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Pradyumnabhyudays
Ihe suthors

Ravivarme Kulaf@ihara, the suthor of the dreome
Pradyumnsbhyudeys ic well known as » poet, 2 great and
powerful king snd e potron of arts sndletters, From the
prologue, it is known that he was n greet scholer in
misic end poetiesy he was o libersl patron of poets snd
he wore the titles Semgramadhirs, Msharajaparamssvere
and Dakshinabhoje,
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He wans the son of Jaya;im. He wes at home both in war
snd literary persults, His capitrl secems to heve been
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 Kolembepurs which is identiried with @il 1n Kerals
State, He belonged to the Yadava femily,

nui Reviverme Kulsb@khars 1 lmown from sgvaﬂl
inseriptions. Mo wes bom in the year 1266.87 A0, He
defeated the Psndyss snd Choles, He was crowned as king :
en the banks of Vegaveti in his forty sixzth yesr, He
seems to have defested Viirsmepsndye snd merrisdhis

i 6
deughter es 1s presumed from s verse in Lilatilaks,

3¢ fice Dr. S.Krishnaswemi Iyenger, Raviverms Tulasekhars,
Bew Indisp Antlousry, Vol.VII, 147130, Bombay.

4, His inseriptions are found in Xemchipuram, Poonsmalli
end TiTuvedi, Srirengem, Valvir end Trivendrum snd
exceptingthe lest one, ell of them have been noticed
in the januel Roports on South Indisp Epierephy
los, 34 of 1890, 33 =nd 34 of 1911, 34 of 1803, 46 eof
1891 end 54 of 19003, The Trivondrum inzeription hes
been published in the JABs, VolsII, Dp.58e58, 1920,

Se Epigrephis Indice, Vol.IV, p.148, Caloutts, 130607,

Ge Dﬁgayﬁ drupsdem Dhenefijays ive Kshmspnlebalo beld
Venattinnuteyoru Vireravivarrskhyo Yedinem patih
Pendysm Vikremeprvelitem petayilveccattippiticcennane
Pandyebsyes Kotuttu tasys tanay@m prdmsnensm agrohite
M-‘ Quoted in CKSLe CheXI, p«212,
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| In his court two well known poets Samudrabendhe

and Kevibhishene flourished. Samudrabandhe 1; the suthor
of s commentary on Suyyakss Alamkaraservesva, Kavibhishene
is known to be the antgor of the eighteen verses in the
Srirengem inseription, ‘

Excepting Predyumnabhyudsye, no other wvork of
Fevivarme Ruls@akhers 1o known to us,
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The dreme bagins with two benedistory verses
respectively in praise of Vishnu and Naresimhe recited
by Bhedranste, This ie followed by the entry of the
gtage director who summons the actressg ond reduects her to
essist him in enncting 2 play for the benefit of the
mombers of king Reviverma's royal assembly who heve come
to attond the yitra of “ri Padaanibha.g After some

L -

7. Publighed in the Trivendrum Penskrit Series, No0,40, 1915,

8. Soe Epigrephia Indics, Voll.VIII, p,l48e152, Calcutta,
. 180607,
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“Illthbrttlau with the actress, the stage director snnounces
that the drema Pradyvmnsbhyudsya iz going to be enected,
The setress expresses her surprise on coming to know that

a drams has been written by the kingo? Kolamba,

The stege director then moves round the stage and
racites & verse dosnrib;nv the advent of the spring scason,
The aetroéa slso joins him in deseribing the spring., The
stoge director praises her description ond vemarks that 1t
is very difficult to describe the splendiferous spring, which
. anhences the glory of the flowers and crestes passion,
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Meenwhile, he hears from bshind the scenes a repetition of

the aforesald verse which he has recited earlier, At once
he eoncludes thnt Soge NHéreda 1s prroising Lord Krishna
through the seme verse by meking the word 'Madheve' refer
to the lstter, He then immedintely leaves the stage
accompanied by the actress marking the end of the prologue,

The first act begins with s scene in whish Lord
Krishna snd Sage Nernda are engasged in o conversation,
Sage Narade informs Sri Krishna of the misdeeds of the
demon Vejransbha end he requests the lstter to put an end
to the 1life of the demon, The sage rleo nerrates how the
demon hed plessed Lord Brahma byhis penance and got from

g

10. Ibldey De3s
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him several boons, /mon: the boons he got from the Crestor,
the most important ware that he should not be Rilled by the
Déves, that nobody should enter his city Vajrapure without 11
his permission and thet all his desires should meterinlise,
£ri Krishne discloses to him whet Indra hed told about the
demon sometime back, Indra had informed him thet onge
Vajrsnabha hed been to the heavens end demsnded of him the
wealthof the entire world, meenwhile thieabening t_hnt mw
wonuld fight and obtain it by force if Indra feiled him,

Indre snd Brihaspati persunded hiﬁ'to approach their fether
Kafyepe as they were engeged in a sscrifice, The demon
aceordingly went to KeSype end made Xnown his demand,

Kefypa informed him thet everything would be known st the
end of the saerifice and sdvised him to go back to his city.
The demon as advised by Keéype returned to his ecity Vajrspurs
with his evil designs and geve trouble to the entire world
by his several atroeities, %ri Krishne further informs him
that hehas alreasdy mede up hic mind to destroy the (demon,

The sage is plessed, Ori Ko shne slso tells him thst he
could not destroy the demon so far as he was engeged in the
Msvemadha semorifice which his son Predyums wes conducting,
He agsures the sege that his son will certeinly kill the

demon after the conclusion of the ASvemsdhe ssorifice,
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A Sage Narada then informs Bri Krishna thet the
a.m, Vajranabha hss got 2 beautiful deughter by name
Prabhavati. Saselnnrvisas was 80 plecsed with'her that
he ﬁlesaod her wigh a benediction that she would éet the
husband of her desire snd a long life for the whole family,
The sage also predicted that Prabhavati would fall in love
with Pradyumnea anly,m‘ He then tekes leave of Srl Krishna
end goes to the heavens to inform the Devas of the Lord's
decision to kill Vajrenébhe as early as possible. Sri
Krishna meanwhile thinks of a wa{sto enter Vajraspura
which is otherwise inaccessible, He remembers the actor
Bhadranate who is annlxy famous for his acting by means
of which he pleased the sages and got from them several
boons a5 well as his 2bility to fly in the sky and ga.to
eny inaccessible place, He then asks the door keeper tp
bring Bhadranata immedistelyto his presence, Soon the gate-'
keeperlgthera in Bhadranata to the presence of ©ri Krishne,
Bhadra pays his respects to the Lord, ®ri Xrishna
announces to him hig decision to send hig son Predyumna 1;
the company of Gada and Semba in order to kill the demon

