is as soft 2s the blossomed Jasmine flowers®, ‘

The metre used is Sardulavikridita,

The poet describes the thoughts of lovers as =

follows.

63 m_d_o’ ﬁ:ct.l, Ve36e p;l?
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"Hor creeper like eye brows are moving, Her eye
lashes have become still andmotionless, Alas, the eye bells
have reached the corner of the eyes, Her cheeks bear some

. how drops of perspiration, Her breassts are expending due
to imnate trembling. The=e s2nd other fanciful thoughts
mementarily rise in the minde of lovers.” The metre used
is /Sirdu‘lavikrfq&tl.

The poet gives 2 fine description of the sun
set in the verse quoted b=low. '
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"The lustre of the evoning clouds in the guice
of giving the world the besuty of the kusumbhe flower, is
actuzlly sdorning the breasts of the women in the herem
of Veruna with Sandesl peste, It shaking hends with the
flames of the subterrsnean fire reddens the feces of the
damselS of the ten directioms”, The alemkara SemAsokti is
found here, The lustre of the evening cloud is compared
to a youth who illicitly enjoyes the women in the Western

64 , Act.I. 51.32, D.16-
65 .y Act, S1.43, Pe7% )
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horizon (the Western horizon has become reddened and it

is conceived here as a women whose face has become flushed
due to bashfullness after undergoing amorous sports

with a2 youth)s After that it goes to enjoy the other
demselsS (nsmely the ten directions) who become angry with

it for enjoying the compsny of the maiden in western horizon
formerlys. (It mey be noted thet it besrs marks of contect
with the damself of western horizon namely redness which the
other maidens « ten directions - have noticed,) The metre
used is Sardulavilcriditam,

Stars are deseribed in the following stanza.
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"The sters in the sky appear like the drops of water
from the celestisl Canges when disturbed in the course of
‘sives dance, and create an illusion thaet they are the pearls
separated from the necklaces of the eelestial harlots as
they are engsged in amorous sports =zt the festival of Cupid".
The slamkara Utprekshz is found in this versey The metre

is extremely sult=ble to the contents of the verse,
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oTne poet's ,descriptions of the moon,  bresae

mid noon, horlots etc. are of a high order. He seldom

uses shorter metres,

Drametic Effect
43 a dremm, 1t does not come %o a high standard.

‘But considered ss s poem its merits ars rather of @ high

order. There is much of narrstion snd very little action.

The~prelogue is very long. It contains long and
dull deseriptions of the temple at Sthali, the ecity of
Kozhikode snd the patron of the poet king Maneviicroma,

The first part of the fact got is token up with
the reactions of the king ~fter he has seen Vasumeti in a
dream., He is engrossed in thoughts of his beloved #nd his
friend Vetundhaya tries to distrect his attention., The
dislogues betwoen king Vikrame snd Vatsndhgvaare long,
weary snd dull, It is immedistely followed by the king's
efforts to pscify his gqueen. IHere thore ere some elements
of mumour in the explanation furnished by the maid servant
to the queen 2bout the words uttered by her lord in his dream
=nd the consequent dilemme coused to the queen, She is ulti-

mately foreced to abendon her anger towards her lord,

67 Ibid., Act.III, S1.21, p.89

68 JIbid., Act.I, 51,56, p.31

69 Ibid., Act.I, 51.62, and 63, ps42
70 Ibide, Act.III, Sl.11, p.86




The second act begins with adescription of the king's
pengs of love, It is almost a repetition of the first act.
The scene where king Vikrena and his vidushake are watching
Vasumeti who is und:r going pangs of love inside the Mellika
mandapa by hiding themselves behind the creepers do not appeal
to us, though it is besutiful. The dislogues are uninteresting
and do not possess freshness »nd vigour. There are no signie-
fieant dramatic elements in this act ca2pable of drawing the

attention of the spectators.

