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PREFACE 

Worship of images or icons are recognized in Hindu religions. 

Vai~l!avism a religious sect of India mainly follow image worship, both 

at ho_me and at temples. 

As I am a post-graduate, who has studied Vai~11avism from the 

Department of Vai~~avism, University of Madras, my choice and 

interest fell on the systems that are adopted in the Vai~navite temples. 

As regards the worship in the Vai~nava tradition, there are two 

recognized schools viz., Vaikhanasa and Piifzcariitra, each one follows 

its own Agama, a book of practice. 

Many of the Vai~nava temples in Tamil Nadu, especially follow 

the Vaikhanasa system. Once upon a time Pafzcariitra system was 

popular in the majority of the temples in South India. But, at present, a 

select temples at Melkote (Karnataka) Srirangam and Kanchipuram etc. 

follow this system. However, at present a select temple - · follow the 

Piifzcariitra system. 

Vai~f.lavism is one of the main religions of the Hindus and the 

Piifzcariitra is the ancient. Vaisnavite sect. The influence of its tenets 
• I 

on later Vai~q.avism is important, but has not been thoroughly 

researched. The ritual worship described in the old Piifzcariitra. 4gama 
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texts is still performed today in many of the famous temples in South 

India and in some in the north. An analysis of their ritual, occultism 

and building of temples and images can be understood from the 

scientific study of these ancient Piincariitra, Agama texts. 

The accent of this thesis is on the study of the mode of worship 

and the initiation that makes one qualified to worship, according to 

some of the important texts in Pdncariitra tradition. 

Experts in this tradition have been consulted and the 

authoritative guidance helped me to build up this thesis. 

I am indebted to Goshtipuram Sri. U.Ve. T.S. Ramanujacharya, a 

great exponent of Visi~!advaita and a living authority in Piincariitra 

Agama, who was taught me some of the important Piincariitra Agama 

texts. I am highly grateful to Dr. V. Varadachari another authority in 

Piincariitra tradition ·.. . .. helped me a lot in understanding many 

concepts. I am thankful to Pt.Krishnaswami Aiyangar in preparing the 

quotations of the thesis. 

I express my gratitude to Dr.S.Padmanabhan, my supervisor for 

his guidance during my tenure as research scholar in the Department of 

Sanskrit, University of Madras. 

I am thankful to the staff members of the Department of Sanskrit, 

University of Madras for their kind co-operation and encouragement. I 

am also thankful to the authorities of the University of Madras for 
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permitting to do research in the Department of Sanskrit University of 

Madras under inter-disciplinary progranune. 

I must offer my thanks to Dr.R.Thiagarajan, Head of the 

Departrrent of Sanskrit, Presidency College, Chennai, for his 

meticulous and timely help in arranging the materials judiciously. 

I also thank my good friend Dr.Sylvia Raghunath, 

Smt.A.K.Chandra for their encouragement in preparing the thesis . 

Chennai 
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