Vajrenabha who is causing distress to the entire woéld,
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16 . It may be noted thet in the drame, his nome is given
both as Bhadre and Bhadranata,
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' He also tells hin thet Predyumna csmnot by himself enter

| Vajrapura as it is not accessible to snybody by virture

of the boon of Brahma, He therefore aa&; Bhedra to help
his son in gaining access to Vajrapura, He then whispers

into his ears some secret instructions,

At thet time, the vaitslike announces the advent
of the midedey, Sri Krishna declares his intention to go
and make the necessary arrsngements for his son's forthe
coming viectorious march to Vajrapura to conquer Vejranabha,
The first sct comes to an end with £ri Krishne and others
going attend to their respective duties,

The second sct begins with an interlude, From the
conversation between Kalavatl and Parabhrtika, who are
respectively the femele servant andthe gardan attendant of
the queen of Vajrsnabha, it is known thet Bhadrenata has
already entered'Vajrapura end thet hgfis giving tuition
to Prabhavati in music, Kalavati describes to her friend
in deteil as to how Bhadrenata came to Vajrapura,
Vajrenabhe had heard of Bhadranate and his mastery in
seversl sciences from Hamsa, the chief of the Chersnas,
One day he cameto know theot Bhadranate had come to Sakhae
nagara in the course of his tour and he himeself invited
him to Vajrapura, When Bhadranate met Vajrsnabha, the
letter asked him to tesch music to his daughter,

17. T LATACH d 2T d =544 24 a7
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In the second act prinoau Prebhaveti and Kalee
hemsika ere engaged in conversation, Probhaveti hns asked
Kelohamsike to go end bring Bhedreneta to her prosence,
Though Kalshemsike met Bhadranate, she forgot to convey to
him the princess's messege as her attention was drown
townrds a portrait of Predyumna kept in the latter's house,
The cherm snd becuty of theperson in the portreit wes so
irre sistable thet Kalshemsikas took it with her without the
knovledge of Bheadrenste in order to show it to the princess,
Keloaheisiks ee soon ns she meetg Prabhavati deseribes in
detail her visit to Bhedrsnste's house snd her seeing the
yoriralt. Knlshensiks by her deceription of the person in
the portreit rouses the interest of tgg princess so much
that she desires to see the portrait, Kalshemsike takes
out the portreit kept concesled in her bodice end shows the
geme to the princecs, The princess contemplotes the plcture
end 4s attracted by the chrnrm and beeuty of the person
represented therein and wents to know hin. Kalshemsika S
gives a negative reply to the princess's,gyary. fhe en i
hovever advises her to summon Bhedranste snd get the
desired informetion from him, Prabhavetl $medistely
cells the gate keeper and asks him to bring Bhadranata
at once to hor presence, Soon Bhedranete is ushered in to

the presence of the princess,
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lillrnanga is not at 2ll upset by the stealing

of the portreit of Pradyumne from his house by Talshameike,

On the other hsnd, he is happy thst Kalehemsika's sction
served to further his end viz, to bring sbout the merrinsge
of Prabhaveti with Pradyummne, He thinks thet Kalehersike
will certainly show the portreit to the princess and that
the latter will fall in love with Pradyumnsa, As soon

as he meets the princess, he pays his respects to her,

The princess offers him a seat and Bhadrenata sits, 1s

" desired by Prebhaveti, Kalshamsike shows the portrait to

Bhadrenats and asks him to disclose the name of the person
painted in it, Bhadrenata besides revealing the neme of
Pradyumne dwells et length on his duelities, family and
atteinments, He soon finds that the princess is anxious

to meet Fredyumne, He then informs her thet he will brin!9
Predyurma from Dwarske to her prescnce by mesns of magle,
The princess is plessed, At that time, Varnrdatte, the
wanchuklys comes snd informs the princess thet the dueen

is going to attend the festivel o the firet flowering of
her pat mengo tree Udysnaratma end thnt she is walting

for her, Prabhaveti confidentially tells her friend Kalse
hamsiks to keep the portrait secretly while she mceompsnies
her, The two then proceed to meet the dueen, Bhrdranata and

others also go osnd the second sct comes to a close,
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The third mct bogins vith en interlude, Bhedrancta

 4s happy at hie success in eresting pession in Prabhevetd

for Pradyume, fle has elready spprised /57l Xeishne of the

events taking place in Vejropurs &8s well e the progress of

his work, He soon thinks of some way by whiech he c2=n bring

Pradyums bofore Prabhveti, At last he decides to give

Prodyumns the role of Nalekubere in the drama, Rembhabhisarsns,

written by Narnda, which he is going to present before

Vejrenabhe end o%ar royal digniteries on the occesion of the

spring festivel, At thet time, Kalshemsika, the friend

of Probhavati comes to meet Shadrenata, Ohe hes been acked

by her friend to find out whether her father Vejrenabha

nas gone to the theatre (pgekshe-gandepe) to witness the

drems, She 1s distreszed to see the sufferings of her

#riand vho 1¢ undergoing intense pengs of love, All her
efforts to soothe her have friled, She thorefore decldes
to meet Bhedranata =nd soek his help for relieving heyr
frignd of her sgony. “he meets hinm end conveys to him the
sufferings of her friend, BShedranats o mjoieéd to hear
that Prabhaveti hes fallem in love with Predyume, He
gssures Xelshamsika thet he will ~dring Pradyumma to the
prasence of the srineess as quickly =° possible., XKalshemsika
foels happy on hesring the sesuring words of thedrenate,
She then tekes leave of him, After finding out that
Vejrensbhe has gone to the thestre, she goes to meet her
friend to convey theneovs,