The third act describes the suffarings of king
Vikrame on account of pengs of love for Vesumsti. This is
egain a repetition‘of the first snd second actses There are
hovever some elements of dremetie interest st the endof the
acte The king felling into 2 swoon, the stir crused in the
mind of Vatendhaya, Hamsikd throwing the celestial flower at
t'e king end finelly the intervention of Vasumeti and her
placing her hands on the chest of herlover and the sudden
revival of the king from his swoon are highly drametic events,
'The end o the act sees the king going to pacify his dueen
who is announced earlier as intending to commit suicide.

The fourth act deals with the attempts of the king
to pacify his queen in whose bhody = demoness by name
Rudhirekanthi hes entered to create mischief. It is a
repetition of the first act. Further the entire scene is
unnecessarfly over dreswn, There are some significont events

ot the end of the aect namely Vaiandhaya stealing the celestial
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flower from Vasumeti, her meld servant creating a commotion
by making o ieud announcement thet the vidushaka hes carried
away the flower and the dueen coming back to her senses on

SN

T

hesring the name of the magié destroyer celestial flowers

The fifth ect 1s devoted to a long snduninteresting
'descriptién of the king®s pangs of separation, for Vasnnat;'
hoe been cbducted by a2 demon. King Vikroma is in a ceiirium
stage and he addresses the various snimete and inanimste objects
around him as to whether they have seen his beloved, He
then falls 1nto & swoon unable to bear the sgony. He is
revived by Subila, He is imwedistely informed that Bhadree
caqqiké has returned from her pilgrimsge »nd tﬁat having come
to know of the abduction of Vasumati by her supernstursl power
has redeemed her from the clutches of the demon.

The six sct gives = lingering deceription of the
king's joy on hearing the news of the redemption of his beloved.
This is followed by the arrival of Vasumetl and the Queen

aceompanied by Bhadrreandika and others, The king is reunited

with Vesumatl and the queen sgrees to thelr marriage.

From the above analysls, it can be seen that the

drsma will not be a success on the stage, Its theme and -
structure are sterotyped and devoid of any originzlity or -

noveltys



Jime gnd place of action.

The first act of the play begins in the early
morning.as is cle=r from Mantragupta's remarks.71 The place
of action is at first the palace of the king. It shifts
later to his gerden. The first sct appesrs to end in nidf
noon., The vidusheka informs the king sbout the advent of
midnoon andhis own appatita.72 There is no interval between
Acts I snd II, In this connection the remérk of Vatandhaya
on seeing his friend lost ia thoughtc of Vasumati as to
whether he (the king) has not yet completed his madhyshna
sandhya is worthy of notieag?a It has its background at
first in the garden of the king =nd thenlater on in the

74
gerden of the minister. It appears to end in the evening.
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There is no gap of time between Acts II and III.
At the end of the %terlnde to the third sct, Susila dese
eribes the Sunset. The place of action is the garden of
the king. There is no interval between fects III and IV.
The place of action continues to be the king's garden. The
fourth sct seems to take up the entire night end it appears
to end in the early moming of the next day. The king
deseribes the garden of the minister as follows.
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{Let us go through the garden which 1s covered by
the pollien from the freshly blossomed {lowers snd with the
sky filled with humming boqs.) This nevertheless indicates
early morning when flowers blossom and bees gather to take
honey from them producing =2 humning sound, Thers is no time
gep between Acts IV and V. The sezson seems to be the rainy
season. The fifth act ends in the evening,

There is en interval of one night betwéan Acts V
and VI. From the words 0'17‘7 Vatendhaya one comes to know
that it begins in midnoon, It has its background in the
king's garden, The play ends in the evening, From the
ebove survey it can be sean thet the play runs into three days
and that theve is a2 gap of one night between Acts V end VI, |

75 Ibid., Act.III, V.2, p.82
76 Ibid., Act.V, p.150
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The play has four benedictory verses, the first and
the last verses in praise of the God of Love snd the second
and the third verses euologising Lord éiva. The play proper
is introduced through a device ealled Prayogatibayam. The
plet ie the creetion of the poet.