20 Ibides Act.IIT, De22,
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In the third aet, Vajranabha is seen sitting in
thﬁ,thnat!e to witness the drema Rembhabhisarsna, Hemsa,
the Charana chief, Prebhavatl sndother dignitaries are also
with him, Vejranabha tells his friend Hamsa that but for
the words of KaSyps, he would long have killed Indra with
other Dévaa.al He further devides 6rl Krishna nnd tells
his friend that at the conclusion of Kabypa's sacrifice,
he would destroy Indrz sndthe other Devas, Hemga 1s in
a sad mood, for he has hesrd from FNarsda thet €ri Krishne
has made Imown his intention to kill Vajrsnsbha through
his son Pradyummns. He does not know what would happen to
his friend, He meanwhile praises Vajranabhe and his herole
exploits. Vajrenabha requests Hamsa to ask Bhadranate to
commence the staging of the drama, Hawmss accordihgly asks
Bnedranata to begin the show, Bhadranata then enacts the

drama,

The dreme begins with the ususl benedietion and
prologues Immddintely efter, Nelakubara accompanied by the
vidushaka Bhadrenata enters the stage, He then espies
Prabhavati who is sitting in the gellery just in front of
him and preises her for her ﬁnparalleled beruty and charm,
The vidishake also joins him in preising the princess,
Nelekubare sceompanied by his friend then proceeds to e
bower where his beloved Rembha has promised to come and
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moet him, He resches the sppointed place snd waits for
sometime for his beloved, Finding her not coming, he
starts suspecting whether she hes been abducted by some
demon on the way, At that time, the eries of a wvomen
are heard from behind the scene e=lling for &lp. Vajree
nabha who 1= watching the shov gets sngry end sskes es
to vho has abducted the women vhile he 1s there, fzmsa
immedistsly brings to his notice the fact thet mat they
are seeing 1s after 21l a drame sand vhat heppened in the
play at thet time was the ebduction of “embha by Ravana
and that she wes erying for help, Vajransbhe feels
abashed 2t his folly.

Falelubare on hearing the cries, immediately
goes to meet Ravena who has abducted his beloved, He
challenges him to stop end ficsht it out with him, Ravena,
however, goes fast without psying heed to the words of
Nalakubara, taking with him fambha, Thersupon, Nalakubare
pronounces & curse on Ravene that if ever he tries teo
enjoy a a;mn agrinst her wish his head will bresk into
shreds, Ravens is therefore forced to pert with Rambha
who is wnwilling to go with him, Halakubers socon finds
Rembha end warmly embrsces her, Thus they sre - - reunited,
The play ends with the customary epilogue wishing Vajran&bha
end his subjects prosperity, FHemse finds a hidden mesning
concenled in the bhapstseyoleys which 4s that the Deves should
flomrish, Vejranebha must die and that his riches should go
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to Pradyumna, But he does not disclose this to anybody.
Vajranabha is very much pleased by the splendid acting
of Bhadranéga and his troupe. Prabhavati is also happy
that she was able to see Pradyumna, Vajranabha and others
‘then go to the palace snd the third act comes to an end.
The fourth act begins with an interlude. The
kanchukiya is grumbling over his sad lot of serving in
the royal house-hold, He has been sent by the dueen to
know the condition of her dsughter Prabhavati who is
undergoing intense pangs of love, He goes =2nd sees Prabho=
vati resting in the Premedes-vena on the banks of the lake.
He besides sees Kalahanmisika applying cooling materials all
over the body of the princess, After noticing the condition
of the princess, the kanchukiya goes back to meet her

mistress to report to her.

In the fourth act, Prabhavati and her friend Kala-
hamsika are engeged in a conversation, The two had seen
Pradyumna in the garden at the time of the festival of
Cupid (madggStsava). Kelahamsika informs her friend that
Pradyumne is also undergoing severe pangs of love, She
further discloses to her what Bhadranata had told her about
the condition of Pradyumna, Bhadranata told her that ever
since Pradyumna saw Prabhavati in the theatre during the
staging of the drama, he looked different,  Kalahamsika
then conveys her the message she got from Bhadranata namely

23
that he and Pradyumna will be coming to meet her. The
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jﬁ&aﬂauu:zn tappy on heasring the sbove message,

' predyums is suffering from the peangs of love.
Bhadranata t&kaa him to the Premada-vens vhere thay'aapr
?rﬁkhivaﬁi talking with her friend Kelehamsika, The two
then become invisible by meenes of magie end overhear the
conversation between Prabhiveti end Xelehamsiks, Prabhfe
veti 1s tormented very much by the pengs of love, Kolow
hemsika comforts her friend by saying thst her lover will
come soon thereby putting en end to her agony once for
2ll, But the agony of the princeses eoﬁtinuns to inecrense,
Uneble to besr the intensity of the psin, she falls inte
a swoon, Kelahemsika vho is nesrby immedistely applies
cooling mateoriels to har body and revives her consclouse
ness, bBhedranata who is watching the whole scene asks
Pradyumne to go and comfort his beloved, Pradyumns on
heesring these words imredistely makes himself visible
to Prabhaveti ed be followed soon by Bhadresnste, Prabhse
vatl feels beshful on seeing her lover. Bhadranate and
Kelshamsike decide to condust the marriége of Pradyumna
with Prabhiveti imuedistelys In their presence the
merriage tekes place in the Gandharve msnner, ~After
uniting the two lovers in wedlock, Bhedrenste snd Kalse
hamsiks depart,

Pradyunne end Prabhaveti enjoy the company of
each other for some time, Soon they espy the kinchulkiys
coming, Pradyumms ag advised by his beloved hides himself
behind the trees, The kanthukiye meets the princesse
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He informs her that hér mother desires to see her and that

she should go with him immediately to hér presence., Pradyumna
and Prabhavati feel sad at their impending separation. Soon
Prabhavatl accompanied by the kénGhukiya goes to the palace.

Pradyumna also goes and the fourth act comes to an end,.