There is a Suddhe vigkambhe in the beginning of
the first act. The minister Mentragupte snd the Kanthuldya
take par ¢ in it. Through it is revesled the efforts of
the anchorite Bhadrscendika to unite Vasumetl with king
Vikr=ma,  In the beginning of the fourth acty there 1s a
miSravisicambha . The demon end his sefvant snother demoness
by neme Rudhirskenthi teke pert in it. Through 1t is made
known the plot forged by the two ne2mely to sbduct Vasumeti
by the demon andthe entering of the body of the angry queen
by the demoness to create mischief,

There 18 a Pravéeka in the beginning of the second
act, Suéila, the maid servent of Bhadrecandike and Ulpalika,
the maid servant of Vasumsti taske part in it. Through it it
announced the departure of Rudravetalika for esrrenging =
meetins between king Vikrime sad Tasnentl whe heve already
seen each other in thelr dresms and who gonsequently have
been smitten with love for each other, 1In the third set =21so
‘ghere is a Prevedska, Suélls, the meid servant of Bhedracendika
takes part in it., From her words, one comes to know that

Bhadracendike hes gone ou the pilgrimege end thet she has
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~ been left behind to comsole Vasumatl. It is also told that

king Vikrama hae decided to wed Vasumati and that the above

news has been conveyed to Vacumati through a brohmene, It is
glso announced that Subila hae thought of arranging o meeting
of the two lovers in the cendrime mandepa, In the fifth act,

 there ic a culika, Through it is informed the king's pangs

of separation from Vasumatl who hes been abducted by a demons
The sandhis along with arthaprokritis and avasthas

are discussed below,

 Mukhe Sandhi: It commences in the first act of the drema,

King Vikrama sees Vasumati in dresm and he falle in love

with her, Here we find the gemmination of love. Both Bfaa
and Arembha are also found, A%t the end of the mct, we find
the hero lost in thoughts of Vasumati., Mukha Sondhi comes

$0 an end here,

Pratimukha Sandhis - begins in the second act, King Vikrama
is o0 much infotuated with love for Veoumati that his mind

does not think of any other things He suffers pangs of love
very intensely. Various cooling materdals brought to reduce
his agony by Vatandhaya serve him no good., Here we fimd the
further development of love, ILikewise Vasumati is affected.
By chance the two lovers meet each other for the first time,
Their love becomes stmngthened. The Pratimukha Sandhi
concludes =t the end of the second act, In the second act
is found both Bindu and Prayatna., The king's desire %o

gee his beloved in flesh and blood for the first time
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tize gets mfzmna and consejuently his love for her bocomes
nore end more intonses

Garbhe Sendbi:s commences from the beginning of the third ect
snd concludes with the end of the same set. The hero is
snftoru;s intensely pengs of love, £o severe his sgony bocomes,
he folls into n swoon, But Vesumeti w:o is nesrby touches

hinm and he i1s revived, The hero is thus restorsd to norm-ley.
He goeh- to prelify the queen who is offended with him for his
love to Vasumetl, -

Zvemnrfs Sendhi, It begins in the fourth set of the dreme,
The hero is able to appesse his queen, DBut soon he heers
tho distressing news of the sbduction of his belovad Vesumetl
by the some demon, The hero ig last in sorrovw and he becom:s
temporarily insene, At tho end of the ncty, he hosrs the
hesrtening nows of the rescus of Vasumeti end he bocomes
happye The end of the fourth sct merke the end of

Avemrrga Sandal as well.

Rizvahens Scndhise tekes up the entire fifth sct. The dueen
is ngroeable to herlord merrying Vesumstl snd she

herself brings the latter with her to the pre-ence of the

xinge The king is very happy by the welcome chenge in the

shorneter of his queen. Soon the king an? Vesumati are

merried snd thus the consumsotion is reached, Doth Kifya

and Phelfgeme are slso found in this set,




The infiuenes of muaua, Horshe ond fnjrGskhara
iz found in this drema, In the plot construction, ho is
{ndebted to Kallddisa ond Harche snd in the genersl style
end the diction of the vorses, he follows RBjnkdkhers,

1. Sfintelas-

(1) The second net of Vasumntl mkrmisﬁrittm glmost
on the model of the third sct of “akuntale,

) 'In the following two verses we find similerity in

jdens =nd expressions.

"} Vasumeti in reply to the In the second set, king

question esksd by Mmalike
' ebout the ceuse of her
gsmy sey: that she cen
find no other csuse thatn
the excitement from the
dreem which cthe had in the
previous nights Ring
Vikresme who overheers this
conversstion of Vesumeti
says aside thet “"Her sgony

inshysnte informs his
Vidushekas thet he sow
felkuntele, & meiden of
unpsralisled besuty end

- that he was fescinested

by her. fe deseribos her
beauty to him as follows,
"Hor feultliess form is o
flower not (yet) smelt, =
delicete sprout not (yet)

eannot be entirely due to plucked by neils, jewel not
the dresm, It mey be the (yst) perforated, fresh honey
effect of the trumpet c2ll  vhose flevour is (yet)




 of victory of the ged of
love, But it is definite
~ that this 1s the tronse
formation of the good deeds
of "
% 4 some body". o
A b dTh mgz4a$fa4alsu-
A1 ldaﬁlzlssl mora—lﬂ”o—ralo
NS e
SAocll s AR a/mu ALY af%:!e

FTATY TR Mlcﬁa\_goll

(2)In the following two verses, we find gre-t similarity

in the situations =2nd ideas,

In the second a2ct after the
departure of Vasumati} the
king entars the lata mandapa
and exemines the various
eovling materials llke the
garland of lotus flowers.
Addressing 1t he says "gh
garland of lotus flowers,
you are indeed possessed

of very rare Bnd gre=t
virtues, You are nevere

theless fortunatej for
you sdorned the big

b4

untssted, as if the fruit
of merite not (yet) divideds

I know not whom the creater

will approach as the enjoyer
here",
%Ewhﬁﬁwﬂ&ﬁmuhmd
T dﬁ?z‘?;\
z',—m%a 2? naMa—ll.zolu¢a~
T2AAL
%M\E qufiaT1 W"—%’a 2l
EF 444433
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Al
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In the first act,; the king
sees éakuntela end is struck
by her beauty, As he is
watching her a bee comes
King

Dushyanta sdmires the bee for

and attecks her face.

having got an epportunity

to taste the sweet honey from
the lipe of Aekuntala, He
addresses the bee as follows,
"You touch repectedly her quiver
ing eye, the corners of which

78 Yasumeti Vikrema, Aet. II, 51,24, p.70
79 ISakutals, edited by A.B.Cejendragedhkar, Act,II,51.10,p.41
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breasts of my beloved are tremulousj hovering nesr

which was pale on account her ear you sweetly hum as
; af the p=ngs of 1ove. : though whispering a secret
S TEATS 2'?AJIUM dﬂl%éﬂ S of (love). Inspite of her
T 43 i ; Tz % ' | waving her hend, you drink
q;r;z:rrs‘rzn HAJzrel 9—!—0{'7—57%1 her lower lip, the 21l in
HAUTTA 1R ! all or essence of enjoyment
A aAl AGaAA T - (whilst) we (0) beej are
JTU 5 d}m undone through search for
fbs UTL{ op 3—%\7 1—%—— truth (regarding her) you

s 180 indeed are blessed"
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2, Kumaressmbhava _ oh 1 €l

1, The following werses besr similerity in the motter

of phraseology.