The fifth act has sn interlude in the beginning.
From the words of Bhadranata, it is known thet Pradyumna is
making himself known in Vajrapuras by freely moving a2bout
smong the people. He predicts that the news of Pradyumna's
presence ;n Vajrapurs will reach the ears of Vajranabha
and the demon will enter into a fight with Pradyumna, He
also discloses that the marriages of Chendravati and Guna=
vati respectively with Gada and Samba took place with the
help of Prabhavati,

In the fifth act Sri Krishna snd Narada are
engoged in conversation, Narada informs‘Sri Krishna that
Vajragébha caﬁe to know of the presence of Pradyumma while
he was about to leave on his scheduled military expedition
the heaven, He =21so tells him thet a2 big fight has tzken
begun between the forces of Vajranabha and Pradyumna last
night itself, He further informs him that before the day
dawned, Predyumna destroyed or drove out one third of the
enemy forces though it was night. /Sri Krishna then desires
to go and witness the battle., Sage Narade snd Grl Krishna
board a chariot and go to the battle ground, They see from
the sky the fierce battle between Pradyumna on the one hand

and Vajrensbha and his brother Sunabha on the other.
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ﬂinhu;anﬁ Gada greatly assist Pradyumns in the long and
rrﬂawueaod'right¢ Both of them shoot at ench other various
tryoa of uiasiicn. When the demon shoots the Varuna missile,
Pradyumna to counteract it sends the Vayu missile, Vajranabha
finding that he eaﬁnaﬁ best Pradyumns in archery suddenly
tekes his club and hits Pradyumns with it, The 1attér
imsedistely falls into 2 swoon, ©ri Krishna who is watching
the fight is perturbed, He desires to go to the aid of
Pradyumns but Narade prevents him from proceeding, To the
great surprise of €rl Krishne end Nérads, Ppadyumna soon
regains consciousness and riées up. He then takes the

dise (ghgkra) and hits the demon with it, Vajrsnsbha falls
dead on the ground., Meanwhile Ceda kills Sunabhe with his
club (gada).

With the battle over, Srl Krishna end Narada
alight on the battlafield in the cheriot, They meet
Predyumna, Gada snd Semba and congretulate them for their
velour snd heroism, At that time, Bhadrsnate comes and
snnounces thet PrabhAvatl, Chandravati snd Cunavati have
eoch given birth to a son. ©ri Krishne and others feel
happy on hesring the news, ‘Sri Krishne then asks Bhedrenata
to make the necessary arrsngements for the coronation of
Pradyumna as the king of Vajrapura, Bhadrsnste mekes the
arrengements, In the presence of Narsda, 4ri Krishna

coronates him as the king of Vajrapura,



ad

The drame closes with the epilogue which is
as fol.lws: .
O\
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"May the good people like the ocesns by their good sayings

Ze

which are lilke gems contribute to our happiness, Msy the
fools who intensify the sufferings of the world (by their
evil acts which are) like the sectivities of Keli be dese
troyed.v May the munificent people like the clouds shower
their riches regulsrly, Mesy the kings like the great

mountains rule the world without getting themselves weakened,”

Source:

The story is teken from Harivemés (Vishnu Parva,
chs, 91«97). A demon by neme Vejranabha performs severe
penance to please Lord Brahms who offers to bless him with the
realisation of his wish, The demon desires thet he should
not be killed by the Devas, He further demsnds a city
étudded with jJewels nemed Vajrapura with a hundred others
1ike ‘BakhEnegara eneireling it into which, even the

26
- wind, cannot freely enter, All these boons he receives

. Iblde, ActsV, V.48, p.57. __
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‘omd the beoutdful sity of Vajrapure comes into being.

7 Mmmn of powar makes him vain and he
extonds & reign of terror, I goes tgs Indra »nd aske hinm
the overlordship of tho three worlds, The heavenly king
takes counsel with the divine minister Brihsspati end
dircets him to meet Kadypa, The demon accordingly mects
Koeype snd pepests his demsnd, Kabype tells him that he
is sageged in & seerifice snd thot only »PEor the conclus
gion of the seerifice he will tell him as to what iz to
be done, The demon roturns to his city.

Mormwhile, the king of the gods comes to /ari
Krishna st Dverake in seecrst snd informs him of his trouble,
Igpi Reishne tells him thet he 1s roing to conduet s horse
soerifice and tg;t he intonds to destroy Vajrsnebha during
thet sacrifices  Vasudeva initistes the sserifice, n
sctor by name Dhadirs plesses the srges =nd the Ershmenss
at the sacrifice by his performence. The sepges offer %0
blese him with 2 boon snd he reQuests s number of rere
privileges; one 18 power to travel ot will enyvwherse throughe
out the vorld of the seven islends, end nl=o power to fly
in ths a2iry the next is the power to keep himself avey from
hamm enyvhere including the power to0 remein slive until he
himself wishes to dle, the third is the power to taks eny
form at will and the last, to pleese au.ea The cetor gets
all these boons =nd ho starts on his tour round the world,
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’ Indra, the king of the gods approaches a group ef
heavenly swans. and asks them to go to Vajrapure and meet the
lovely deughter of Vajranabha and describe to her the charm
end the prowess of prince Pradyurma. He requests them to
meet Pradyumna also and instil in him love for the daughter
of Vajrenabha, He slso informs them that Pradyumna will
kill Vajranébha shortly and that the Yadaves headed by Prade
yuma will enter Vajrapura with the help of Bhedra in the
guise of actors. na further aks the swans to keep him as
as well as Srl Krishna informed of the developments, The
swens agree, They get the permission of the demon king to
stey in Vejrepurss One of the swens nemed Suchimukhi contacts
the princess snd deseribes to her at length the great qualie
ties of Pradyumna, The princess falls in love with Pradyumna
snd she requecsts the swan to bring sbout her marrisge with
him, The swen agrees, It meanwhile reduests the princess to
inform her father of its accomplishments. The princess
sccordingly conveys to her details regerding the swan,
VYajranabha soon meets the swen, The swan in the course of
1ts talk with the demon specks about the octor Bhadrs and
his attainmenta.zg The demon reduests the swan to bring
Bhadra to his city.