King Vikroma desecribes Kalidase describes the fece

his beloved Vasumati of Parveti as follows,

lying on the bed of lotus —VT_; JTFﬂ A J_l)ullo’,ﬂ 9:5%
leaves in side the latz qg:, I % 1~ rg—/qgaq,g/g IJ’”K;-:—TT?:,

mendape s follows, SHTHIA g, g—%aa e

o\

RN e
AAT T AT L A 1624%urﬁ'ﬁmm*£‘gf l

D12V o] %
Bl S ] ety i W{d @ o
el see g cliketep ol fu:aaj,ahmuomdlmd AG
Z2 !
80 Yasumati Yikreome, Act.II, Sl.41, pe78

81 brluntais, Act.Il. 51.23. D.16
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2, In the following verse, Damodars gives, expression

to a sayingidentical to the one foundin the

Kumarasambhavem,

In the second act, Rudise
vetalike comforts Vesumsti
who is undergoing penge of
separetion as follows, "Oh
dear, do not be grief
stricken, Theperson whom
you love also has fallea in
love with yous for it is

an established practice
that brides eonsider as

the most zea lous and sought

for in this world the love

borne by their lords towerds

In the fifth serge, Kalidésa
descpibes the mentel
afflication cauved to
Parvati on finding the god
of love burned by Lord éiva.
"parvetl with her desires
frustpated by Lord Siva,

the trident holder 2s he
hasg & the mind born cupid
reduced to ashes b@foré her
own eyes in the menner dese
eribed above, condemned her
own besuty, in her heerts

them, for (one's) beauty has its
reward when it wine the
love of ons's husband,
82 Vasumety Vikvama, Aet.TI, 51,104 p.867.

83 RKumarasambhavem=-Canto,X«Vs,43 and 44, p.209, Benares,
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The following verse in the prologue of Vasumoti

vikrem= is modelled on & verre found in the prologue of

Ratﬁivali.

"The hero who is the seet
of grest virtueg 4= the
king of Kerela, The poet
who is the seat of good
words is the great Damodara,
The story iscolourful and
the delight derived ie
indeed similer to the
delight got by drinking
necter, The sudience too
is good and swect natured

and 1s copeble of relishing

"4pT Harsa is & clever poet
snd the audience slso are
Judges of merit; the story
of Vatsarﬁja is fascinating
in the world »nd we are
skilful in the histsrienic
ert, Each one of these
circumsteances would even
singly lesd to the sttainment
of the desired result; much
more so when through the

accession of my good fortune

84 Yasumetiviirome, Act.II, V32, pe73
A ) JQMDASVA . S&I’ga V, V.l, p.235.
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2+ King Vikrame undergeing
penge of love describes
the méiden he saw in the
dreem as follows, "Her
trusses of hair ere similer
(in célaur) to dariness,
Her smile are similer
(in whiteness) to the white
Joemine flowers, Her face
destroys the lustre of the
moon, Her hends eres soft
and tender, Her breasts
are similar to Krlyana
mountains in possessing

identical quelities, Her

mqmm
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In the second act king Udeysna
sees the picture of Saparika

and deseribes her form as
"My sight, reluctently
passing over her thighs and

follows,

wendering
her hips=,
walst with 1tswavy trinle

for & long time over

reste upon hor

foldey and now as 1f thirsty;
it gredueslly ascends her
heeving bresstes =nd expectently
looks now and agein at her

eyes which shed drops of

)
tears,

86 Vgsumetivikreme, Act.I, V.12, p.?
87 Ratnavell, Hershy, Act.I, 51,8, p.4, Poons, 1954,
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eyes are as beautiful @«)QQTJTUZ?%/L,JI O&Tr( 2 Q%ia <
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In the fourth sct king In the fourth act, the king
Vikrsme appeals to his rushes to rescue Sagariks who
gueen to shed her snger is encircled by fire, He
towards him, "oh desist, eries alound "stay, fire
desist, my desr, from this stay, with hold thy constent
rash attempt of yoursg smoke, Why in vain dust
where cean I your slave thou raise aloft thy

serving your feet can go. circling flsmes” What herm
I am your servent and I em censt thardo to me whom the
guilty of leading a loose fire of severence from my

life, But whet cen I, belovad, fierce as the fire

88 YVasumotivikrama, Act,I, 51,33, p.16
89 Ratnavally, Act.IT, S1,9, P.70
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80 Vasumetlv a8, AoteIV, 5147, Pal3l
91 Ratnavell, Act.IV, V.16, p.168,