The swangs take leave of the Asure chief and ﬁeets
/syl Krishne snd Indrs and relates to them the progress of
their work, Pradyumne is permitted by el Krishna to seek
the hend of the princess Prabhavetl andhe is asked to put an

29 MQ’ eh.QB, VBQ48O50' pgga‘ﬁ '
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~ end to the 11fe of the Asure king, The goddess of 1liusion
m the Yadeves in boeutiful attire to ensct the verious
roles in the dram proposaed to be steged in the palace of
Vajranabhe, The Yadaves hecded by Pradyumne soon reaches

the city of Vajransbha, They are welcomed warmly by the

demon king. At the festival in honour of god lMehodeve,

they enact a. play celled Hambhe: bhisarans in whish Pradyumna

plays the role of lelskubsrs, Prabhaveti witnesses the

dreme, The demons are pleamsed with  thelr performance,

Meenwhile the swen Suchimuichi tries to bring
Pradyumna and Probhaveti together By conveying messsges
betwaen them as o messenger, The swen informs Probhfiveti
thet Pradyumna will meet hor in her epartment in the
evening, The princess is happy on henring the news,
Predyunne comes secratly in the form of a bee and meets
the princess, fuchimihi is nlso present, There 1tself
Prodyurma marries Prabhaveti in the Csndherve way.‘m is
the next dey dewnn, Pradyumna loaves, Thus Pradyumne
gtays & little further in the guise of =n setor in the
city of Vajrapurn,

Probhivetl meanwvhile arranges the merrisges of
Cunavetl end Chendroveti, the deughters of her father's
brother Sunabhe respectively with Gads snd Samba who are
respectively the brother snd the uncle of Prsdyumne, The
roiny season commonces, Pradyumne snd Prabhmveti live hepnily,

30. Ibide, che03, Vs,12«13, p.236,

ey
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llfm finishes his snerifice snd Vajrsnabha goes
| .“ him to seek permicssion to fight Indre and thus get the
overlordship of the three gg'r].da. Ketypa advises him not
to wags wer agrinst Indra, Vajrencbha turns down his
advise and begins to make properntions for the war, At
that time Bri Krishna snd Indre hatch the plan for the
destruction of the Asure chief, Prabhaveti, Chendraveti
end Guneveti beget soms, Vajrensbha comes to lmow of this
and he orders the srrest of the Yadsve actors, Pradyumna
snd his Yadave group resist the Asurss who come to arrost
them, £ big fight tskes place in vhich Jayonta also comes
to help Pradyumna, The palece guards of Vajranfbhe are
routed, The hazt day’s rl Krishna comes to witness the
battle, Przdyumna hits the Asurs with = cudgel 2nd the
latter falls unconscious. Soon the demon regeins conse
ciousnass =nd starts fighting Pradyumna, He hits “
Pradyumne with his cudgel and makes him fall mcm#ciws

to the ground, Xrichna blows his conch and instentaneously
Pradyumna becomes conscious, Pradyumns Soon kills the demon
with his dise (ghakrayudhe)s ‘Sri Krishna end Indra come down
to Vejrepura, On the advice of Brihaspati, the kingdom of
Vajransbhe is divided into four, one portion poing to the

son of Jayenta =nd the other three to the three sons of
Predyumns, Gada end Samba by the Asurs primes.us.az

31. m., 0!\.96' Va‘M, F'?ias'
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The drematist does not meke eny major chenge in
the story while adopting it for his drsme, though o few
minor ones have been affected, One such chmnge, ie the
combinstion of the role of th: swen with thet of Bhadrsneta,
But he, howsver, introduces the swemn in e new role. He 18
deseribed se the chief o" the Charspas snd 2 friend of
Vejrenabhe, |

In the Purdne, the swan Suchimukhi is oredited
with having ereatod pession in Prebhaveti end Pradyurms for
ench others She further asc-lsts the twohlmrs in thelr
marriege, But in the &rama Xalshameiks snd Dhedronata ere
made rosponsible for sowing the seeds of love respectively
in Prabhavotl end Predyumna snd for uniting them in wedlock,
Further, in the Purane the news of the birth of sone to
Prabhaveti, Chendrevetl snd Guneveti 1s snnounced bafore the
conmencomentof the fight between Predyumne snd Vejrenmbha,
In the drema, the nevs 1= conveyed at the ond of the battle,

Most of these changes i1t mey be notod heve been
broucht about by the drematist for dremetic ressons,

Predvumnas 45 the hero of the dreme, He is the som of Al
Krichne, fe 1o very handsoms in #pwamm. e 48 brove
and valorouss /8ri Krishne esks Mum to go to Vajrepurs snd
kill Vajrensbha, With the ald of Bhadraneta he geine entry
into the otherwise inaceessible Vajrepurs, Bhedranste
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~ mekes him fallin love with Prebhavetl, the deughter of the
demon Vajrenebha snd he undergoes the pengs of love, With
the aid of Bhadranaets, he merries Prabhaveti secrotly.

Agein, following the instructions of Bhadrenats, ho enters
into & fight with Vejranabhe, Pradyumne showshis valour in
the long and protracted battle with Vajranabhe, which wins
him the preise of Bri Krishne and Narada, Ultimetely he
kills the demon, %ri Krishne, pleased with his vslour,
instals him ae the king of Vajrapura,

A study of this charscter shows that Pradyumne does
not have a free hend in his sctions, On the Oﬂhl‘ hendes he
appears to be on instrument in the hends of €ri Xrishne end
Bhedrenata in cerrying out their pre-designed pleans, What
impresses us most in hischarsetor 4s his velour vhich he
gplendidly shows in the battle sgainst Vajrensbha,

Brebhavetls ie the besutiful deughter of Vajrenfbhe, Many
persons have sought her hend, But she hes consistently
refused to marry snybody., 8he hnas been bleesed by Sage
Durvasas, Une dsy she happens to see the portrait of
Predyumma brought by her friend Kelshomsika, She is attracted

" by the besuty of the person in ths portreit snd fells in

love with him, She comes to know all the detaile sbout
Predyumne from Bhadronata, Her love for Pradyume becomes
further intenesified. and she undergoes severe pengs of lovee
ghe sees Pradyumne for the first time in the theatre where
the latter appesrs ne an sctors With the help of Bhadranate
and Kalshemsiks she seeretly marries Pradyumna and begets o
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son by him,

The charscter of Prabhavati does not impress us
by her individuality and strentgth of mind capable of taking

independent decisionss

Va]rapﬁbha: is the demon king of Vajrespura. He pleased

Lord Brahme by his severe pervance and got from him several
boons, He is desirous of getting the overlordship of the
whole world. For that purpose, he goes to the heavens, He
meets Indra apd others snd makes known his demend, He is
even prepared to wage a war asgainst the Devas if they do not
concede his demand, But he is prevented by Kﬁéypa from
proceeding further,

Yet he continues to cherish his wish. He only
waits for the conclusion of the Dévas! sacrifice so that
he can again go to the celestial m gions, meet Kasypa and
renew his demand, He expresses his impatience to reach the
goal he has set before him andit is reflected in the remarks
he mekes to his friend Hamsa in the third act of the drama.33
He is 2 patron of arts, He invites Bhadranata to
his city and gets his daughter taught in music by him, He
is proud 2nd hsughty. He does not 2llow anybodydoing wrong
in his presénce. When he sees in the drama Rambha being

33' lgid., pg24g



 abducted by Havene end hears her weilings, he tekes it to
e resl and shouts ss to who has abducted the women while
ho is thores ‘

In the fight with Pradyumne, he shows his velour
snd heroism, In archery, he proves equal to his foe, He
is ultimately killed by Pradyumna,

Thecharacter of Vajrensbha strikes us by his
individuality, velour end strong will, Unlike the other
charscters in the drame, he is not guided by enybody and
he appears to be macster of himself,

 Bhodrenates 4s the one of the importent cherrcters in the
drems, He appoars from the deginning to the end of the
play. e is well known for his nétms. By pleasing the
seges who hove come for the ASvemsdhe sacrifice at Dvarake
by his seting, he has secured from them several boons such
as powor té travel in the sky etes, £As directed by frl Krishna,
he pleys & key role in the slaying of the demon Vajranabha
by Predyumne es well e in uniting the letter with Prabhavati,
the daughter of the demon, First, he secures entrance for
Pradyumne sndother Yedoves to Vajrapure, He thon mekes
Predyumne and Prabhfvatl fall in love with each other, He
arrenges their merriege and scts e2s 8 mossgenger %110
keeping oyl Krishne end others infomed of the developments
in Yajrapuri, He pavee the way for the direct confrortation
between Predyumna end Vajrenebhe., At the end of the play,
we find him srrenging the coronstion of Pradyumna,
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1 A u‘lmay of hig charscter anms that Bhedranste v
“u not Mvo much freedon of action. He sots more as en
insteument of 6rl Krishne in the execution of some of the
1atterte predesigned plens,

frl Xrishnas is the originator of action in the dreme, Though
he does not .appear in all tha‘aats of the dreme, his presencce
is felt throughout, He not enly devises the entire plen of
action but sl=zo chooses the persons for executing the same,

He hee decided thet Predyumne must kill Vajrensbha, To assist
him in the task he sends Bhedrannts, He keaps himsalf

informed of the dsvelopménts in Vajrepure end givea instructions
whenever reduired, Ho witnesses the battle fourht between
Predyumna snd Vejranabha, His snxiety for his son'smmfety 1s
revenlsd in his conversation with l2rsda while witnessing the
fight, ACter the death of the demon, he coronates hie son

a8 the ruler of Vajrapura, |

There 12 nothing originel in the cheracter of
Brl Krishna, In all respects he aﬁpoars axectly like his
eountarpert in the Parana,

Kelohenisikag is the friend of Prebhavatl and is alweys in
her company, She agcidontally sees the poprtrait of Prodyuumae
in the house of Bhadranata while on 2 vigit to his house,
Attracted Ly the beesubty of the person drawn 1ﬁvtha portreit,
she stealthily brings it and shoss it to her friend, She
egsints her friend in her love affair, OShe acts 28 en
emissory between her friend amnd Bhadranate snd spares no
effort in bringing ebout the unlon of her friend with her
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| w 88 early as possible., While her friend is undergoing
the penge of love, she soothes her by bringing cooling
‘meterisls and spplying them on her body. Finally she unites
her friend with her lover in wedlock.

The cherccter of Kelahemsike strites us by her
gstesdfast davotion to her friend, Nothing is desr to her then
hay friend. )

Obher characters introduced in the dreme sre Narsda,

Hemea ate,

The main sentiment of the drama is Smgére, The
hero is Predyumna sndthe herolne is Prebhaveti, The drems
desls with two important episodes nomely Predyumns marrying
Prabhaveti end his slaying the demon Vaejransbha, The major
part of the drema 1t mey be noted desls with the lowe of
Pradyunme snd Probhaveti, Aets II, IIT end IV are
exclusively devoted to it,

In the first ect of the drama, Sage larsdas informs
‘8rl Krishna of the existence of @ besutiful daughter by name
Prabhevetl to Vejranabha, He predicts that Prebheveti will
fall in love with Pradyumna when thelatter goes to Vajrapura
for slaying Vajranfbha, %ri Krishna tacitly welcomes the
. sage's prodiction, He instructs Bhadrenata to bring about the
marrisge of his son with the deughter of the demon, At the
end of act, Pradyumns goes to Vaam.pnm with Bhadmnat,a
and others Yadavas, Thus the stage is set rbr Pradyumne »nd
Prabhevati to fall in love with each other,
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i In the second net takes plece the germination of
love, Prabhavatl sees the portrsit of Pradyumna brought by
Kalshamsika, Her friend describes st length the beauty of

the person drown in the portrait. BShe spesks of him as the
very figure of Cupid and the vary soul of Br*nigira vho by

his boauty ocupau even thet qf the moun.
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The princess ic= attracted by tha beauty of the person as

represcented in the portrait and Jdesires to know his neme

and other particulers, On tha advice of Kelahsmsike, she
summons Bhadranate to lmow everything ebout Pradyumna,
Bhedrenste besides disclosing the neme snd other pért,‘: culers
deseribos to the princess at lensth his besuty snd his various
sttainments, He besides offers to bring Pradyumna to her

prezence and she accepts the offer,

In the third act, Prebhavnti undergoes the pengs
of love, Her breath 1s too hot to be touched ~nd it withers

her tender npa.
Tuald—tdlp%uun aHer’l ohla—!l.Jlu-dmd
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She avoids the contact of the southern breese s=nd the sight
of the mogg and even spends sleepless nights gazing st the
portroit,  Here the glambens vipbhive is Probhfivetl while

34 . M’ Act.II’ VQl’ p.m'
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the W& m are the portrait, the breeze mnd the
.lﬂﬂBQ The enubhdvss are her sighing, restlessness ete,
The sontiment is Vipralembha 3mg:ara. Kalahsmsika, pertur-
bed by the condition of her friend meets Bhadrenats and
informs of her condition. 8he redquects him to errange the
scheduled meoting of Prabhavrti snd Pradyuma as early as
possible. Bhedrenate promises her to arrange.Pradyumna and
Prabhaveti meet each other in the theatre, Both of them

are happyin having got an opportunity to sece each other,

In the fourth act both Pradyumna snd Prebhavati
undergo the pengs of love, Bheadransta informs Kalghamsike
in detail of the condition of Pradyumna, He t~lls her thet
Pradyumna does not 2llow eny unguent to be applied on his
body and that he is afrasid of the moon, Further he doess not
like to hesar music 2nd detests everything, His thoughts are

slways centered on his beloved,
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Here the 7lambsna vibhavs is Pradyumna while the uddipens

vibhavas are the moon, sweet smelling meteriasls, music etec.

The anubhavas are his restlessnecs ete.

Prabhavati also undergoes the severe psngs of love,
Kalshemsika spplies cooling materisls all aver her body., But
they prove to be of no aveil, Unable to be=r the sgony, the

37- Ibid., ActOIV’ 747’ ptaﬁq
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'mzam:m._. Kniehomeiki revives hor back
* ‘hmm Pradyunna who is remsining invisible
nonpby immedintely appanrs beforc his beloved end comforts
har, In ¢t presance of Bhadrenats and mtamka, they
are uanited in wedlock, Here we have Sombhops (Sghgira..
The couple enjoy the rainy and wintsr seesons, In the
deseription of ths fizht bstween Pradyusme snd Vajragi‘i;&,
the sentizent of Vire 13 delincetod effactively, The
elimax g reachad vhon Pradyumne hurls his dise et Vejrensbha
end kills hiw, M the ond of the drsmwe, h= is coronsted
as the king of Vajrepura, He nloo begate 2 som by ?rsbﬁimti.

Thas 1t con be scen thnt the dremmtist hes developed
the nzain santizent consistently in the play.

Raviverme Kulsbikhave sppears to be & good poot,
Hie style is smooth snd slmple, He uses simple words, They
are orisp and short, e seems to be generslly influsnced by
Knlidass end Harshe,

The dinlogues in general besr fri:shness snd
liveliness, The verses are slso beautiful esnd good,

’ma following 1e the m&.‘s varse deseribing Lord Vi
|%ua:bgoiéw‘lldl 2‘8—?‘@4:& &)mé“d";‘g.
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“May Lord Vishnu who married Lakshmi who is indeed the wonder-
~ ful embodiment of fortune, who rose from the ocean when it
was churned snd whom thousands of Devas and fsuras were
looking at helplessly (to get her) contribute to our well
being", The metre used is‘éikhériﬁi.

The following is a deqcription of spring.,
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"In each and every mango tree, the trumpet sound is produced

in the guise of the songs sung by the cuckoos. The breeze from
the Chandana mountain like the battle elephants rozr, The
trees emit sweet smell which pervade like the multitudinous
arrows (of Cupid), Thus cﬁpid, the boéh companion of spring
begins to mareh for world conquest." The alamkara used 1s
Utpreksha and the metre is Mandakranta,

The poet déseribes the aftermoon as follows.
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" M, te lord ef the lotuses maehna the mid sky,
Em bees tiTed by the intense hest take rest in the interior
~ of the lotus flowers, The Qlephanta allevinte the sufferings
of their beloveds (coused by the hest of the Sun) by blowing
cool bunth through thelr trunks, The male peacocks living
in the cestles protect their beloveds (from the hest of the
fun) by spreeding their feoathers,® The metre uced is

Sardulavikridita, '

One cen find thet the poet's descriptions especislly
of noture are realistic snd charming,

The dreme cennot be successfully enacted on the
~stage, The plot is stereotyped, Thore i2 more of narration
then sctions The prologue is pretty long, The beginning
of t.im first act is taiten up with a long dislogue ba*.:‘wm
‘¥l Krishne snd Nérada, Through this the audiene is informed
_ of the existence of » demon nemed Vejransbha, his misdeeds
end 6ri Krishne's decision to have him killed by his son,
Pradyumna, .’ Marther, the fortheoming ma.rris«ig;e of Pradyumne
with Prabhevetl is slco disclosed, This 1s followed by snother
conversation between Bri Krishne and Bhadrenata, Through tﬁia
is indicnted %tma.‘:irmat;m 's going to Vajrepurs with Pradyumne,
Though there ere no incidentes of dremetic interest in this
act, the dislogues appoab interesting ond lively.

The seaénd act beginse with s conversation batwoan‘
Prebhevatl and Knlshemsika, From this it is known that
Prebhfvati hae fellefi in love with Predyumns after seeing
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his aMrg&t; This 1s followed by snother conversation
between Hhadrana@b end Prabhavetl, Bhadrenate promises
the pt&naiss that he will show Pradyumne to her very soon,
Jt cen be found that like the first sct, the second act
too does not contain any dramatic incident,

The third sct contasins 2 drams within 2 dremas,
It may be noted thot it is very difficult to ensct such
seoﬁes in an sncient theatre like the one Kerala has, There
are some incldents of dramatic interest in this sct viz,
Rembha crying for help while she is abducted by Ravana in
the course of the drama, Vajrenabha rising in snger end
speaking loudly snxious to know as to who has abducted the
womsn in his presence, Hemsa pacifying him by bringing to
his notice that what he has seen ics after sll a scene in
the drema and Vajranabha feeling sbashed ot his own folly.

The fourth act deals with the psngs of love unders=
gone by Pradyumne and Prabhavatl and their merriage, It
begins with s long dialogue between Kelahemsika and
Prabhavati. The only dremstie inéidents in this act are
Prabhavati falling into 2 swoon, Kalahamsika bringing her back
to consciousness, Pradyumna's sudden appearance snd the cone

sequent bashfullnecs of Prabhavati,

The fifth sct contains the long description of the
battle fought between Pradyumna snd Prabheveti, Practically
no action tekes place here, The drame concludes with the
coronation of Predyumna, Thus it esn beseen that the drema

will not meke 2 success on the stege.
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: The story in Pradyumnabhyudeys belongs to the
misre type. Though it 1= teken from the Harivemés the
dremetist hes mede some chenges in the plot, #t the end
of the prologue, the pley eroper is introduced through &
deviece celled Xsthoddhote, The stage director describes
the spring. ie seys thot 1t is very dif’icult to doa‘crtbo
the spring, which 1s resplendent, which increeses the
glory of the ﬂ.awera snd which erentes pasum,
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A voice behind the scenss repests the same verse in 2
different sense 'with reforence to Sri Krishna, The stoge
directorconcludes thet Sage Harada is praising Bri Krishna
end immedistely mokes his exit accompenied by the asctress,
The first act it may be noted bogins with Ari Krishna and
Barada cngaged in a conversation,

There ic & Prrvesska in the beginning of ths second
act, Twvo minor ch-racters named Parabhrtiks snd Kalsvati
take part, They speak Prakrit, Through it 1is announced the
arrival of Bhadrancta to Vajraspura, In the third set, there
is = mixed interlude (miSravishiambha), Bhadrenats ond
Kalehemsika take part in it. Through it 1z disclosed thet
Pradyumns will be enscting the rols of Halskubara in the
droma Rembhabhisarsme proposed to be stsged for the spring

42 pradvummabhyudeys, Actel, VeS, pe3,
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fastivel and Prabhavati will bo witnessing the drame, In the

M wt. ’m'm 18 a Suddhavishkembhe in which the kinchukiya

to the queen slone takes pert, It is lmown from the interlude
that Mbhamu is undergoing intense pangs of love, Mother
‘Suddhevishkembha highlights the boginning of the fifth sct.
Bhadransta teltes part, Through it ie disclosed theot Prabhae
vatl, Gunavetl end Chendraveti hove been blessed with sons,
Predyumne hes mede himself knmown in Vajrapurs by coming into
the open =nd the fight between Vajranabhe and Predyume is
about to toke place,

The Sandhis, avesthas end artheprakritis sre dise
cussed below,

Makhe Sandhds Sakes up the entire first scts Brl Krishne

decides thrt Pradyusna should kill Vajrenabha and merry his
deughter Prabhivetl, H: chooses Bhadrsnsts to sid Predyumne
to schieve his objoct, Hore we find both Bijé sand Arembha,

Prptimuicha “endhis 19 found in the second esect,

Pradyumns with Bhedrenete and other Yadeves enter Vajrspur s,
Probhiivetl sees the portrait of Pradyumne and fells in

love with him, 8he elicits all information about her lover
from mmdrana{m. ghe eonveys her desire to see Pradyumna

to m&dram@m and the lestter promises to bring him to her
presence as oarly as possible, Here we find the avagths Bindu.

- Gerbhp Sendhis is found in the third sct, Prabhivati under=
goes the pengs of love, She sees Pradyunme in the thentre
while witnessing the dreme Rembhabhisarana where the latter
enacts the role of lemmbam.
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narés Sandhds tekes up the entire fourth sct, Predyume

‘“ Prabhavatl undergoes intence pengs of love, Thenks to

f &D untiring efforts of Shedranste and Ealshensikd, they ore
- united in wedloclk,

Hirvehens Sandhis 1o found in the rifth set, Pradyumne kills
Vajrenabha, e 1e blossed with » son snd is coronsted es

the ruler of Vajrapure, ilere we find Kiryn end pheligame,

o L ACE

The first sct secm2 to begin in the morning. The
huemming of the bees and the eir fregrent vith the smell of
flowors indiests ehis,“ It has 1te beckground in the palsce
of €rl Krishne, it ends 2t midnoon, “Ehe snnouncenant of the
Vaitaliks of the sppronch of the mid day is » pointer to it,
There is no intervel of time between Acts I snd II, The plnéo
of sotion in fot II is the palece of Prabhivati in Vajrapura,
The time at wilch the second set comes to » closs 18 not indle
coted, The third act seeme to begin in the night, It has
its backgrou:d in the theatre (prekshs mepdepa)e It seems
to end in the early moming of the next dey, The dmc_rwzism
of Sandhye by Herise ot the end of the set indicetes this,
There soenms to be an interval of o dey between Acts III end
IV, The fourth ect seeus to begin in the night, The rising
of the moon referred to by Pradyumne Corroborates this.i“ It

43 . M‘_' Mt.l, V'G’ Pga‘.
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m tti &w in a gorden in Vejrapura, The time at
T ‘which the fourth mct comes to m close is not indicated, The

: am set seems to berin in the morning., The deseription

of Sun rise by Nernda proves thu.” The plece of sction
centres round Vajrapura, The time st which the drame comes
to 2 close 1s not indieated, Thus the drame tekes nesarly
tvo days and two nightse |

Kaidnses

Kalidasats ‘Sfkuntele gesms to heve oxerted pro-
found influence on the dremetist as csn be seen from the
following instences, .

dyusnabhyud . ‘esikuntale
1, Pradyumna enters the King Dualwﬁnta enters the
Premodavene adjoining the grove in 2 love effected
loke Kemelini, He is condition, o feels the
suffering from pengs of love, touch of the breeze »nd
Cool breeze blows, Pradyumna romnarks thet the breoze fraoe
who is sick on acecount dr the gront with botuses and
pange of lovz enjoy:.: the wafting the spray of the
rafreshing touch of the bresze ripples of Malini esn be
and roemarks Shet it esn be elosely embreced by linmbs
embraced by limbs affected inflamed with love*
by Cuplde

47 m;, Act.v, V.Q, p.47
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2, Pradyumna hides himself King Dushysnta hides himself
by mesnes of maglc ond sdcrotly behind the troes snd secretly
sees Prabhﬁ'vati; uwnd=rgoing sees Gauntela undex;golng
penge of love in the bower ~nd pange .of love end Priyete
Kelshemsika applying cooling vad® snd Anasiiya aprlying
materisls on her body to eooling materisrls on her
soothe her agony. body in order to slleviste
' her suffering.
3¢ Pradyumne snd Prebhevati King Dushyants end Baxuntals
marry in the Gandharva narry _accor:jing to the
feshion, Gandhaprys practice,

48 - Prodywnmabhyudeya, Act, IV, V,12, p.37.
49 . Sskuntels, Act. III, V.5, DP.65.
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